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Week St Mary Methodist Church –
10 April Good Friday
This reflective service for Good Friday is based on the Stations of the Cross. The
images on page 5 are community paintings for an open air Easter display,
painted by young and old. There is an image for each reading.
1) Jesus is condemned to death Mark 15:1-15 (see image 1 on page 5)
1

At dawn’s first light, the high priests, with the religious leaders and scholars, arranged a conference
with the entire Jewish Council. After tying Jesus securely, they took him out and presented him to
Pilate.
2-3
Pilate asked him, “Are you the ‘King of the Jews’?”
He answered, “If you say so.” The high priests let loose a barrage of accusations.
4-5
Pilate asked again, “Aren’t you going to answer anything? That’s quite a list of accusations.” Still,
he said nothing. Pilate was impressed, really impressed.
6-10
It was a custom at the Feast to release a prisoner, anyone the people asked for. There was one
prisoner called Barabbas, locked up with the insurrectionists who had committed murder during the
uprising against Rome. As the crowd came up and began to present its petition for him to release a
prisoner, Pilate anticipated them: “Do you want me to release the King of the Jews to you?” Pilate
knew by this time that it was through sheer spite that the high priests had turned Jesus over to him.
11-12
But the high priests by then had worked up the crowd to ask for the release of Barabbas. Pilate
came back, “So what do I do with this man you call King of the Jews?”
13
They yelled, “Nail him to a cross!”
14
Pilate objected, “But for what crime?”
But they yelled all the louder, “Nail him to a cross!”
15
Pilate gave the crowd what it wanted, set Barabbas free and turned Jesus over for whipping and
crucifixion.
Prayer: Lord Jesus, what did You feel during these terrible moments? How could You ignore the
venom that was spit in Your face? How could You remain silent? Why didn't You show them again
Your powers? Even in this courtyard, You pray for the sins of many, including ours. Here, You are
being treated like a traitor, like a villain when all You did was preach and practice Love! Help us to
travel with You up this path to Calvary,Lord, so that we may gain strength to deal with the most
difficult situations of life. Amen
My song is love unknown,
My Saviour's love to me;
Love to the loveless shown,
That they might lovely be.
O who am I,
That for my sake
My Lord should take
Frail flesh, and die? H&P 173 STF 277
2) Jesus bears His cross John 19:16-17 Luke 9:23-26 (see image 2 on page 5)
16

Finally Pilate handed him over to them to be crucified. So the soldiers took charge of Jesus. 17
Carrying his own cross, he went out to the place of the Skull (which in Aramaic is called Golgotha).

1

23

Then he said to them all: ‘Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up
their cross daily and follow me. 24 For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses
their life for me will save it. 25 What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, and yet lose or
forfeit their very self? 26 Whoever is ashamed of me and my words, the Son of Man will be ashamed
of them when he comes in his glory and in the glory of the Father and of the holy angels.

Prayer: Lord Jesus, as we watch You bear Your cross, we remember that You carried our sins
upon Your shoulders, and endured the shame for us. Thank you that Your courage did not
fail. Amen.
3) Jesus falls Isaiah 53:4-6 (see image 3 on page 5)
4

Surely he took up our pain and bore our suffering, yet we considered him punished by
God, stricken by him, and afflicted. 5 But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was
crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his
wounds we are healed. 6 We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our
own way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.
Prayer: Lord, sometimes life can deal terrible blows, and we can feel dashed down to the
floor. Help us to remember that in You, we have a Saviour who knows how that feels. Amen
And can it be that I should gain
An interest in the Saviour's blood?
Died He for me, who caused His pain?
For me, who Him to death pursued?
Amazing love! how can it be
That Thou, my God, should’st die for me? H&P 216 STF 345
4) Jesus meets His mother Luke 2:34-35 (see image 4 on page 5)
34 Then

Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: ‘This child is destined to cause
the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, 35 so that
the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too.’
Prayer: Lord, we remember how Mary witnessed the suffering of her son. We pray for those
who have to witness the suffering of loved ones, especially through violence. We thank you
that Mary remained with Jesus at that most difficult time. May we, too, remain faithful to
him when times are hard. Amen
5) Simon of Cyrene carries Jesus’ cross Luke 23:26 Galatians 6:2 (see image 5 on page 5)
26 As

the soldiers led him away, they seized Simon from Cyrene, who was on his way in from
the country, and put the cross on him and made him carry it behind Jesus.
2 Carry

each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfil the law of Christ.

Prayer: Lord, thank you for Simon, who carried the cross for You. We pray for those who
have to carry heavy burdens of responsibility. Help us to remember that as we shoulder
other people’s burdens, we are helping Christ Himself. Amen
From heav’n You came, helpless Babe
Entered our world, Your glory veiled;
2

Not to be served but to serve
And give Your life that we might live
This is our God, the Servant King
He calls us now to follow Him
To bring our lives as a daily offering
Of worship to the Servant King STF 272
6) Jesus consoles the daughters of Jerusalem Luke 23:27-28 (see image 6 on page 5)
27 A

large number of people followed him, including women who mourned and wailed for
him. 28 Jesus turned and said to them, ‘Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me; weep
for yourselves and for your children.
Prayer: Lord Jesus, even in Your pain and grief You still concerned yourself with others.
Forgive us for the times when we were so self-absorbed that we did not notice the needs of
those around us. Help us always to see others with Your eyes. Amen
7) Jesus is nailed to His cross Luke 23:33-43 (see image 7 on page 5)
33 When

they came to the place called the Skull, they crucified him there, along with the
criminals – one on his right, the other on his left. 34 Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive them, for they
do not know what they are doing.’ And they divided up his clothes by casting lots.
35 The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at him. They said, ‘He saved
others; let him save himself if he is God’s Messiah, the Chosen One.’
36 The soldiers also came up and mocked him. They offered him wine vinegar 37 and said, ‘If
you are the king of the Jews, save yourself.’
38 There was a written notice above him, which read: this is the king of the jews.
39 One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: ‘Aren’t you the Messiah? Save
yourself and us!’
40 But the other criminal rebuked him. ‘Don’t you fear God,’ he said, ‘since you are under the
same sentence? 41 We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But
this man has done nothing wrong.’
42 Then he said, ‘Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.’
43 Jesus answered him, ‘Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.’
Prayer: Lord Jesus, in Your death, as in Your life, You were alongside the outcasts of society.
Thank you that Your love extends to all. Amen
8) Jesus dies on the cross Luke 23:44-47 (see image 8 on page 5)
44

It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in the
afternoon, 45 for the sun stopped shining. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two. 46
Jesus called out with a loud voice, ‘Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.’[a] When he
had said this, he breathed his last. 47 The centurion, seeing what had happened, praised God
and said, ‘Surely this was a righteous man.’
Prayer: His dying crimson like a robe Spreads o’er his body on the tree, Then am I dead to all
the globe And all the globe is dead to me. (H&P 180 STF 287)
9) Jesus is laid in the tomb Luke 23:50-53 (see image 9 on page 5)
3

50

Now there was a man named Joseph, a member of the Council, a good and upright man,
who had not consented to their decision and action. He came from the Judean town of
Arimathea, and he himself was waiting for the kingdom of God. 52 Going to Pilate, he asked
for Jesus’ body. 53 Then he took it down, wrapped it in linen cloth and placed it in a tomb cut
in the rock, one in which no one had yet been laid.
51

Prayer: Lord, now there comes a time of patient waiting, As we long for Easter Day. In our
waitings and our longings, help us to look to You, the giver of all life. Amen.
When I survey the wondrous cross
On which the Prince of glory died,
My richest gain I count but loss,
And pour contempt on all my pride.
Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast,
Save in the death of Christ my God!
All the vain things that charm me most,
I sacrifice them to His blood.
See from His head, His hands, His feet,
Sorrow and love flow mingled down!
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet,
Or thorns compose so rich a crown?
His dying crimson, like a robe,
Spreads o-er His body on the tree;
Then am I dead to all the globe,
And all the globe is dead to me.
Were the whole realm of nature mine,
That were a present far too small;
Love so amazing, so divine,
Demands my soul, my life, my all.
H&P 180 STF 287
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