
 
 

Week St Mary Methodist Church – 
Sunday 22 November 
This week we will be starting another new initiative to communicate the 
good news of Jesus. We will continue with these service sheets but are 
also aiming to produce fortnightly short video services which will be 
available on the Chapel website www.weekstmarymethodist.org.uk and 
facebook page  https://www.facebook.com/ChapelWSM/. The services 
will be recorded and feature lively songs, prayers, readings, a talk, and anything else that helps 
with the message. Look them up if you can. 

PRAYER 
Lord, we ask that you be with us as we try a 
new venture. We think of Jesus teaching in 
parables rather than the arid concepts of 
previous teachers, we think of John Wesley 
going out to preach in the open air rather than 
staying inside churches, we think of twentieth 

century evangelists using mass 
communications to bring your gospel. We 
cannot hope to be like these but we want to 
try to do your will. As you said, Lord, through 
the words of the prophet Isaiah ‘watch for the 
new thing I am going to do’.  Amen 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

READING FOR TODAY Matthew 25:31-46 (NIV) 
The sheep and the goats 
31 ‘When the Son of Man comes in his glory, 
and all the angels with him, he will sit on his 
glorious throne. 32 All the nations will be 
gathered before him, and he will separate the 
people one from another as a shepherd 
separates the sheep from the goats. 33 He will 
put the sheep on his right and the goats on his 
left. 
34 ‘Then the King will say to those on his right, 
“Come, you who are blessed by my Father; 
take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared 
for you since the creation of the world. 35 For I 
was hungry and you gave me something to 
eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something 
to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me 
in, 36 I needed clothes and you clothed me, I 
was ill and you looked after me, I was in prison 
and you came to visit me.” 
37 ‘Then the righteous will answer him, “Lord, 
when did we see you hungry and feed you, or 
thirsty and give you something to 
drink? 38 When did we see you a stranger and 
invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe 

you? 39 When did we see you ill or in prison 
and go to visit you?” 
40 ‘The King will reply, “Truly I tell you, 
whatever you did for one of the least of these 
brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.” 
41 ‘Then he will say to those on his left, “Depart 
from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal 
fire prepared for the devil and his 
angels. 42 For I was hungry and you gave me 
nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me 
nothing to drink, 43 I was a stranger and you 
did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you 
did not clothe me, I was ill and in prison and 
you did not look after me.” 
44 ‘They also will answer, “Lord, when did we 
see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or 
needing clothes or ill or in prison, and did not 
help you?” 
45 ‘He will reply, “Truly I tell you, whatever you 
did not do for one of the least of these, you 
did not do for me.” 
46 ‘Then they will go away to eternal 
punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.’ 

 



 
 

REFLECTION 
Towards the end of his ministry Jesus spent some time with his disciples alone, teaching them about 
the end of times and the final judgement. This is part of one of those discourses and begins with a 
description of separating sheep from goats. It is not always easy to tell sheep from goats, some 
sheep look like goats and some goats look like sheep. Funnily enough I had a conversation with my 
grand-daughter last week about sheep that had got into their garden; I said that I thought it was 
goats that they had next door, but my son said that he had thought they were goats but they turned 
out to be sheep. Which all goes to show that it’s not easy to tell sheep from goats, unless you are a 
shepherd.  (The main things are that goats browse on all vegetation whereas sheep graze on the 
ground, and goats have sticky-up tails.) However, I am sure that Jesus didn’t mean that sheep are 
better than goats! What he was saying was that you can’t judge by appearances, you can’t tell by 
looking, you need the expert shepherd to tell the sheep from the goats, you need the judgement of 
God to separate the good from the bad, the righteous from the unrighteous; and that is what will 
happen at the time of final judgement.  
And then Jesus, absolutely clearly, identifies himself with those who are hungry or thirsty, those 
who are strangers, those in need of clothes or shelter, those who are ill, and those in prison. He says 
the righteous are those who helped the people in need, but more than that the righteous have 
helped my brothers and sisters, the least of whom are my disciples. But for the unrighteous, the 
ones who didn’t help those in need, then punishment will follow judgement. We need to reflect on 
whether we are with the sheep or the goats. 
 
PRAYER FOR OTHERS 
Let us pray for the people Jesus identified 
with; for the – 
 Hungry, thinking especially of those in 

need of food banks during this pandemic.  
 Thirsty, especially people in the world 

without ready access to clean water. 
 Strangers, foreigners and migrants, 

rejected by those who have not been in 
that situation 

 People needing clothes or shelter, at this 
time we think especially of the homeless. 

 Ill, sick and lonely, especially those whose 
illness or mental health cannot be 
addressed because of covid. 

 Prisoners and those in isolation, who crave 
contact with other people.  

We bring this prayer in Jesus’ name. Amen.   
 

HYMN H&P 326, StF 398 
There's a spirit in the air, 
telling Christians everywhere: 
'Praise the love that Christ revealed, 
living, working, in our world!' 
 

Lose your shyness, find your tongue, 
tell the world what God has done: 
God in Christ has come to stay. 
Live tomorrow’s life today. 

 

When believers break the bread, 
when a hungry child is fed, 
praise the love that Christ revealed, 
living, working, in our world. 
 

Still the Spirit gives us light, 
seeing wrong and setting right: 
God in Christ has come to stay. 
Live tomorrow’s life today. 
 

When a stranger's not alone, 
where the homeless find a home, 
praise the love that Christ revealed, 
living, working, in our world. 
 

May the Spirit fill our praise, 
guide our thoughts and change our ways 
God in Christ has come to stay. 
Live tomorrow’s life today. 
 

There's a Spirit in the air, 
calling people everywhere: 
praise the love that Christ revealed, 
living, working, in our world. 
 
THE GRACE 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of 
God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 
with you now and ever more. Amen 


