Week St Mary Methodist Church –
Sunday 1 November 2020
In today’s reading Jesus warns a group of prominent people about
pretending to be what they are not; about giving a public display
designed to impress. In today’s world what is needed is open-ness,
integrity and honesty. Characteristics epitomised by the life of Jesus.
PRAYER
Lord God, You have always been the helper for
Your people. The Bible tells us that in times past,
You listened to their prayers and answered them.
You sent Your word to guide them; you called all
kinds of people, from great kings to children to
help them see what You wanted them to do. You
sent Jesus to live on earth to be our example, and
He died on the cross so that we might be forgiven.
You are the God of the present, for by Your Holy
READING FOR TODAY Matthew 23:1-12 (NIV)
A warning against hypocrisy
1Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his
disciples: 2 ‘The teachers of the law and the
Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat. 3 So you must be
careful to do everything they tell you. But do not
do what they do, for they do not practise what
they preach. 4 They tie up heavy, cumbersome
loads and put them on other people’s shoulders,
but they themselves are not willing to lift a finger
to move them. 5 ‘Everything they do is done for
people to see: they make their phylacteries wide
and the tassels on their garments long; 6 they love
the place of honour at banquets and the most

Spirit You are with us now. You have brought us
together, You listen to our praises and hear our
prayers. You are the God of the future.
In Jesus, You promise to be with us always. You will
never leave us, and one day we will live with You
for ever. Lord God, You are our help that was, is
and ever will be. Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER

important seats in the synagogues; 7 they love to
be greeted with respect in the market places and
to be called “Rabbi” by others.
8 ‘But

you are not to be called “Rabbi”, for you
have one Teacher, and you are all brothers. 9 And
do not call anyone on earth “father”, for you have
one Father, and he is in heaven. 10 Nor are you to
be called instructors, for you have one Instructor,
the Messiah. 11 The greatest among you will be
your servant. 12 For those who exalt themselves
will be humbled, and those who humble
themselves will be exalted.

REFLECTION
A phylactery is a small leather box containing the Torah (the first five books of the Bible) worn by some
devout Jews to this day when praying. Jesus in this passage says the Pharisees were wearing them so they
would be thought of as someone who thought God’s law was very
important. They expected that everyone would look up to them.
Jesus said that this was not always a good thing because they
weren’t setting a good example. Indeed, there were things that they
did that made Jesus very critical. He said for example, that they laid
burdens on people. They had made the law very complicated. The
Pharisees tended to look down on ordinary people, but these were
often the very people that Jesus chose to be with and then teach,
heal and minister to. The Pharisees had set themselves up as role
models and it was not working out well as the example they set had ceased to be following the way of God.
Today also we know that not all role models set a good example. Sometimes celebrities are held up as role
models. Then we find the example we expected has not been carried through to every aspect of their life.

This is true of ordinary people too. People who should be good role models don't always live up to our
expectations of them. Even in the bible many of its heroes have ‘clay feet’. Jacob was a bit of a con- man;
Moses dithered and was most reluctant to be called; Samson's actions don't seem to indicate that he was
very bright, and so on.
However, in the bible we do have one person whose example is safe to follow. Jesus never told us to do one
thing, then took an easier way for himself. Jesus said that we must love God and gave his whole life to doing
what God wanted. Jesus said that we must love our neighbour as ourselves; and died on the cross to show
God’s love for everyone. Jesus said, you should be ready to serve others and not think how important you
are; and himself lived a life of service. Jesus lived a life of integrity and honesty in every aspect; a life that
was the very opposite of the hypocrisy of the Pharisees; a life that makes Him the only role model we need.
PRAYER FOR OTHERS
Lord, we pray for those who govern; save them
from telling lies and half truths to look good. Help
us to keep praying for them as they do this difficult
work.
We pray for those who spend much of their time
looking for the truth. We think of the police, and
of those who work in the law courts. Help them to
be wise and thoughtful in their dealings with
others.
We pray, especially at this time, for doctors and
nurses, and for those who sometimes have
difficult truths to tell to those who are sick. Help
them to mix honesty with compassion, and also
show them how to care for their own needs.
We pray for teachers, youth leaders, and for all
who work with children and young people.
Help them to set a good example of honesty so
that those whom they lead may learn to live
upright lives.
We pray for the church everywhere; for our
church, and for all who belong to it, including
ourselves. May we follow the example of Jesus, so
that others, seeing how His followers live, may
want to know Him and to follow Him themselves.
Amen.

For the love of God is broader
Than the measures of the mind;
And the heart of the Eternal
Is most wonderfully kind.
But we make his love too narrow
By false limits of our own;
And we magnify his strictness
With a zeal he will not own.
If our love were but more simple
We should take him at his word;
And our lives would be illumined
By the presence of our Lord.
Frederick William Faber (1814-1863)

BLESSING
Gracious God,
We know that when we finish this worship,
You go with us by Your Holy Spirit.
Help us to live in Your world in such a way
That when people meet us, they may see Jesus.
May the Blessing of God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit
Be upon us and remain with us always.

HYMN H&P 230, StF 416
There’s a wideness in God’s mercy
Like the wideness of the sea;
There’s a kindness in God's justice
Which is more than liberty.

"The Christian life is not a constant high. I have
my moments of deep discouragement. I have to
go to God in prayer with tears in my eyes, and
say, 'O God, forgive me,' or 'Help me.'” - Billy
Graham

There is plentiful redemption
In the blood that has been shed;
There is joy for all the members
In the sorrows of the Head.

This Sunday 1 Nov 11am we are having an informal worship
(Café church without the coffee!) with some live musicians
and three young singers from Bright Sparks. Socially
distanced fun worship.

There is grace enough for thousands
Of new worlds as great as this;
There is room for fresh creations
In that upper home of bliss.

8 November is Remembrance Sunday. Please note that this
will start at 10.50am INSIDE the Parish Church. This is to
meet government regulations. Please see the Parish
Magazine for full details.
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Pharisees tended to look down on ordinary people, but these were
often the very people that Jesus chose to be with and then teach,
heal and minister to. The Pharisees had set themselves up as role
models and it was not working out well as the example they set had ceased to be following the way of God.
Today also we know that not all role models set a good example. Sometimes celebrities are held up as role
models. Then we find the example we expected has not been carried through to every aspect of their life.

This is true of ordinary people too. People who should be good role models don't always live up to our
expectations of them. Even in the bible many of its heroes have ‘clay feet’. Jacob was a bit of a con- man;
Moses dithered and was most reluctant to be called; Samson's actions don't seem to indicate that he was
very bright, and so on.
However, in the bible we do have one person whose example is safe to follow. Jesus never told us to do one
thing, then took an easier way for himself. Jesus said that we must love God and gave his whole life to doing
what God wanted. Jesus said that we must love our neighbour as ourselves; and died on the cross to show
God’s love for everyone. Jesus said, you should be ready to serve others and not think how important you
are; and himself lived a life of service. Jesus lived a life of integrity and honesty in every aspect; a life that
was the very opposite of the hypocrisy of the Pharisees; a life that makes Him the only role model we need.
PRAYER FOR OTHERS
Lord, we pray for those who govern; save them
from telling lies and half truths to look good. Help
us to keep praying for them as they do this difficult
work.
We pray for those who spend much of their time
looking for the truth. We think of the police, and
of those who work in the law courts. Help them to
be wise and thoughtful in their dealings with
others.
We pray, especially at this time, for doctors and
nurses, and for those who sometimes have
difficult truths to tell to those who are sick. Help
them to mix honesty with compassion, and also
show them how to care for their own needs.
We pray for teachers, youth leaders, and for all
who work with children and young people.
Help them to set a good example of honesty so
that those whom they lead may learn to live
upright lives.
We pray for the church everywhere; for our
church, and for all who belong to it, including
ourselves. May we follow the example of Jesus, so
that others, seeing how His followers live, may
want to know Him and to follow Him themselves.
Amen.

For the love of God is broader
Than the measures of the mind;
And the heart of the Eternal
Is most wonderfully kind.
But we make his love too narrow
By false limits of our own;
And we magnify his strictness
With a zeal he will not own.
If our love were but more simple
We should take him at his word;
And our lives would be illumined
By the presence of our Lord.
Frederick William Faber (1814-1863)

BLESSING
Gracious God,
We know that when we finish this worship,
You go with us by Your Holy Spirit.
Help us to live in Your world in such a way
That when people meet us, they may see Jesus.
May the Blessing of God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit
Be upon us and remain with us always.

HYMN H&P 230, StF 416
There’s a wideness in God’s mercy
Like the wideness of the sea;
There’s a kindness in God's justice
Which is more than liberty.

"The Christian life is not a constant high. I have
my moments of deep discouragement. I have to
go to God in prayer with tears in my eyes, and
say, 'O God, forgive me,' or 'Help me.'” - Billy
Graham

There is plentiful redemption
In the blood that has been shed;
There is joy for all the members
In the sorrows of the Head.

This Sunday 1 Nov 11am we are having an informal worship
(Café church without the coffee!) with some live musicians
and three young singers from Bright Sparks. Socially
distanced fun worship.

There is grace enough for thousands
Of new worlds as great as this;
There is room for fresh creations
In that upper home of bliss.

8 November is Remembrance Sunday. Please note that this
will start at 10.50am INSIDE the Parish Church. This is to
meet government regulations. Please see the Parish
Magazine for full details.

Week St Mary Methodist Church –
Sunday 1 November 2020
In today’s reading Jesus warns a group of prominent people about
pretending to be what they are not; about giving a public display
designed to impress. In today’s world what is needed is open-ness,
integrity and honesty. Characteristics epitomised by the life of Jesus.
PRAYER
Lord God, You have always been the helper for
Your people. The Bible tells us that in times past,
You listened to their prayers and answered them.
You sent Your word to guide them; you called all
kinds of people, from great kings to children to
help them see what You wanted them to do. You
sent Jesus to live on earth to be our example, and
He died on the cross so that we might be forgiven.
You are the God of the present, for by Your Holy
READING FOR TODAY Matthew 23:1-12 (NIV)
A warning against hypocrisy
1Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his
disciples: 2 ‘The teachers of the law and the
Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat. 3 So you must be
careful to do everything they tell you. But do not
do what they do, for they do not practise what
they preach. 4 They tie up heavy, cumbersome
loads and put them on other people’s shoulders,
but they themselves are not willing to lift a finger
to move them. 5 ‘Everything they do is done for
people to see: they make their phylacteries wide
and the tassels on their garments long; 6 they love
the place of honour at banquets and the most

Spirit You are with us now. You have brought us
together, You listen to our praises and hear our
prayers. You are the God of the future.
In Jesus, You promise to be with us always. You will
never leave us, and one day we will live with You
for ever. Lord God, You are our help that was, is
and ever will be. Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER

important seats in the synagogues; 7 they love to
be greeted with respect in the market places and
to be called “Rabbi” by others.
8 ‘But

you are not to be called “Rabbi”, for you
have one Teacher, and you are all brothers. 9 And
do not call anyone on earth “father”, for you have
one Father, and he is in heaven. 10 Nor are you to
be called instructors, for you have one Instructor,
the Messiah. 11 The greatest among you will be
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would be thought of as someone who thought God’s law was very
important. They expected that everyone would look up to them.
Jesus said that this was not always a good thing because they
weren’t setting a good example. Indeed, there were things that they
did that made Jesus very critical. He said for example, that they laid
burdens on people. They had made the law very complicated. The
Pharisees tended to look down on ordinary people, but these were
often the very people that Jesus chose to be with and then teach,
heal and minister to. The Pharisees had set themselves up as role
models and it was not working out well as the example they set had ceased to be following the way of God.
Today also we know that not all role models set a good example. Sometimes celebrities are held up as role
models. Then we find the example we expected has not been carried through to every aspect of their life.

This is true of ordinary people too. People who should be good role models don't always live up to our
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looking for the truth. We think of the police, and
of those who work in the law courts. Help them to
be wise and thoughtful in their dealings with
others.
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nurses, and for those who sometimes have
difficult truths to tell to those who are sick. Help
them to mix honesty with compassion, and also
show them how to care for their own needs.
We pray for teachers, youth leaders, and for all
who work with children and young people.
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that those whom they lead may learn to live
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church, and for all who belong to it, including
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that others, seeing how His followers live, may
want to know Him and to follow Him themselves.
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want to know Him and to follow Him themselves.
Amen.

For the love of God is broader
Than the measures of the mind;
And the heart of the Eternal
Is most wonderfully kind.
But we make his love too narrow
By false limits of our own;
And we magnify his strictness
With a zeal he will not own.
If our love were but more simple
We should take him at his word;
And our lives would be illumined
By the presence of our Lord.
Frederick William Faber (1814-1863)

BLESSING
Gracious God,
We know that when we finish this worship,
You go with us by Your Holy Spirit.
Help us to live in Your world in such a way
That when people meet us, they may see Jesus.
May the Blessing of God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit
Be upon us and remain with us always.

HYMN H&P 230, StF 416
There’s a wideness in God’s mercy
Like the wideness of the sea;
There’s a kindness in God's justice
Which is more than liberty.

"The Christian life is not a constant high. I have
my moments of deep discouragement. I have to
go to God in prayer with tears in my eyes, and
say, 'O God, forgive me,' or 'Help me.'” - Billy
Graham

There is plentiful redemption
In the blood that has been shed;
There is joy for all the members
In the sorrows of the Head.

This Sunday 1 Nov 11am we are having an informal worship
(Café church without the coffee!) with some live musicians
and three young singers from Bright Sparks. Socially
distanced fun worship.

There is grace enough for thousands
Of new worlds as great as this;
There is room for fresh creations
In that upper home of bliss.

8 November is Remembrance Sunday. Please note that this
will start at 10.50am INSIDE the Parish Church. This is to
meet government regulations. Please see the Parish
Magazine for full details.

Week St Mary Methodist Church –
Sunday 1 November 2020
In today’s reading Jesus warns a group of prominent people about
pretending to be what they are not; about giving a public display
designed to impress. In today’s world what is needed is open-ness,
integrity and honesty. Characteristics epitomised by the life of Jesus.
PRAYER
Lord God, You have always been the helper for
Your people. The Bible tells us that in times past,
You listened to their prayers and answered them.
You sent Your word to guide them; you called all
kinds of people, from great kings to children to
help them see what You wanted them to do. You
sent Jesus to live on earth to be our example, and
He died on the cross so that we might be forgiven.
You are the God of the present, for by Your Holy
READING FOR TODAY Matthew 23:1-12 (NIV)
A warning against hypocrisy
1Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his
disciples: 2 ‘The teachers of the law and the
Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat. 3 So you must be
careful to do everything they tell you. But do not
do what they do, for they do not practise what
they preach. 4 They tie up heavy, cumbersome
loads and put them on other people’s shoulders,
but they themselves are not willing to lift a finger
to move them. 5 ‘Everything they do is done for
people to see: they make their phylacteries wide
and the tassels on their garments long; 6 they love
the place of honour at banquets and the most

Spirit You are with us now. You have brought us
together, You listen to our praises and hear our
prayers. You are the God of the future.
In Jesus, You promise to be with us always. You will
never leave us, and one day we will live with You
for ever. Lord God, You are our help that was, is
and ever will be. Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER

important seats in the synagogues; 7 they love to
be greeted with respect in the market places and
to be called “Rabbi” by others.
8 ‘But

you are not to be called “Rabbi”, for you
have one Teacher, and you are all brothers. 9 And
do not call anyone on earth “father”, for you have
one Father, and he is in heaven. 10 Nor are you to
be called instructors, for you have one Instructor,
the Messiah. 11 The greatest among you will be
your servant. 12 For those who exalt themselves
will be humbled, and those who humble
themselves will be exalted.

REFLECTION
A phylactery is a small leather box containing the Torah (the first five books of the Bible) worn by some
devout Jews to this day when praying. Jesus in this passage says the Pharisees were wearing them so they
would be thought of as someone who thought God’s law was very
important. They expected that everyone would look up to them.
Jesus said that this was not always a good thing because they
weren’t setting a good example. Indeed, there were things that they
did that made Jesus very critical. He said for example, that they laid
burdens on people. They had made the law very complicated. The
Pharisees tended to look down on ordinary people, but these were
often the very people that Jesus chose to be with and then teach,
heal and minister to. The Pharisees had set themselves up as role
models and it was not working out well as the example they set had ceased to be following the way of God.
Today also we know that not all role models set a good example. Sometimes celebrities are held up as role
models. Then we find the example we expected has not been carried through to every aspect of their life.

This is true of ordinary people too. People who should be good role models don't always live up to our
expectations of them. Even in the bible many of its heroes have ‘clay feet’. Jacob was a bit of a con- man;
Moses dithered and was most reluctant to be called; Samson's actions don't seem to indicate that he was
very bright, and so on.
However, in the bible we do have one person whose example is safe to follow. Jesus never told us to do one
thing, then took an easier way for himself. Jesus said that we must love God and gave his whole life to doing
what God wanted. Jesus said that we must love our neighbour as ourselves; and died on the cross to show
God’s love for everyone. Jesus said, you should be ready to serve others and not think how important you
are; and himself lived a life of service. Jesus lived a life of integrity and honesty in every aspect; a life that
was the very opposite of the hypocrisy of the Pharisees; a life that makes Him the only role model we need.
PRAYER FOR OTHERS
Lord, we pray for those who govern; save them
from telling lies and half truths to look good. Help
us to keep praying for them as they do this difficult
work.
We pray for those who spend much of their time
looking for the truth. We think of the police, and
of those who work in the law courts. Help them to
be wise and thoughtful in their dealings with
others.
We pray, especially at this time, for doctors and
nurses, and for those who sometimes have
difficult truths to tell to those who are sick. Help
them to mix honesty with compassion, and also
show them how to care for their own needs.
We pray for teachers, youth leaders, and for all
who work with children and young people.
Help them to set a good example of honesty so
that those whom they lead may learn to live
upright lives.
We pray for the church everywhere; for our
church, and for all who belong to it, including
ourselves. May we follow the example of Jesus, so
that others, seeing how His followers live, may
want to know Him and to follow Him themselves.
Amen.
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sent Jesus to live on earth to be our example, and
He died on the cross so that we might be forgiven.
You are the God of the present, for by Your Holy
READING FOR TODAY Matthew 23:1-12 (NIV)
A warning against hypocrisy
1Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his
disciples: 2 ‘The teachers of the law and the
Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat. 3 So you must be
careful to do everything they tell you. But do not
do what they do, for they do not practise what
they preach. 4 They tie up heavy, cumbersome
loads and put them on other people’s shoulders,
but they themselves are not willing to lift a finger
to move them. 5 ‘Everything they do is done for
people to see: they make their phylacteries wide
and the tassels on their garments long; 6 they love
the place of honour at banquets and the most

Spirit You are with us now. You have brought us
together, You listen to our praises and hear our
prayers. You are the God of the future.
In Jesus, You promise to be with us always. You will
never leave us, and one day we will live with You
for ever. Lord God, You are our help that was, is
and ever will be. Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER

important seats in the synagogues; 7 they love to
be greeted with respect in the market places and
to be called “Rabbi” by others.
8 ‘But

you are not to be called “Rabbi”, for you
have one Teacher, and you are all brothers. 9 And
do not call anyone on earth “father”, for you have
one Father, and he is in heaven. 10 Nor are you to
be called instructors, for you have one Instructor,
the Messiah. 11 The greatest among you will be
your servant. 12 For those who exalt themselves
will be humbled, and those who humble
themselves will be exalted.

REFLECTION
A phylactery is a small leather box containing the Torah (the first five books of the Bible) worn by some
devout Jews to this day when praying. Jesus in this passage says the Pharisees were wearing them so they
would be thought of as someone who thought God’s law was very
important. They expected that everyone would look up to them.
Jesus said that this was not always a good thing because they
weren’t setting a good example. Indeed, there were things that they
did that made Jesus very critical. He said for example, that they laid
burdens on people. They had made the law very complicated. The
Pharisees tended to look down on ordinary people, but these were
often the very people that Jesus chose to be with and then teach,
heal and minister to. The Pharisees had set themselves up as role
models and it was not working out well as the example they set had ceased to be following the way of God.
Today also we know that not all role models set a good example. Sometimes celebrities are held up as role
models. Then we find the example we expected has not been carried through to every aspect of their life.

This is true of ordinary people too. People who should be good role models don't always live up to our
expectations of them. Even in the bible many of its heroes have ‘clay feet’. Jacob was a bit of a con- man;
Moses dithered and was most reluctant to be called; Samson's actions don't seem to indicate that he was
very bright, and so on.
However, in the bible we do have one person whose example is safe to follow. Jesus never told us to do one
thing, then took an easier way for himself. Jesus said that we must love God and gave his whole life to doing
what God wanted. Jesus said that we must love our neighbour as ourselves; and died on the cross to show
God’s love for everyone. Jesus said, you should be ready to serve others and not think how important you
are; and himself lived a life of service. Jesus lived a life of integrity and honesty in every aspect; a life that
was the very opposite of the hypocrisy of the Pharisees; a life that makes Him the only role model we need.
PRAYER FOR OTHERS
Lord, we pray for those who govern; save them
from telling lies and half truths to look good. Help
us to keep praying for them as they do this difficult
work.
We pray for those who spend much of their time
looking for the truth. We think of the police, and
of those who work in the law courts. Help them to
be wise and thoughtful in their dealings with
others.
We pray, especially at this time, for doctors and
nurses, and for those who sometimes have
difficult truths to tell to those who are sick. Help
them to mix honesty with compassion, and also
show them how to care for their own needs.
We pray for teachers, youth leaders, and for all
who work with children and young people.
Help them to set a good example of honesty so
that those whom they lead may learn to live
upright lives.
We pray for the church everywhere; for our
church, and for all who belong to it, including
ourselves. May we follow the example of Jesus, so
that others, seeing how His followers live, may
want to know Him and to follow Him themselves.
Amen.

For the love of God is broader
Than the measures of the mind;
And the heart of the Eternal
Is most wonderfully kind.
But we make his love too narrow
By false limits of our own;
And we magnify his strictness
With a zeal he will not own.
If our love were but more simple
We should take him at his word;
And our lives would be illumined
By the presence of our Lord.
Frederick William Faber (1814-1863)

BLESSING
Gracious God,
We know that when we finish this worship,
You go with us by Your Holy Spirit.
Help us to live in Your world in such a way
That when people meet us, they may see Jesus.
May the Blessing of God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit
Be upon us and remain with us always.

HYMN H&P 230, StF 416
There’s a wideness in God’s mercy
Like the wideness of the sea;
There’s a kindness in God's justice
Which is more than liberty.

"The Christian life is not a constant high. I have
my moments of deep discouragement. I have to
go to God in prayer with tears in my eyes, and
say, 'O God, forgive me,' or 'Help me.'” - Billy
Graham

There is plentiful redemption
In the blood that has been shed;
There is joy for all the members
In the sorrows of the Head.

This Sunday 1 Nov 11am we are having an informal worship
(Café church without the coffee!) with some live musicians
and three young singers from Bright Sparks. Socially
distanced fun worship.

There is grace enough for thousands
Of new worlds as great as this;
There is room for fresh creations
In that upper home of bliss.

8 November is Remembrance Sunday. Please note that this
will start at 10.50am INSIDE the Parish Church. This is to
meet government regulations. Please see the Parish
Magazine for full details.
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often the very people that Jesus chose to be with and then teach,
heal and minister to. The Pharisees had set themselves up as role
models and it was not working out well as the example they set had ceased to be following the way of God.
Today also we know that not all role models set a good example. Sometimes celebrities are held up as role
models. Then we find the example we expected has not been carried through to every aspect of their life.

This is true of ordinary people too. People who should be good role models don't always live up to our
expectations of them. Even in the bible many of its heroes have ‘clay feet’. Jacob was a bit of a con- man;
Moses dithered and was most reluctant to be called; Samson's actions don't seem to indicate that he was
very bright, and so on.
However, in the bible we do have one person whose example is safe to follow. Jesus never told us to do one
thing, then took an easier way for himself. Jesus said that we must love God and gave his whole life to doing
what God wanted. Jesus said that we must love our neighbour as ourselves; and died on the cross to show
God’s love for everyone. Jesus said, you should be ready to serve others and not think how important you
are; and himself lived a life of service. Jesus lived a life of integrity and honesty in every aspect; a life that
was the very opposite of the hypocrisy of the Pharisees; a life that makes Him the only role model we need.
PRAYER FOR OTHERS
Lord, we pray for those who govern; save them
from telling lies and half truths to look good. Help
us to keep praying for them as they do this difficult
work.
We pray for those who spend much of their time
looking for the truth. We think of the police, and
of those who work in the law courts. Help them to
be wise and thoughtful in their dealings with
others.
We pray, especially at this time, for doctors and
nurses, and for those who sometimes have
difficult truths to tell to those who are sick. Help
them to mix honesty with compassion, and also
show them how to care for their own needs.
We pray for teachers, youth leaders, and for all
who work with children and young people.
Help them to set a good example of honesty so
that those whom they lead may learn to live
upright lives.
We pray for the church everywhere; for our
church, and for all who belong to it, including
ourselves. May we follow the example of Jesus, so
that others, seeing how His followers live, may
want to know Him and to follow Him themselves.
Amen.

For the love of God is broader
Than the measures of the mind;
And the heart of the Eternal
Is most wonderfully kind.
But we make his love too narrow
By false limits of our own;
And we magnify his strictness
With a zeal he will not own.
If our love were but more simple
We should take him at his word;
And our lives would be illumined
By the presence of our Lord.
Frederick William Faber (1814-1863)

BLESSING
Gracious God,
We know that when we finish this worship,
You go with us by Your Holy Spirit.
Help us to live in Your world in such a way
That when people meet us, they may see Jesus.
May the Blessing of God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit
Be upon us and remain with us always.

HYMN H&P 230, StF 416
There’s a wideness in God’s mercy
Like the wideness of the sea;
There’s a kindness in God's justice
Which is more than liberty.

"The Christian life is not a constant high. I have
my moments of deep discouragement. I have to
go to God in prayer with tears in my eyes, and
say, 'O God, forgive me,' or 'Help me.'” - Billy
Graham

There is plentiful redemption
In the blood that has been shed;
There is joy for all the members
In the sorrows of the Head.

This Sunday 1 Nov 11am we are having an informal worship
(Café church without the coffee!) with some live musicians
and three young singers from Bright Sparks. Socially
distanced fun worship.

There is grace enough for thousands
Of new worlds as great as this;
There is room for fresh creations
In that upper home of bliss.

8 November is Remembrance Sunday. Please note that this
will start at 10.50am INSIDE the Parish Church. This is to
meet government regulations. Please see the Parish
Magazine for full details.

Week St Mary Methodist Church –
Sunday 1 November 2020
In today’s reading Jesus warns a group of prominent people about
pretending to be what they are not; about giving a public display
designed to impress. In today’s world what is needed is open-ness,
integrity and honesty. Characteristics epitomised by the life of Jesus.
PRAYER
Lord God, You have always been the helper for
Your people. The Bible tells us that in times past,
You listened to their prayers and answered them.
You sent Your word to guide them; you called all
kinds of people, from great kings to children to
help them see what You wanted them to do. You
sent Jesus to live on earth to be our example, and
He died on the cross so that we might be forgiven.
You are the God of the present, for by Your Holy
READING FOR TODAY Matthew 23:1-12 (NIV)
A warning against hypocrisy
1Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his
disciples: 2 ‘The teachers of the law and the
Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat. 3 So you must be
careful to do everything they tell you. But do not
do what they do, for they do not practise what
they preach. 4 They tie up heavy, cumbersome
loads and put them on other people’s shoulders,
but they themselves are not willing to lift a finger
to move them. 5 ‘Everything they do is done for
people to see: they make their phylacteries wide
and the tassels on their garments long; 6 they love
the place of honour at banquets and the most

Spirit You are with us now. You have brought us
together, You listen to our praises and hear our
prayers. You are the God of the future.
In Jesus, You promise to be with us always. You will
never leave us, and one day we will live with You
for ever. Lord God, You are our help that was, is
and ever will be. Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER

important seats in the synagogues; 7 they love to
be greeted with respect in the market places and
to be called “Rabbi” by others.
8 ‘But

you are not to be called “Rabbi”, for you
have one Teacher, and you are all brothers. 9 And
do not call anyone on earth “father”, for you have
one Father, and he is in heaven. 10 Nor are you to
be called instructors, for you have one Instructor,
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would be thought of as someone who thought God’s law was very
important. They expected that everyone would look up to them.
Jesus said that this was not always a good thing because they
weren’t setting a good example. Indeed, there were things that they
did that made Jesus very critical. He said for example, that they laid
burdens on people. They had made the law very complicated. The
Pharisees tended to look down on ordinary people, but these were
often the very people that Jesus chose to be with and then teach,
heal and minister to. The Pharisees had set themselves up as role
models and it was not working out well as the example they set had ceased to be following the way of God.
Today also we know that not all role models set a good example. Sometimes celebrities are held up as role
models. Then we find the example we expected has not been carried through to every aspect of their life.

This is true of ordinary people too. People who should be good role models don't always live up to our
expectations of them. Even in the bible many of its heroes have ‘clay feet’. Jacob was a bit of a con- man;
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PRAYER FOR OTHERS
Lord, we pray for those who govern; save them
from telling lies and half truths to look good. Help
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others.
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nurses, and for those who sometimes have
difficult truths to tell to those who are sick. Help
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show them how to care for their own needs.
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who work with children and young people.
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that those whom they lead may learn to live
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Than the measures of the mind;
And the heart of the Eternal
Is most wonderfully kind.
But we make his love too narrow
By false limits of our own;
And we magnify his strictness
With a zeal he will not own.
If our love were but more simple
We should take him at his word;
And our lives would be illumined
By the presence of our Lord.
Frederick William Faber (1814-1863)

BLESSING
Gracious God,
We know that when we finish this worship,
You go with us by Your Holy Spirit.
Help us to live in Your world in such a way
That when people meet us, they may see Jesus.
May the Blessing of God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit
Be upon us and remain with us always.

HYMN H&P 230, StF 416
There’s a wideness in God’s mercy
Like the wideness of the sea;
There’s a kindness in God's justice
Which is more than liberty.

"The Christian life is not a constant high. I have
my moments of deep discouragement. I have to
go to God in prayer with tears in my eyes, and
say, 'O God, forgive me,' or 'Help me.'” - Billy
Graham

There is plentiful redemption
In the blood that has been shed;
There is joy for all the members
In the sorrows of the Head.

This Sunday 1 Nov 11am we are having an informal worship
(Café church without the coffee!) with some live musicians
and three young singers from Bright Sparks. Socially
distanced fun worship.

There is grace enough for thousands
Of new worlds as great as this;
There is room for fresh creations
In that upper home of bliss.

8 November is Remembrance Sunday. Please note that this
will start at 10.50am INSIDE the Parish Church. This is to
meet government regulations. Please see the Parish
Magazine for full details.

Week St Mary Methodist Church –
Sunday 1 November 2020
In today’s reading Jesus warns a group of prominent people about
pretending to be what they are not; about giving a public display
designed to impress. In today’s world what is needed is open-ness,
integrity and honesty. Characteristics epitomised by the life of Jesus.
PRAYER
Lord God, You have always been the helper for
Your people. The Bible tells us that in times past,
You listened to their prayers and answered them.
You sent Your word to guide them; you called all
kinds of people, from great kings to children to
help them see what You wanted them to do. You
sent Jesus to live on earth to be our example, and
He died on the cross so that we might be forgiven.
You are the God of the present, for by Your Holy
READING FOR TODAY Matthew 23:1-12 (NIV)
A warning against hypocrisy
1Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his
disciples: 2 ‘The teachers of the law and the
Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat. 3 So you must be
careful to do everything they tell you. But do not
do what they do, for they do not practise what
they preach. 4 They tie up heavy, cumbersome
loads and put them on other people’s shoulders,
but they themselves are not willing to lift a finger
to move them. 5 ‘Everything they do is done for
people to see: they make their phylacteries wide
and the tassels on their garments long; 6 they love
the place of honour at banquets and the most

Spirit You are with us now. You have brought us
together, You listen to our praises and hear our
prayers. You are the God of the future.
In Jesus, You promise to be with us always. You will
never leave us, and one day we will live with You
for ever. Lord God, You are our help that was, is
and ever will be. Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER

important seats in the synagogues; 7 they love to
be greeted with respect in the market places and
to be called “Rabbi” by others.
8 ‘But

you are not to be called “Rabbi”, for you
have one Teacher, and you are all brothers. 9 And
do not call anyone on earth “father”, for you have
one Father, and he is in heaven. 10 Nor are you to
be called instructors, for you have one Instructor,
the Messiah. 11 The greatest among you will be
your servant. 12 For those who exalt themselves
will be humbled, and those who humble
themselves will be exalted.

REFLECTION
A phylactery is a small leather box containing the Torah (the first five books of the Bible) worn by some
devout Jews to this day when praying. Jesus in this passage says the Pharisees were wearing them so they
would be thought of as someone who thought God’s law was very
important. They expected that everyone would look up to them.
Jesus said that this was not always a good thing because they
weren’t setting a good example. Indeed, there were things that they
did that made Jesus very critical. He said for example, that they laid
burdens on people. They had made the law very complicated. The
Pharisees tended to look down on ordinary people, but these were
often the very people that Jesus chose to be with and then teach,
heal and minister to. The Pharisees had set themselves up as role
models and it was not working out well as the example they set had ceased to be following the way of God.
Today also we know that not all role models set a good example. Sometimes celebrities are held up as role
models. Then we find the example we expected has not been carried through to every aspect of their life.

This is true of ordinary people too. People who should be good role models don't always live up to our
expectations of them. Even in the bible many of its heroes have ‘clay feet’. Jacob was a bit of a con- man;
Moses dithered and was most reluctant to be called; Samson's actions don't seem to indicate that he was
very bright, and so on.
However, in the bible we do have one person whose example is safe to follow. Jesus never told us to do one
thing, then took an easier way for himself. Jesus said that we must love God and gave his whole life to doing
what God wanted. Jesus said that we must love our neighbour as ourselves; and died on the cross to show
God’s love for everyone. Jesus said, you should be ready to serve others and not think how important you
are; and himself lived a life of service. Jesus lived a life of integrity and honesty in every aspect; a life that
was the very opposite of the hypocrisy of the Pharisees; a life that makes Him the only role model we need.
PRAYER FOR OTHERS
Lord, we pray for those who govern; save them
from telling lies and half truths to look good. Help
us to keep praying for them as they do this difficult
work.
We pray for those who spend much of their time
looking for the truth. We think of the police, and
of those who work in the law courts. Help them to
be wise and thoughtful in their dealings with
others.
We pray, especially at this time, for doctors and
nurses, and for those who sometimes have
difficult truths to tell to those who are sick. Help
them to mix honesty with compassion, and also
show them how to care for their own needs.
We pray for teachers, youth leaders, and for all
who work with children and young people.
Help them to set a good example of honesty so
that those whom they lead may learn to live
upright lives.
We pray for the church everywhere; for our
church, and for all who belong to it, including
ourselves. May we follow the example of Jesus, so
that others, seeing how His followers live, may
want to know Him and to follow Him themselves.
Amen.
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