
 

Week St Mary Methodist Church – 

Sunday 6 February 2022   
This Sunday we have a cafe church at 6.30pm when the speaker will be 
the Rev Linda Barriball. Next Sunday our morning worship at 11am will 
be led by Edward Elson and the Worship Team.  
  
 
PRAYER  
Father, we come to you in confidence. By your 
grace we have become your children; 
conceived by your love, born through faith in 
Christ. We come to you to be reminded all 
over again who we are, to be challenged to 
serve, to respond with confession and to be 

ready to stand for your truth and mercy. We 
have come because you have called us, 
because you have empowered us, because 
you have loved us. We have come to worship 
you in Christ who called us. Amen

 

READING FOR TODAY Luke 5:1-11 (NIV)  
Jesus calls his first disciples 
One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of 
Gennesaret, the people were crowding round 
him and listening to the word of God. 2 He saw 
at the water’s edge two boats, left there by 
the fishermen, who were washing their 
nets. 3 He got into one of the boats, the one 
belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out 
a little from the shore. Then he sat down and 
taught the people from the boat. 
4 When he had finished speaking, he said to 
Simon, ‘Put out into deep water, and let down 
the nets for a catch.’ 
5 Simon answered, ‘Master, we’ve worked 
hard all night and haven’t caught anything. 
But because you say so, I will let down the 
nets.’ 

6 When they had done so, they caught such a 
large number of fish that their nets began to 
break. 7 So they signalled to their partners in 
the other boat to come and help them, and 
they came and filled both boats so full that 
they began to sink. 
8 When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus’ 
knees and said, ‘Go away from me, Lord; I am 
a sinful man!’ 9 For he and all his companions 
were astonished at the catch of fish they had 
taken, 10 and so were James and John, the 
sons of Zebedee, Simon’s partners. 
Then Jesus said to Simon, ‘Don’t be afraid; 
from now on you will fish for people.’ 11 So 
they pulled their boats up on shore, left 
everything and followed him. 
   

 

REFLECTION 
Jesus had started his ministry and had been preaching, teaching and healing in and around Galilee. 
Now he was starting on his recruitment of disciples who would be his permanent followers and who 
he would entrust to carry on his work after he had gone. But he wasn’t looking for educated people, 
he wasn’t looking for the usual pupils to learn from a Rabbi. He was going to recruit a rather unusual 
group of men starting with some fishermen from Lake Galilee (also known as the Lake of 
Gennesaret). 
When you read this account in Luke you might wonder what Simon Peter made of all this when Jesus 
first came to the shore. Simon, with James and John, were busy washing and mending their nets, 
getting ready, no doubt, to go out fishing again the following night. And then this travelling preacher, 
Jesus, turns up and talks to a crowd who gathered around him. Did Simon and his partners feel a bit 
irritated by this group of people who had nothing better to do than stand around listening to Jesus 
while the fishermen got on with their work. 



 

And then it got worse. Jesus got into their empty boat and expected them to leave what they were 
doing and row him out from shore so Jesus had a better vantage point to preach to the crowd. And 
then, to cap it all, Jesus told them to go further out and lower their nets, even though they had 
caught nothing all night and they all knew that the best fishing was at night. But they did it, and 
were amazed at the catch; so big that they had to get other boats to help. 
Whatever Simon Peter originally thought of Jesus he was now convinced. Simon must have heard 
Jesus preaching about repentance and he fell on his knees and confessed that he was a sinful man. 
But Jesus told him not to be afraid and that he wanted him to come and fish for men, in other words 
to come and recruit more followers. And Simon, James and John, amazingly, did just that. They left 
their boats, and their equipment, and their bumper catch, and followed Jesus.  
The three fishermen listened and heard the call of Jesus, they responded to his call by following him, 
and they committed to Jesus by leaving all their past life behind.  
And that is what Jesus asks of us. He wants us to hear and listen to his call, he wants us to respond 
with action – not put it off, and he wants us to commit to changing our lives so that we focus on 
faith, hope and love rather than worldly matters.  
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

PRAYERS FOR OTHERS 
Lord God, we bring before you all the leaders, 
politicians, rulers and people in authority. We 
ask, Lord, that you open their ears so that they 
truly listen to and hear those that they are 
responsible for and whom they represent; we 
ask that they respond, not with self interest, 
not with glib platitudes, not with loyalty to a 
political dogma, but with actions and policies 
that actually help people; and we ask that they 
commit to long-term actions and measures 
rather short-term politically expedience.  
Lord God, we bring before you our concerns 
about the climate crisis, extinction of species, 
and pollution. We seem to have forgotten that 
we are stewards of your creation rather than 
owners of it. We know that action is needed 
but it is not clear that it is happening quickly 
enough. People’s concerns seem to be ahead 
of our leaders reactions. We ask that on these 
issues our leaders hear what is being said, 
respond to the scientific evidence, and 
commit to actions that make a real difference 
to the future of the world that ultimately is 
yours, and only yours. 
Lord God, we bring before you all those in 
healing, caring and nurturing professions – 
nurses, doctors, teachers, carers. All too often 
we take their listening, responding and 
commitment for granted. We ask that you 
keep us individually and collectively aware of 

all the work they do for others, and make us 
grateful.  Amen 

HYMN H&P 141, StF 250 
Jesus calls us; o'er the tumult 
Of our life's wild, restless sea, 
Day by day his clear voice soundeth, 
Saying, "Christian, follow me;" 
 

As of old Apostles heard it 
By the Galilean lake, 
Turned from home and toil and kindred, 
Leaving all for his dear sake. 
 

Jesus calls us from the worship 
Of the vain world's golden store; 
From each idol that would keep us, 
Saying, "Christian, love me more." 
 

In our joys and in our sorrows, 
Days of toil and hours of ease, 
Still he calls, in cares and pleasures, 
"Christian, love me more than these." 
 

Jesus calls us! By thy mercies, 
Saviour, may we hear thy call, 
Give our hearts to thine obedience, 
Serve and love thee best of all. 
 
THE GRACE 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit be with you now and ever more. Amen 
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