
 

Week St Mary Methodist Church – 

Sunday 30 January 2022   
We had a great service with Holy Communion last Sunday led by 
Glenton Brown. Glenton spoke about moving on and getting going for 
Christ. A very topical subject for current times. This Sunday Peter Daniel 
is leading the worship at the Chapel at 11am. 
  
PRAYER  
‘Love is patient and kind.’ 
Almighty God, we praise You because Your 
patience is never-ending. You made this 
world and all that is in it, including us, with 
Your creative power. 
You created us to be in relationship with You, 
but when we went wrong,You didn’t force us 
to live in Your way, as if we were puppets. 

Instead, You kept calling to us through Your 
prophets, and finally sent Jesus to live 
amongst us, and die so that we might be 
forgiven. 
We make mistakes over and over again, 
but You never give up on us. For Your 
kindness and patience we praise You, Lord. 
Amen. 

 

READING FOR TODAY I Corinthians 13:1-13 (NIV)  
If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, 
but do not have love, I am only a resounding 
gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the gift 
of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and 
all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can 
move mountains, but do not have love, I am 
nothing. 3 If I give all I possess to the poor and 
give over my body to hardship that I may 
boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing. 
4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not 
envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It 
does not dishonour others, it is not self-
seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no 
record of wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in 
evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always 
protects, always trusts, always hopes, always  

perseveres. 
8 Love never fails. But where there are 
prophecies, they will cease; where there are 
tongues, they will be stilled; where there is 
knowledge, it will pass away. 9 For we know 
in part and we prophesy in part, 10 but when 
completeness comes, what is in part 
disappears. 11 When I was a child, I talked like 
a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a 
child. When I became a man, I put the ways 
of childhood behind me. 12 For now we see 
only a reflection as in a mirror; then we shall 
see face to face. Now I know in part; then I 
shall know fully, even as I am fully known. 
13 And now these three remain: faith, hope 
and love. But the greatest of these is love. 

 

REFLECTION 
‘Love’ has many different meanings in the English language, ranging from ‘I love that hairdo’ to 
young lovers gazing into each other’s eyes saying ‘I love you’. Mostly in English it describes an 
emotion. Paul, however, was writing in Greek, not English, and Greek is richer when it comes to 
words for love. ‘Eros’ refers to what today we would call romantic love; ‘phileo’ from which we get 
our word ‘philanthropy’; ‘storge’ carries the sense of ‘love of the familiar’ – the love we have for 
family members or people we’ve known all our lives. But Paul doesn’t use any of those words, and 
neither do most of the writers of the New Testament. The word he uses is ‘agapé’, and it doesn’t 
describe an emotion at all. It’s a decision of the will to act in the other person’s best interests, 
whether we feel like it or not. It’s getting down at the supper table and washing your disciples’ feet. 



 

It’s being willing to lay down your life to save people who don’t even care about you. It’s the way 
God loves us, and the way God calls us to act towards others as well. 
The Corinthian christians clearly liked dramatic spiritual experiences. They loved supernatural gifts 

like speaking in tongues and miracles and healings. Paul had a suspicion that sometimes there 

wasn’t a lot of love in the way they used those gifts. In our Worship Sheet two weeks ago when the 

reading was from Chapter 12, Paul reminded the Corinthians that the church is like a body, the Body 

of Christ. Each organ and limb has an essential part to play in the life of the body. So it is with the 

church; each of us has been given spiritual gifts, but we’re to use them in love, to build up the whole 

Body of Christ, not to show off or chase after spiritual thrills. Paul in this passage is asking his friends 

in Corinth, “What’s going to last? On that day when we see God face to face, what will really be 

important?” Will it be our reputation for wisdom or knowledge or supernatural experiences? No – 

in fact, on that day, we’ll be brought face to face with the truth of how little we really knew!  

Often people, when they come to the end of their lives, regret all the time and energy they’ve spent 

on things that mean absolutely nothing to them now. Possessions, ‘success’; the opinions of others; 

being popular. But in the end, Paul would say to us, none of that’s going to last. So what will last? 

Only three things, says Paul – faith, hope, and love – and the greatest of these is love.  

Let’s never let ourselves settle for less than this. An American commentator Dr. Haddon Robinson 

said, “Love is that thing which, if a church [we could also read ‘person’ here] has it, it doesn't really 

need much else, and if it doesn't have it, whatever else it has doesn't really matter very much”. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

PRAYERS FOR OTHERS 
Your love is patient; we give you thanks for 
all those who have been patient with us 
and have taught and cared for us;  
and we pray for the patience to love others  
as you have loved us. 
Your love is kind; give us the courage to be 
kind to others and to serve those with 
patience who are so often unkind, rude, 
difficult to love, or our enemies.  
Your love is not pompous; give us insight to 
speak the truth in love and for the sake of 
your kingdom.  
Your love does not seek its own interests; 
we thank you and pray for those who serve 
the poor and those in need.  
Your love is not quick-tempered; we pray for 
those who are angry and for the violent and 
their victims; people trapped in abusive 
relationships. 
Your love bears all things; we remember 
before you those with heavy burdens and too 
little comfort and help.  
Your love never fails; let your comfort settle 
on those who are bereaved or who are lonely 
this day. In the name of Jesus we pray. Amen 

HYMN StF 256 
When I needed a neighbour 
Were you there, were you there? 
When I needed a neighbour, were you there? 
 
CHORUS And the creed and the colour 
And the name won't matter 
Were you there? 
 
I was hungry and thirsty 
Were you there, were you there? 
I was hungry and thirsty, were you there? 
CHORUS 
 
I was cold, I was naked 
Were you there, were you there? 
I was cold, I was naked, were you there? 
CHORUS 
 
When I needed a shelter 
Were you there, were you there? 
When I needed a shelter were you there? 
CHORUS 
 

THE GRACE 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit be with you now and ever more. Amen 
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