
 

Week St Mary Methodist Church – 

Sunday 23 January 2022   
Last Sunday, our informal Rendezvous service, led by Sophie Doyle, was 
on the theme of Jesus’s first miracle – when he turned water into wine. 
It entailed everyone (adults included!) playing a game involving water. 
This Sunday we have a service of Holy Communion at 11am led by 
Glenton Brown and the Worship Team.  
  
PRAYER  
Loving God, through your Son you have 
called us to repent of our sin, to believe the 
good news, and to celebrate the coming of 
your kingdom. Grant that we may hear the 

call to discipleship and gladly proclaim the 
gospel to a waiting world; through Jesus 
Christ our lord. Amen

 

READING FOR TODAY Luke 4:14-21 (NIV)  
14 Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of 
the Spirit, and news about him spread 
through the whole countryside. 15 He was 
teaching in their synagogues, and everyone 
praised him. 
16 He went to Nazareth, where he had been 
brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went 
into the synagogue, as was his custom. He 
stood up to read, 17 and the scroll of the 
prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling 
it, he found the place where it is written: 
18 ‘The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 
    because he has anointed me 

    to proclaim good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the 
prisoners    and recovery of sight for the blind, 
to set the oppressed free, 
19 

    to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.’ 
20 Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to 
the attendant and sat down. The eyes of 
everyone in the synagogue were fastened on 
him. 21 He began by saying to them, ‘Today 
this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.’ 
   

 

REFLECTION 
This is the start of Luke’s account of the teaching and ministry of Jesus, and he starts with a brief 
summary in verses 14 and 15, stressing that Jesus had the power of the Spirit with him, that he 
was teaching, and that the people received him well.  
Then Luke talks about Jesus returning to Nazareth where he been brought up and going to the 
synagogue on the Sabbath. The format of services was typically that there were prayers, scripture 
readings, and a sermon; the leader stood to read and pray but sat down to teach and preach. One 
of the readings was a set reading from the law, ie from one of the first five books of the Bible; the 
other one, from the prophets was more flexible. Any competent person could be invited to take 
part and Jesus stood up to read, was given the Isaiah scroll, and chose to read verses 1 and 2 from 
chapter 61. Then he sat down to give a discourse in which he started by saying ‘today this 
scripture is fulfilled in me’. 
The quotations from Isaiah that Jesus chose come from chapter 61 of Isaiah, towards the end of 
the book. These verses are written in the form of God’s servant bringing good news based on a 
return to God’s favour; some scholars think they were added later when the Jewish people 
returned to Jerusalem after their exile in Babylon.  
So Jesus was stressing that he was here to bring good news to the poor, the oppressed, the 
prisoners, and those suffering from disabilities such as blindness. And Jesus was anointed by the 



 

Spirit to bring this good news. And to bring it to people who weren’t used to good news – to the 
poor and downtrodden and unlucky.  
Good news, as a phrase, runs through the Christian faith like words in a stick of rock, and perhaps 
we don’t make enough of it. Let’s look at some examples. 
The word Gospel itself means good news. It derives from the Old English ‘Godspel’, which is a 
translation of the Greek ‘Evangelion’, which means good news. And Gospel was originally the word 
for the Christian message itself, but later became the name for the books in which it is set out.  
Then we have the ‘Good News Bible’. Published in the 1960s as a modern translation with more 
simple English, that was easier to read. It was originally called ‘Good news for modern man’ – note 
the man – we were less conscious of gender discrimination back in the 60s. It was particularly 
suitable for children and those learning English. It rapidly became one of the most popular Bible 
translations, and I do like the idea that good news is right there in the title.  
The early Christians were completely excited about spreading the good news of Jesus to everyone. 
They could hardly contain themselves and took every opportunity to pass the good news on – 
despite the fact that in many cases it resulted in hardship or persecution. The Acts of the Apostles 
makes clear the passion and the diverse ways in which the early Christians passed on the good 
news of Jesus and his gifts of forgiveness and the Spirit. 
And we should continue to spread the good news of Jesus, the forgiveness he granted us, the gifts 
of the Spirit he gave to us. And let’s not complicate it with extras that only get in the way.  
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

PRAYERS FOR OTHERS 
We pray for Christians everywhere as we 
follow your command to go and make 
disciples of all nations, to preach the gospel 
to all creation. Help us to concentrate on the 
core message of the good news of Jesus, that 
he died so we could be forgiven, and that he 
came to bring good news to the poor. Help us 
to not get sidetracked, or make it more 
complicated than it need be.  
We pray for all those whose life is 
constrained by a darkness within, those who 
cannot break out of a cycle of wrongdoing, 
those who have no hope for the future, those 
who feel downtrodden. We pray that they 
will experience the joy and fullness of life 
given by faith in you and by the Spirit. 
We pray for those suffering from poverty, 
disability, or loneliness, those bruised by life. 
We pray that they will learn of the good news 
of Jesus, of his grace and mercy, and that by 
our examples as serving Christians they will 
come to know you. Amen 
 

HYMN H&P 315, StF 404 
God's Spirit is in my heart, 
He has called me and set me apart. 

This is what I have to do, 
what I have to do. 
 

Chorus 
He sent me to give the Good News to the 
poor, 
Tell prisoners that they are prisoners no 
more, 
Tell blind people that they can see, 
And set the downtrodden free 
And go tell everyone the news that the 
Kingdom of God has come, 
And go tell everyone the news that the 
Kingdom of God has come. 
 

Just as the Father sent me, 
So I'm sending you out to be 
My witnesses throughout the world, 
The whole of the world. 
Chorus 
 

Don't worry what you have to say, 
Don't worry because on that day 
God's Spirit will speak in your heart, 
Will speak in your heart. 
Chorus 
 

THE GRACE 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit be with you now and ever more. Amen 
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