
 

Week St Mary Methodist Church – 

Sunday 9 January 2022   
This Sunday we have a service of worship at 11am led by Jeremy Ward. 
Next Sunday, 16th January, we will be back to our monthly Rendezvous 
informal breakfast service, at 9.30am, led by Sophie Doyle. Do come and 
join us if you can.  
  
PRAYER  
Dear Lord, as we start the new year we often 
resolve to be better people and to do things 
differently. The most certain way to have this 
new beginning is to be open to the gift of your 
Holy Spirit, to welcome Jesus into our hearts, 

and to follow your ways. As we read this 
service sheet on the themes of baptism and 
the Holy Spirit help us to respond to those 
gifts, and to your love, so that we become 
better witnesses of our faith. Amen 

 

READINGS FOR TODAY Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 (NIV)  
15 The people were waiting expectantly and 
were all wondering in their hearts if John 
might possibly be the Messiah. 16 John 
answered them all, ‘I baptise you with water. 
But one who is more powerful than I will 
come, the straps of whose sandals I am not 
worthy to untie. He will baptise you with the 
Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in 
his hand to clear his threshing-floor and to 
gather the wheat into his barn, but he will 
burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.’ 
The baptism of Jesus 
21 When all the people were being baptised, 
Jesus was baptised too. And as he was praying, 
heaven was opened 22 and the Holy Spirit 
descended on him in bodily form like a dove. 

And a voice came from heaven: ‘You are my 
Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.’ 
 
Acts 8:14-17  
14 When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that 
Samaria had accepted the word of God, they 
sent Peter and John to Samaria. 15 When they 
arrived, they prayed for the new believers 
there that they might receive the Holy 
Spirit, 16 because the Holy Spirit had not yet 
come on any of them; they had simply been 
baptised in the name of the Lord Jesus. 17 Then 
Peter and John placed their hands on them, 
and they received the Holy Spirit. 
   

 

REFLECTION 
We have two short Bible readings today, linked by the common theme of the Holy Spirit. In our 
reading from Luke, John the Baptist is replying to people who suspect he might be the Messiah. No, 
I am not, he says, there is someone else coming who is far more important than I am, someone 
whose sandals I am not even worthy to untie, someone who will baptise with the Holy Spirit rather 
than the simple washing away of sins with water that I am able to do. 
The people must have been a bit confused by what John was saying. What was this Holy Spirit? How 
will they get it? And did they need to be worried by the talk of winnowing forks separating the wheat 
from the chaff, and the unquenchable fire that will burn up the chaff? 
It may not have become much clearer to those who witnessed the baptism of Jesus, as described in 
the next section. After John baptised Jesus, the Holy Spirit descended on him in the form of a dove, 
and voice from heaven said to Jesus ‘you are my son’. With the benefit of two thousand years of 
hindsight, and the rest of the New Testament to guide us, we can see what was happening, but to 
the witnesses at the time, may be not. 



 

Jesus, in his teachings and instruction of the disciples, explained to them more about the Holy Spirit 
and how, after his death and resurrection, the Spirit would come to them. This occurs at Pentecost, 
at the beginning of the Acts of the Apostles, and gave them the abilities to go out and make further 
Christians through the power of the Holy Spirit. And our reading from Acts is a good example of that; 
Peter and John were able to gift the Holy Spirit to the converts in Samaria. 
And so it is with us. If we open ourselves up to God, we too can receive the power of the Holy Spirit, 
we too can live the life that God intended for us, we too can break free from the bonds of evil and 
misbehaviour.  
The hymn I have chosen today is not one we sing a lot but it is in both Hymns & Psalms and in Singing 
the Faith. In the latter it is paired with the tune ‘Day of Rest’. If you are singing or playing it at home 
that is one of the traditional tunes to ‘O Jesus, I have promised’. The hymn was written in 1973 by 
Fred Pratt Green who was a Methodist Minister and prolific hymn writer. The first two lines refer to 
the baptism of Jesus, as in our Luke reading; the remainder is a theological reflection on the 
significance of that event. The hymn concludes by pointing towards the resurrection and then 
Pentecost when the gift of the Holy Spirit was received by the disciples and they were then able to 
gift that gift to others, as in our reading from Acts. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
PRAYERS FOR OTHERS 
In these uncertain times there are so many 
people who need our prayers.  
We pray for those affected by the continuing 
Covid pandemic, those becoming ill and 
needing hospital treatment, those desperate 
for tests that are in short supply so that they 
can work, and those working in the already 
overstretched caring professions.  
We pray for those who are the victims of 
violence, abuse, coercion or grooming, and all 
those who carry lasting scars from previous 
experiences.  
We pray for the parts of the world where 
there is continued conflict, poverty, and 
persecution. We pray particularly for the 
peoples of Yemen, Afghanistan, and Palestine. 
We pray for migrants and displaced persons 
struggling in makeshift camps with poor 
facilities.  
We pray for those campaigning to end 
injustice and flagrant abuse of human rights 
and we give thanks especially for the life of 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu who died recently, 
and for all others like him. 
Finally, we pray for our families, friends and 
communities, and all those we know to be in 
grief, pain, or beset by worries. 
We bring all these prayers to you through your 
son, Jesus Christ. Amen 
 

HYMN H&P 132, StF 233 
When Jesus came to Jordan 
to be baptized by John, 
he did not come for pardon. 
but as his Father’s Son. 
He came to share repentance 
with all who mourn their sins, 
to speak the vital sentence 
with which good news begins. 
 
He came to share temptation, 
our utmost woe and loss, 
for us and our salvation 
to die upon the cross. 
So when the Dove descended 
on him, the Son of Man, 
the hidden years had ended, 
the age of grace began. 
 
Come, Holy Spirit, aid us 
to keep the vows we make, 
this very day invade us, 
and every bondage break. 
Come, give our lives direction, 
the gift we covet most: 
to share the resurrection 
that leads to Pentecost. 
 
THE GRACE 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit be with you now and ever more. Amen 
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