
 

Week St Mary Methodist Church – 

Sunday 2 January 2022   
Question: What is a New Year’s resolution? Answer: Something that 
goes in one (y)ear and out the other! We are sure that your New Year’s 
resolutions, grounded in Christ, are more robust than that and pray that 
your hopes are fulfilled.  There is no worship at the Chapel this week but 
a Circuit Covenant Service at Tintagel Methodist Church at 11am. 
 

PRAYER  
Lord, as we begin this time of worship, help us 
to remember who You are. You are the one 
who created the world; You are the one who 
made us; You are the one who has come to us 
in Jesus; You are the one who by Your Holy  

Spirit is with us now. May we honour You and 
give You glory; may we understand what You 
have to say; may we dedicate all that we have 
and are to You. Amen.

 

READING FOR TODAY Matthew 2:13-23 (NIV)  
When they had gone, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to Joseph in a dream. ‘Get up,’ he 
said, ‘take the child and his mother and 
escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for 
Herod is going to search for the child to kill 
him.’ 
14 So he got up, took the child and his mother 
during the night and left for Egypt, 15 where 
he stayed until the death of Herod. And so 
was fulfilled what the Lord had said through 
the prophet: ‘Out of Egypt I called my son.’[a] 
16 When Herod realised that he had been 
outwitted by the Magi, he was furious, and 
he gave orders to kill all the boys in 
Bethlehem and its vicinity who were two 
years old and under, in accordance with the 
time he had learned from the Magi. 17 Then 
what was said through the prophet Jeremiah 
was fulfilled:  
 

18 ‘A voice is heard in Ramah, weeping and 
great mourning, Rachel weeping for her 
children and refusing to be 
comforted  because they are no more.’[b] 
19 After Herod died, an angel of the Lord 
appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt 20 and 
said, ‘Get up, take the child and his mother 
and go to the land of Israel, for those who 
were trying to take the child’s life are dead.’ 
21 So he got up, took the child and his mother 
and went to the land of Israel. 22 But when he 
heard that Archelaus was reigning in Judea in 
place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go 
there. Having been warned in a dream, he 
withdrew to the district of Galilee, 23 and he 
went and lived in a town called Nazareth. So 
was fulfilled what was said through the 
prophets, that he would be called a Nazarene 
 

REFLECTION 
At the very beginning of his life, Christ was a refugee. When we talk about his life, we see him as 
the one who sets things in motion, who initiates events, until the latter stages, when he becomes 
the one over whom others exercise control. Yet here, we see him at the mercy of others; living the 
life of a refugee; losing more than a home; losing control over his fate, not knowing where safety 
is to be found. In a sense this is simply an extension of what has already happened; in coming to 
earth, he empties himself of all but love, as one of our hymn writers puts it. He leaves his place at 
God's right hand to face all the uncertainty that is part and parcel of being human. Then, later, he 
embraces the life of a wandering preacher, dependent upon offered hospitality. The pattern of his 
life and self-giving and his choices mean that often he is subject to the will of others. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+2%3A13-23&version=NIVUK&interface=print#fen-NIVUK-23185a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+2%3A13-23&version=NIVUK&interface=print#fen-NIVUK-23188b


 

What would YOU take if you had to get out of your house? …….How do we see ourselves as 
refugees? Well, the scriptures remind us that this is not our permanent home. ( 1 Peter 2:11 Heb 
11:13 John 17:14) We should have a vision which goes beyond what we know and see here. We 
need to sit lightly to our possessions; they won't be with us for ever. We aren't like the ancient 
pharaohs, buried with our belongings so they'll be handy in the next world. The promise in 
scripture says, ‘those who honour me, I will honour.’ (1 Sam 2:30) We honour Jesus when we put 
our allegiance to him above anything else. Remember what Jesus said about foxes having holes? 
Choosing to put Christ first can sometimes make you feel like an alien in today's world; but there is 
something better to come. 
What can we say of today’s refugees? They don't choose to put themselves in such a horrible 
position; to be in danger, to see the old and frail and the very young perish. They flee because they 
see no alternative. For them, being a stranger and an alien isn't a matter of choice; unless it be a 
choice between life or death. 
What can we do? There may be opportunities for direct giving and hospitality, as well as prayers 
and giving to charities. We do these things according to our own conscience. But two things are 
clear. Firstly, sometimes we can receive more than we give. A family took in an asylum seeker, 
initially for two weeks, unsure whether they could manage. On his first day with them, he coached 
the children in maths, cleaned the kitchen and walked the dog. After fifteen months with them, he 
had become an integral part of the family, and they were sorry to see him go. 
And secondly, Christ comes to us in the needs of the destitute, and if we look at them with the 
eyes of Christ, seeing beyond the values of this world, in the eyes of the stranger, we see Christ 
the refugee looking back at us. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

PRAYERS FOR OTHERS 
Almighty and merciful God, 
whose Son became a refugee and had no 
place to call his own; look with mercy on 
those who today are fleeing from danger, 
homeless and hungry. 
Bless those who work to bring them relief; 
inspire generosity and compassion in all our 
hearts; and guide the nations of the world 
towards that day when all will rejoice in 
your Kingdom of justice and of peace; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
 

HYMN H&P 136, StF 248 
I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
“Come unto Me and rest; 
Lay down, thou weary one, lay down 
Thy head upon My breast.” 
I came to Jesus as I was, 
Weary and worn and sad; 
I found in Him a resting place, 
And He has made me glad. 

I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
“Behold, I freely give 
The living water; thirsty one, 
Stoop down, and drink, and live.” 
I came to Jesus, and I drank 
Of that life-giving stream; 
My thirst was quenched, my soul revived, 
And now I live in Him. 

I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
“I am this dark world’s Light; 
Look unto Me, thy morn shall rise, 
And all thy day be bright.” 
I looked to Jesus, and I found 
In Him my Star, my Sun; 
And in that light of life I’ll walk, 
Till travelling days are done. 

THE GRACE 

Let us allow God to transform us into new 
people by changing the way we think.  
Then we will learn to know God’s will for us,  
which is good and pleasing and perfect. 
And the blessing of God Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit, be upon you and remain with you 
always. Amen. 
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