
 

Week St Mary Methodist Church – 

Sunday 26 December 2021   
We have successfully completed all our Christmas services and events, 
including two Carol Services, a Christmas lunch, the Bright Sparks 
service, and two nights of carolling around the village. Those that 
wanted to could join in with our Christian witness and fellowship, and  
the joy of singing, and collections for charity. Looking forward, we have 
no services this weekend, and on the 2nd January there is a combined 
circuit Covenant Service at Tintagel at 11am led by Rev Linda Barriball  
  
PRAYER  
Loving God, at this Christmas time, we give 
you thanks for your gift to us – the birth of 
Jesus as a little baby in Bethlehem. We thank 
you for his ministry, his teaching, and his 
example. We thank you for his eventual death 

and resurrection so that we might be able to 
lives the lives that you intended. Christmas is 
a time for the giving of gifts and we are ever 
mindful that we have already received the 
greatest gift of all. Amen 

 

READING FOR TODAY Luke 2:4-20 (NIV) The birth of Jesus 
(A census had been ordered and everyone had 
to go to their home town). 
4 So Joseph also went up from the town of 
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the 
town of David, because he belonged to the 
house and line of David. 5 He went there to 
register with Mary, who was pledged to be 
married to him and was expecting a 
child. 6 While they were there, the time came 
for the baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth 
to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in 
cloths and placed him in a manger, because 
there was no guest room available for them. 
8 And there were shepherds living out in the 
fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks 
at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to 
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel 
said to them, ‘Do not be afraid. I bring you 
good news that will cause great joy for all the 
people. 11 Today in the town of David a 
Saviour has been born to you; he is the 
Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: 
you will find a baby wrapped in cloths and 
lying in a manger.’ 

13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly 
host appeared with the angel, praising God 
and saying, 
14 ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
    and on earth peace to those on whom his 
favour rests.’ 
15 When the angels had left them and gone 
into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, ‘Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this 
thing that has happened, which the Lord has 
told us about.’ 
16 So they hurried off and found Mary and 
Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the 
manger. 17 When they had seen him, they 
spread the word concerning what had been 
told them about this child, 18 and all who 
heard it were amazed at what the shepherds 
said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all 
these things and pondered them in her 
heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying 
and praising God for all the things they had 
heard and seen, which were just as they had 
been told. 
   

 

REFLECTION 
This well-known reading from Luke’s gospel is a staple of most Carol Services and describes the birth 
of Jesus in Bethlehem and the night-time visit by the Shepherds. They were the first people to see 



 

the baby Jesus, apart from Mary and Joseph themselves, and it is significant that they were ordinary 
humble folk, rather on the edge of society, living out in the fields. Isn’t that a wonderful pointer to 
the type of people that Jesus had most time for during his ministry – the outcasts, the lepers, the 
poor, the infirm, and the orphans and widows.  
It is only Luke’s gospel that has the shepherds, and similarly it is only Matthew’s gospel that has the 
later visit by the Wise Men. From them we can see another pointer to the future. Although they had 
been told Jesus was born a King, the Wise Men knew that this wasn’t an earthly type of King, with 
power and wealth. Jesus was to be a new type of King, a king who would serve his people and for 
whom truth, justice and compassion were more important than normal kingly trappings.  
It is very easy to lose focus at Christmas, with all the peripheral additions to what is really a 
celebration of one very simple event. God came to earth as a baby and changed the world. 
We have all the paraphernalia of Christmas trees, decorations, carols and songs, presents, Advent 
candles and calendars, Christingles, Christmas dinners, cribs, and many others, often very worthy 
and symbolic in themselves, but they do rather overwhelm the original meaning. We can thank the 
Victorians, and Prince Albert and Charles Dickens, in particular for some of these things. Not that I 
am knocking Dickens; ‘A Christmas Carol’ is still the second best Christmas story ever, after, of 
course, the original one set in Bethlehem. But this Christmas let’s spend some time just thinking 
about that baby in the manger in Bethlehem, what he represented, and how he changed things.  
To quote from John Betjeman’s poem, Christmas, we need to think deeply about ‘this most 
tremendous tale of all’, and be conscious that there is no way all these other things ‘Can with this 
single Truth compare, That God was man in Palestine, and lives today in bread and wine’. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

PRAYERS FOR OTHERS 
We pray for those less fortunate than 
ourselves this Christmas. 

• For the homeless and dispossessed 

• For those in poverty and struggling to 
make ends meet 

• For those who can’t cope with Christmas 

• For those who we know who are in grief or 
sickness or other difficulties 

• For those who are outcasts from society 
We bring these prayers, and our personal 
prayers, through your Son, Jesus. Amen 
 

HYMN H&P 108, StF 205 
It came upon the midnight clear 
That glorious song of old 
From angels bending near the earth 
To touch their harps of gold 
Peace on the earth, good will to men 
From heaven's all-gracious King 
The world in solemn stillness lay 
To hear the angels sing 
 

Still through the cloven skies they come 
With peaceful wings unfurled 
And still their heavenly music floats 
Over all the weary world 

Above its sad and lowly plains 
They bend on hovering wing 
And ever over its babel-sounds 
The blessed angels sing 
 

Yet with the woes of sin and strife 
The world has suffered long 
Beneath the heavenly strain have rolled 
Two thousand years of wrong 
And man at war with man hears not 
The tidings which they bring 
O hush the noise, ye men of strife 
And hear the angels sing 
 

For lo, the days are hastening on 
By prophets seen of old 
When with the ever-circling years 
Shall come the time foretold 
When peace shall over all the earth 
Its ancient splendours fling 
And the whole world give back the song 
Which now the angels sing. 
 

THE GRACE 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit be with you now and ever more. Amen 
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