
 

Week St Mary Methodist Church – 

Sunday 12 December 2021   
This Sunday we have our Christmas Worship lunch at 12 noon, a short 
service sat at tables followed by a hot turkey roast dinner. This will be 
the first worship lunch since restrictions were lifted. Seating and tables 
will be spaced out more than we used to and will include the Chapel. 
The air extraction system will be on.  
Next Sunday we have a morning service at 10.30 am. This will be led by 
members of Bright Sparks. At 6.30 pm we will have our traditional candlelit Carol Service.     
  
PRAYER (The collect for the third Sunday of Advent) 
God for whom we wait and watch, you sent 
your servant John the Baptist to prepare your 
people for the coming of the Messiah. Inspire 
the ministers and stewards of your truth to 
turn our disobedient hearts to you; that, when 

Christ shall come again in glory to be our 
judge, we may stand with confidence before 
him, who is alive and reigns with you, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, world 
without end. Amen 

 

READING FOR TODAY Luke 3:7-18 (NIV) 
7 John said to the crowds coming out to be 
baptised by him, ‘You brood of vipers! Who 
warned you to flee from the coming 
wrath? 8 Produce fruit in keeping with 
repentance. And do not begin to say to 
yourselves, “We have Abraham as our father.” 
For I tell you that out of these stones God can 
raise up children for Abraham. 9 The axe has 
been laid to the root of the trees, and every 
tree that does not produce good fruit will be 
cut down and thrown into the fire.’ 
10 ‘What should we do then?’ the crowd 
asked.11  

John answered, ‘Anyone who has two shirts 
should share with the one who has none, and 
anyone who has food should do the same.’ 
12 Even tax collectors came to be baptised. 
‘Teacher,’ they asked, ‘what should we do?’ 
13 ‘Don’t collect any more than you are 
required to,’ he told them. 
14 Then some soldiers asked him, ‘And what 

should we do?’ 
He replied, ‘Don’t extort money and don’t 
accuse people falsely – be content with your 
pay.’ 
15 The people were waiting expectantly and 
were all wondering in their hearts if John 
might possibly be the Messiah. 16 John 
answered them all, ‘I baptise you with water. 
But one who is more powerful than I will 
come, the straps of whose sandals I am not 
worthy to untie. He will baptise you with the 
Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in 
his hand to clear his threshing-floor and to 
gather the wheat into his barn, but he will 
burn up the chaff with unquenchable 
fire.’ 18 And with many other words John 
exhorted the people and proclaimed the good 
news to them. 
     
 

 

REFLECTION 
This is the third Sunday in Advent when we think particularly about John the Baptist, and his role in 
the coming of Jesus. John came into a part of the world waiting for a Messiah and John’s role was 
to prepare the world for that event. Advent, generally, should be a time of waiting and preparation, 
when we think about Christ’s coming in a three-fold way - to earth as a baby, coming into our hearts 
on an ongoing basis, and coming again at the end of times. It is a time to re-assess priorities as we 
prepare to celebrate Christ’s birth and in the way we live out our faith.  



 

All the gospels give an account of John and his preaching. And all the gospels, make the specific link 
with the prophecy of Isaiah in the Old Testament (Isaiah 40:3), that a messenger will appear - ‘a 
voice of one calling in the wilderness, “Prepare the way for the Lord”. As in our reading, John was 
preaching repentance of sins and giving guidance on how to prepare for the Lord’s coming. He also 
instigated the practice of baptism, in the tradition of Old Testament ritual cleansing with water, to 
demonstrate the new beginning of all those who fully confessed. And so John goes around preaching 
and baptising and eventually, as we know, baptised Jesus.  
I have been reflecting on how many people John might have preached to or baptised. There was no 
rapid communication or way of broadcasting information in those days of course; it could only be 
by word of mouth. We know Christ’s ministry was short – only three years – but John’s was even 
shorter – probably only a matter of months before he was arrested. We’ll never know how many 
lives he touched directly in those few months but somehow it was enough to fulfil God’s plan and 
prepare the way for the Lord. That’s amazing really. 
So it is with us. We may think we are not having an effect, that our actions are not enough to be 
significant, that we are not making God’s Kingdom a reality. But we never know whose lives we 
touch and by how much, we may never know what result our example has had. We just have to 
have faith that what we are doing, like John the Baptist, is in accord with God’s plan and that he will 
use us as he needs to. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

PRAYERS FOR OTHERS 
As we approach Christmas let us pray for all 
those who are less fortunate than ourselves 
and who cannot look forward with joy to 
Christmas.  
We pray for people for whom Covid is a 
distraction from more serious concerns, those 
in conflict areas, those who are displaced 
because of warfare or famine or persecution, 
those who never have enough to eat or who 
cannot access safe drinking water, those who 
are subject to oppressive regimes that have 
taken away their rights and hopes for the 
future. 
We pray for people suffering from addiction to 
drugs or alcohol, those being abused - 
especially children, those who have recently 
experienced tragedy, those held against their 
will, those who are homeless, those who are 
financially desperate, and those suffering a 
decline in faculties or mental health. 
Closer to home we will all know people who 
are in grief, or sickness, or despair, and who 
face a harrowing Christmas. Let us name them 
in our minds and bring them before you now. 
We bring all these prayers to you in the name 
of your Son, our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
Amen 
 

HYMN H&P 84, StF 182 
On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry 
Announces that the Lord is nigh; 
Awake and hearken, for he brings 
Glad tidings from the King of kings! 
 
Then cleansed be every Christian breast; 
And furnished for so great a guest; 
Yea, let us each our heart prepare 
For Christ to come and enter there. 
 
For thou art our Salvation, Lord, 
Our refuge, and our great reward. 
Without thy grace we waste away, 
Like flowers that wither and decay. 
 
To heal the sick stretch out thy hand, 
And bid the fallen sinner stand; 
Shine forth, and let thy light restore 
Earth's own true loveliness once more. 
 
All praise, eternal Son, to thee 
Whose advent sets thy people free, 
Whom, with the Father, we adore, 
And Holy Ghost, forevermore. 
 

THE GRACE 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit be with you now and ever more. Amen 
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