
Week St Mary Methodist Church – 

Sunday 4 December 2021   
This Sunday we are having a quiet informal service at the Chapel amidst 
the show paraphernalia. It’s perhaps a reminder that God is present in 
every part of our lives. Next Sunday we are having Christmas Worship 
Lunch at 12noon. Please book with Trina or Len if you would like to 
come. On Thurs 9th we are holding the Stratton Young Farmers Carol 
Service at 7.30pm. This sheet is based on the Circuit sheet provided this 
week by Sophie Doyle. 
  
THEME 
Pointing a weary world to the patient, ever present love of God.  

 

Reading 1 John 4 9-11 

9 This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we 

might live through him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son 

as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love 

one another. 

 

Prayer 

Loving Lord, we thank you that by loving you we are united together in spirit, even though we are 

not gathered together. We thank you for the beauty displayed to us so greatly in your creation 

here in Cornwall. We bring you our praise and our worship today and thank you for the wonder of 

your grace and mercy to us, which is new every morning.  

We are so sorry for the times we fall short of your holiness. For the many times we have been 

unloving in thought, word and action. We ask for your forgiveness.  

We are so thankful that we are able to live as forgiven, free and redeemed people. We bring you 

our prayers, in the name of your son, our saviour Jesus Christ, Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Reading 2 Luke 3 1-6 

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar—when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, 
Herod tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of Iturea and Traconitis, and Lysanias tetrarch 
of Abilene— 2 during the high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to 
John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3 He went into all the country around the Jordan, 
preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 4 As it is written in the book of the 
words of Isaiah the prophet: 

“A voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, 
    make straight paths for him. 
5 Every valley shall be filled in, every mountain and hill made low. 



The crooked roads shall become straight, the rough ways smooth. 
6 And all people will see God’s salvation.’”[

Reflection 

When I worked for Scripture Union my friend Gemma wrote a re-telling of Luke’

Gospel for children. It’s called Diary of a Disciple - Luke’s story. Surprisingly (or perhaps unsurprising now 

you know me a bit better) it was this children’s retelling that drove home how seemingly random John's 

story actually is. He lived in such a weird way, out in the desert eating odd food, dressed strangely even 

for that time. Yet it was at least 700 years between these events that the prophecy was given (Isaiah 

40:3) and when John proclaimed in the wilderness.  

The intricacies of God bringing his plan together never fails to amaze me.  

Are we watching for those threads of God's story in our daily life? As he works to bring about his plans 

and purposes in our time? 

Pointing out and sharing with one another where we see God at work is so helpful in many ways. It 

reminds of God's love for our broken world, it encourages our own faith, it encourages us to share our 

faith with those who don’t know Christ yet. It reminds us that he is a God who will make all things new.  

 

Prayers of Intercession 

Gracious and loving Lord, We are so thankful that 

you are near and close. God with us. You must 

weep as you look at your beloved creation and 

so we bring before you now our prayers for 

others. 

For refugees and displaced people the world 

over. We cannot imagine the desperation of 

people prepared to board dinghy boats with 

their families. The devastating loss of life we 

have seen in the channel. Loving Lord be close to 

those grieving families today. Give wisdom to all 

governments as they work out solutions.  

We lift to you all who are suffering with poor 

mental health. The anxious, the fearful, the 

lonely, the depressed. We ask that the right help 

would be found for each and everyone. We 

thank you for all those working to support the 

mental health of our nation.  

We pray for all those who suffer because of the 

cruelty of others, innocent people and children 

who are bullied for the purposes of others. We 

pray for children who have diminished and 

sometimes even horrific lives. Help us always be 

part of the community of people who love and 

care. 

Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the 

sake of your Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen 
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Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord!  
Unnumbered blessings give my spirit voice;  
tender to me the promise of his word;  
in God my Saviour shall my heart rejoice. 
 
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his Name!  
Make known his might, the deeds his arm has 
done;  
his mercy sure, from age to age the same;  
his holy Name--the Lord, the Mighty One. 
 
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his might!  
Powers and dominions lay their glory by.  
Proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to 
flight,  
the hungry fed, the humble lifted high. 
 
Tell out, my soul, the glories of his word!  
Firm is his promise, and his mercy sure.  
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord  
to children's children and for evermore! 
 

Blessing 

May God bless you and keep you and make his 

face to shine upon you and bring you peace now 

and in the days to come AMEN 

 


