
 

Week St Mary Methodist Church – 

Sunday 28 November 2021   
This Sunday is the first Sunday of Advent and we have a service of Holy 
Communion at 11am led by Rev Linda Barriball. Next Sunday (5th 
December) we will have a service at 11am led by the Worship Team, 
rather than a Rendezvous breakfast service. This is because the Bright 
Sparks performance ‘It’s Showtime’ will be taking place over that 
weekend and the premises will be set out for that.   
  
PRAYER 
Dear Lord, on this first Sunday in Advent we 
think of the hope that the coming of Jesus 
gave to all mankind. We think of his coming 
as a baby, we think of his coming into our 
hearts and causing us to be born again, and 

we think of his second coming when we will 
see him face to face. Give us the faith to 
listen to your voice that our hearts may be 
filled with the continued hope of our Lord 
Jesus. Amen 

 

READING FOR TODAY John 3:1-17 (NIV) 
Jesus teaches Nicodemus 
Now there was a Pharisee, a man named 
Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish 
ruling council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and 
said, ‘Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher 
who has come from God. For no one could 
perform the signs you are doing if God were 
not with him.’ 
3 Jesus replied, ‘Very truly I tell you, no one 
can see the kingdom of God unless they are 
born again.’ 
4 ‘How can someone be born when they are 
old?’ Nicodemus asked. ‘Surely they cannot 
enter a second time into their mother’s 
womb to be born!’ 
5 Jesus answered, ‘Very truly I tell you, no one 
can enter the kingdom of God unless they are 
born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives 
birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to 
spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my 
saying, “You must be born again.” 8 The wind 
blows wherever it pleases. You hear its 
sound, but you cannot tell where it comes 
from or where it is going. So it is with 
everyone born of the Spirit.’ 

9 ‘How can this be?’ Nicodemus asked. 
10 ‘You are Israel’s teacher,’ said Jesus, ‘and 
do you not understand these things? 11 Very 
truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, 
and we testify to what we have seen, but still 
you people do not accept our testimony. 12 I 
have spoken to you of earthly things and you 
do not believe; how then will you believe if I 
speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever 
gone into heaven except the one who came 
from heaven – the Son of Man. 14 Just as 
Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, 
so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 15 that 
everyone who believes may have eternal life 
in him.’ 
16 For God so loved the world that he gave his 
one and only Son, that whoever believes in 
him shall not perish but have eternal 
life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the 
world to condemn the world, but to save the 
world through him. 
     
 

 

REFLECTION 
This is perhaps not one of the Advent readings we are used to, but it is one of the alternative 
readings in the lectionary. Jesus was talking to Nicodemus about a new start and when you think 
about it the biggest new start ever, for all of humankind, was the coming of Jesus. 



 

Advent is based on a Latin word meaning coming; it is a time when we look forward to the coming 
of Christmas and the celebration of Christ’s birth. It is a time of waiting and preparation. 
Nicodemus approached Jesus partly to find out what he had to do to prepare for the Kingdom of 
God. It is doubtful if Nicodemus expected the answer he got – you must be born again. 
That puzzled Nicodemus, but then Jesus goes on to clarify by talking about someone being born of 
water and the spirit before they can enter the kingdom of God, that is, before they can achieve 
eternal life. Nicodemus was being told that to enter the kingdom of God he had to cleanse himself 
of sin and undergo a radical spiritual change, a new start. 
Nicodemus seems not to understand Jesus but he did take it all in and acknowledged Jesus as the 
Messiah. And later in John’s gospel he stands up for Jesus, and was with Joseph of Arimathea 
when they collected the body of Jesus. Nicodemus had a new start, a spiritual rebirth.  
And then there is that sentence that we know well. For God so loved the world that he gave his 
one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. It has rightly 
been called the Gospel in a nutshell, or a summary of the whole New Testament. It sums up God’s 
commitment to the whole world, Gentiles as well as Jews. It stresses the depth of God’s love that 
he should give his only Son, and it emphasises that the promise of eternal life is available now – 
the ‘have’ is in the present tense. It is that hope of eternal life through Jesus that we celebrate on 
the first Sunday in Advent.  
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

PRAYERS FOR OTHERS 
We pray for migrants everywhere and their 
hope for a safer more secure life in future. 
We think of the recent tragedy in the 
Channel, help us to understand more fully 
the desperation and hopes of those who 
make such journeys, help us collectively to 
find a more compassionate way of dealing 
with people whose lives have been so awful 
that they will take such risks. We pray for all 
those helping and looking after migrants and 
displaced persons. 
We pray for those living in poverty, for those 
using food banks, for those facing 
homelessness. We pray for all those whose 
hopes for the future are constantly dashed by 
circumstances, by the economic conditions 
that favour some at the expense of others, by 
all their experiences of life to date. We pray 
that your example and teachings can give 
them hope that things can and will improve. 
We pray for all those working in charities and 
other organisations trying to bring hope this 
Christmas. Amen 
 

HYMN H&P 463, StF 94 
To God be the glory, great things He hath 
done, 
So loved He the world that He gave us His 

Son, 
Who yielded His life an atonement for sin, 
And opened the life gate that all may go in. 
 

Refrain: Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let 
the earth hear His voice! 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the people 
rejoice! 
Oh, come to the Father, through Jesus the 
Son, 
And give Him the glory, great things He hath 
done.  
 

Oh, perfect redemption, the purchase of 
blood, 
To every believer the promise of God; 
The vilest offender who truly believes, 
That moment from Jesus a pardon receives. 
 

Great things He hath taught us, great things 
He hath done, 
And great our rejoicing through Jesus the 
Son; 
But purer, and higher, and greater will be 
Our wonder, our transport, when Jesus we 
see. 
 
THE GRACE 
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit be with you now and ever more. Amen 
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