
 

Week St Mary Methodist Church – 

Sunday 21 November 2021   
This Sunday is Rendezvous Café church. We will be serving bacon and 
sausage breakfast rolls, teas, coffees and juice at 9.30am It will be led by 
Sophie and involve all ages. On Sunday 28th 11am Rev Linda and the 
worship team will be leading the service that will include Holy 
Communion. 
 
Psalm 93 (NIV) 
The Lord reigns, he is robed in majesty; 
the Lord is robed in majesty and armed with 
strength; indeed, the world is established, 
firm and secure. 2 Your throne was 
established long ago you are from all 
eternity. 3 The seas have lifted up, Lord, 
    the seas have lifted up their voice; 

  the seas have lifted up their pounding waves. 
4 Mightier than the thunder of the great 
waters, mightier than the breakers of the 
sea – the Lord on high is mighty. 
5 Your statutes, Lord, stand firm; 
    holiness adorns your house 
    for endless days. 

  
PRAYER 
Let us imagine going down to the sea when 
the tide is high. The water crashes against the 
sea wall, making a booming sound. 
Then the spray flies up into the air,higher 
than our heads. It makes us feel small and 
weak. We step back so that we are not 
overwhelmed. 
Almighty God, the Psalm tells us 
That You are more mighty and powerful 
than the strongest sea, and the highest  
waves. Yet we come to You in thankfulness, 

because although You are mighty, 
we do not need to be afraid. 
You understand our weakness; 
you do not want to sweep us away or destroy 
us; you want to guide us and care for us. 
Help us to trust ourselves to Your power, and 
speak to us through worshipping with this 
sheet, so that we may learn more of You, 
and understand better what You want us to 
do. Amen.

 

READING FOR TODAY John 18:33-37 (NIV) 
33 Pilate then went back inside the palace, 
summoned Jesus and asked him, ‘Are you the 
king of the Jews?’ 
34 ‘Is that your own idea,’ Jesus asked, ‘or did 
others talk to you about me?’ 
35 ‘Am I a Jew?’ Pilate replied. ‘Your own 
people and chief priests handed you over to 
me. What is it you have done?’ 
36 Jesus said, ‘My kingdom is not of this  

world. If it were, my servants would fight to 
prevent my arrest by the Jewish leaders. But 
now my kingdom is from another place.’ 
37 ‘You are a king, then!’ said Pilate. 
Jesus answered, ‘You say that I am a king. In 
fact, the reason I was born and came into the 
world is to testify to the truth. Everyone on 
the side of truth listens to me.’ 
    

 
REFLECTION 
Pilate was the Roman Procurator, the Governor. He was in charge of Israel and he represented the 
Roman Emperor, the greatest power the ancient world had ever seen. It was not a great post, in 
fact, it was probably the post most officials wanted to avoid. Then Jesus, in earthly terms, was just 
a Galilean preacher and healer with no power at all. By rights this should have been a really uneven 
contest. 



 

In earthly terms it ought to have been Pilate winning every time, no contest, but did he? No, in the 
end Jesus won. 
The Kingdom of God 
This is because Jesus’ power and authority came from the only kingdom that really matters – the 
Kingdom of God. Over centuries and millennia, human kingdoms and empires have come and gone, 
but the Kingdom of God is still here and is wherever men, women, boys and girls accept God’s rule. 
This is a deep truth to live by. 
These readings show that life is not always rosy. The reading was written at  time when life was 
really difficult for God’s people, but the message is always the same; hang in there, because God is 
greater than the difficulties. 
It’s the same for us today. Maybe life is really tough for you: maybe really bad things are 
happening to you: maybe you are being bullied: maybe you are struggling to make ends meet: 
maybe things are falling down around you, but the message for you is the same, hang in there. 
God is greater than your difficulties. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

PRAYERS FOR OTHERS 
Today is Women against violence Sunday. 
Lord, You love all people everywhere; 
teach us how to serve others in Your name. 
We pray for women who are leaders; 
we think of those who stand against violence, 
especially those who suffer violence 
themselves in order to work for the freedom 
of others. 
Help them to be strong and brave; may their 
example inspire others to work for justice as 
well. 
We pray for women who serve as judges or 
lawyers. Give them wisdom and clear minds, 
so that they may weigh what they are told, 
and understand where the truth lies. 
We pray also for women who serve in the 
forces or in the police or fire service, 
sometimes coming face to face with violence, 
even dying while doing their duty. 
We thank You for the courage that all these 
women show. Keep them safe as they work. 
We pray for all women who suffer violence; 
for those who are hurt in wars; for those who 
are injured in accidents; for those who are 
hurt by people they thought they could trust. 
Bring healing where it is needed, and be with 
all those who try to help them.  
We pray now for ourselves, 
Men and women, boys and girls. 
Show us how to live peacefully with others, 
And help us to love them as Christ loves us. 
Amen 

HYMN H&P 378, StF 42 
Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 
Be all else but naught to me, save that thou 
art. 
Thou my best thought, in the day or the 
night, 
Both waking or sleeping, thy presence my 
light. 
 
Be Thou my wisdom, be Thou my true word, 
Be Thou ever with me, and I with Thee, Lord; 
Be Thou my great Father, and I Thy true son; 
Be Thou in me dwelling, and I with Thee one. 

Riches I heed not, nor vain empty praise; 
Be thou mine inheritance, now and always. 
Be thou and thou only the first in my heart, 
Ruler of heaven, my treasure thou art. 

High King of heaven, thou heaven's bright 
Sun, 
O grant me its joys after vict'ry is won; 
Great Heart of my own heart, whatever 
befall, 
Still be Thou my vision, O Ruler of all. 
 
THE BLESSING 
God’s kingdom will continue forever. It will 
never be destroyed. 
Let us therefore go into the world in 
confidence, for by His Spirit, our everlasting 
God goes with us. 
Amen. 
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