
 

Week St Mary Methodist Church – 

Sunday 14 November 2021   
This is Remembrance Sunday. Last year, due the Covid lockdown, we 
were only able to have a brief and socially distanced act of 
remembrance in the Square. However, we can now revert to normal 
arrangements. There will be an act of remembrance by the War 
Memorial at about 10.50am followed by a joint service. This year the 
service will be in the Parish Church and the preacher will be our own 
Sophie Doyle.  
  
They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old:  
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.  
At the going down of the sun and in the morning  
We will remember them. 
(Written by Laurence Binyon on the North Cornwall coast.) 
  
PRAYER 
Dear Lord, on this day of remembering we 
bring you thanks for all that you do and go on 
doing in our hearts and lives. We thank you for 
every memory we have of those whose words 
and deeds have reflected your goodness and 
love. We thank you for those who gave their 
lives so that ours might be full and free. We 
thank you for those who stand up for truth, 

honesty and trust. We thank you that we can 
remember, and that, in remembering, the 
care, love, hope and sacrifice of others will 
never be lost. Father, on this Remembrance 
Sunday, we thank you for your assurance that 
our sins are forgiven and we pray that you will 
always help us to remember to love and serve 
you, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

READING FOR TODAY Mark 13:1-8 (NIV) 
The destruction of the temple and signs of 
the end times 
13 As Jesus was leaving the temple, one of his 
disciples said to him, ‘Look, Teacher! What 
massive stones! What magnificent buildings!’ 
2 ‘Do you see all these great buildings?’ replied 
Jesus. ‘Not one stone here will be left on 
another; every one will be thrown down.’ 
3 As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives 
opposite the temple, Peter, James, John and 
Andrew asked him privately, 4 ‘Tell us, when 
will these things happen? And what will be the 
sign that they are all about to be fulfilled?’ 

5 Jesus said to them: ‘Watch out that no one 
deceives you. 6 Many will come in my name, 
claiming, “I am he,” and will deceive 
many. 7 When you hear of wars and rumours 
of wars, do not be alarmed. Such things must 
happen, but the end is still to come. 8 Nation 
will rise against nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom. There will be earthquakes in various 
places, and famines. These are the beginning 
of birth-pains. 
     
 

 
REFLECTION 
This reading from Mark’s gospel is towards the end of the earthly ministry of Jesus. He had spent 
some time given warnings to those who were ignoring God’s ways, with some particularly pointed 
remarks directed to the religious leaders of the times. Now, as his arrest and death draws near, 
Jesus begins to warn his disciples about the end times, about the signs of its coming and how they 
must always be ready. 



 

It starts with an innocent comment by one of the disciples, remarking on the magnificence and scale 
of the Temple. Jesus uses the opportunity to prophesy about the destruction of the Temple – saying 
it may seem permanent but like everything else it will be overturned at the end times. As they were 
sitting nearby, the inner circle of disciples, with Andrew on this occasion, asked Jesus privately about 
when this will be and what will be the signs.  
Jesus turns their questioning into a long discourse about the end times; our reading above is only 
the start. He instructs them to be watchful at all times and to be wary of false teachers – something 
perhaps that Mark emphasises because there was a lot of that going on in Rome where Mark was 
writing in the late 60s AD. Then Jesus talks about some of the signs, wars, nation rising against 
nation, famines, earthquakes. There are those who see World War I, the ‘war to end all wars’, as 
the start of these signs, but that is to take a very Europe centred view. Sadly, there were many wars 
before that, and as we know, there have been many since. Others see the effects of global warming 
as signs of the end of times, ignoring all the evidence that it is humankind’s greed and 
thoughtlessness that is the cause. 
But the message of Jesus to his disciples, contained in his teaching and parables in the rest of the 
chapter, is to be ready. It’s no good waiting until you see the signs, ‘make me good, Lord, but not 
just yet!’ We have to heed the teaching of Jesus now - so that we are ready when the end of time 
comes and we are judged. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

PRAYERS FOR OTHERS 
In our prayers for others let us concentrate 
this week on all those affected by past and 
present wars or conflicts. We pray for 

• Those grieving and who have lost friends 
and family in war 

• Those suffering mentally or physically as a 
result of conflicts 

• Those who are in active service 

• Those who have been made homeless or 
refugees as a result of conflict 

• Those who are suffering hunger, poverty 
or lack of access to water and medicines as 
a result of war 

• Those in generations passed who gave 
their lives that we might live in freedom 

We bring all these prayers before you in the 
name of your Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
Amen 
 

HYMN H&P 402, StF 696 
For the healing of the nations, 
Lord, we pray with one accord, 
for a just and equal sharing 
of the things that earth affords. 
To a life of love in action 
help us rise and pledge our word. 
Lead us forward into freedom, 
from despair your world release, 

that, redeemed from war and hatred, 
all may come and go in peace. 
Show us how through care and goodness 
fear will die and hope increase. 
 
All that kills abundant living, 
let it from the earth be banned: 
pride of status, race or schooling, 
dogmas that obscure your plan. 
In our common quest for justice 
may we hallow brief life's span. 
 
You, Creator God, have written 
your great name on humankind; 
for our growing in your likeness 
bring the life of Christ to mind; 
that by our response and service 
earth its destiny may find. 
 
THE BLESSING 
May the peace of God, which passes all 
understanding, keep our hearts and minds in 
the knowledge of Christ Jesus. And may the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with 
you now and ever more. Amen 
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