
 

Week St Mary Methodist Church – 

Sunday 7 November 2021   
This Sunday, we have an evening Cafe Church at 6.30pm where our own 

Len Davies will be talking about being a child in wartime London. Do 

come and join us for an informal, friendly time. Next Sunday, 14th 

November is Remembrance Sunday. We meet at the War Memorial at 

10.50am for the Act of Remembrance, followed by the Remembrance 

Service at the Parish Church.  

PRAYER 
Loving and welcoming God, as Jesus sat in 
the temple, the place was very busy. He saw 
all kinds of people coming and going. Today, 
as we worship with this sheet we are all 
different people and You can see us all. 
We thank You that as we worship, everyone 
is welcome. 

You do not reject anyone because of their 
age, or ability, or appearance. May we, in our 
turn, welcome the presence of Your Holy 
Spirit, So that we may please You in all that 
we say and think and do today. We ask this in 
Jesus’ name. Amen.

 

READING FOR TODAY Mark 12:38-44 (NIV)
38As he taught, Jesus said, ‘Watch out for the 
teachers of the law. They like to walk around 
in flowing robes and be greeted with respect 
in the market-places, 39 and have the most 
important seats in the synagogues and the 
places of honour at banquets. 40 They devour 
widows’ houses and for a show make lengthy 
prayers. These men will be punished most 
severely.’ 41 Jesus sat down opposite the 
place where the offerings were put and 

watched the crowd putting their money into 
the temple treasury. Many rich people threw 
in large amounts. 42 But a poor widow came 
and put in two very small copper coins, worth 
only a few pence. 43 Calling his disciples to 
him, Jesus said, ‘Truly I tell you, this poor 
widow has put more into the treasury than 
all the others. 44 They all gave out of their 
wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in 
everything – all she had to live on.’

REFLECTION 
In today's gospel reading Jesus attacks the teachers of the law for the way that they make a big show 
about their religion to ensure that everybody knows that they are religious. They make long prayers 
and also want the best seats at a feast whilst at the same time they are taking away the homes of 
the poor, and particularly widows. There were no pensions or benefits for widows and they weren’t 
allowed to work. If a woman lost her husband and had no other male relative to support her, she 
couldn’t earn any money and so often had to resort to begging or prostitution. 
Jesus is sitting by the offering box. Rich people come in and make large gifts and perhaps make a bit 
of a show of it. A poor widow comes in and makes a small gift, but Jesus says she has put more in 
than the rich people because she has given all she has. 
It might be that she is being generous to God with all she has. On the other hand, it might be that 
this is what she was expected to put in and Jesus is deliberately quoting this as an example of the 
exploitation by the teachers of the law – as Jesus said just a few verses earlier, “devouring the 
widow’s houses” 
Whichever it is, Jesus really appreciates this gift and sees it as something precious and valuable –
barely anyone else would have even noticed her, let alone seen her gift as Jesus did. Remember that 



 

Jesus is God on two legs, so if Jesus sees this and judges this act as precious and valuable, then God 
certainly does the same. 
Everyone and their faith is important to God. Last week’s lectionary reading stated that rich people 
are loved by God, but that their wealth can get in the way. Today we see how important poor and 
ordinary people and their faith is to God. 
This is an important message for today. On 11th November, Remembrance Day, we take a moment 
to remember the millions of men and woman who have died in wars. It doesn’t matter who they 
are, a few would have been great generals, but most were ordinary soldiers, workers in factories, 
women keeping the home fires burning, or children at school. Some died nearly 100 years ago, 
others just last year. Some are still remembered by family and friends, others have no one to 
remember them. Some were not even known when they died and have a grave marked “an 
unknown soldier”. Some who died have not yet been found and may never be found. 
As we remember them, let us also remember that our readings tell us today that all of them, every 
single one of them, was loved by God and known to Him by name. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

PRAYERS FOR OTHERS 
Lord, we know that You care about justice; 
You want everyone to be treated fairly; You 
see when people’s rights are trampled on. 
Be with those who are responsible for 
making laws, and seeing that they are kept. 
Help them to act with fairness and honesty, 
treating others as they would like to be 
treated themselves.  
Lord, we know that You care about the 
hungry; You made this world in such a way 
that there should be enough for all. Be with 
world leaders, and help them to work 
together so that everyone may be fed. 
Be with all those who are ill at home or in 
hospital, Especially any who are known to us. 
Be also with doctors and nurses who are 
responsible for treating them, and give them 
skill and patient love. 
Lord, we know that You care about those 
who are carrying heavy loads. Working long 
hours, with great responsibilities and very 
little spare time. Give them times of peace 
and refreshment. 
All our prayer today we ask in the name of 
Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour. Amen. 
 

HYMN H&P 402, StF 696 
For the healing of the nations, 
Lord, we pray with one accord, 
for a just and equal sharing 
of the things that earth affords. 

To a life of love in action 
Help us rise and pledge our word. 
 

Lead us forward into freedom, 
from despair your world release, 
that, redeemed from war and hatred, 
all may come and go in peace. 
Show us how through care and goodness 
fear will die and hope increase. 
 

All that kills abundant living, 
let it from the earth be banned: 
pride of status, race or schooling, 
dogmas that obscure your plan. 
In our common quest for justice 
may we hallow life’s brief span. 
 

You, Creator God, have written 
your great name on humankind; 
for our growing in your likeness 
bring the life of Christ to mind; 
that by our response and service 
earth its destiny may find. 
Fred Kaan 
 
THE GRACE 
Lord, in this worship we have been reminded 
that You care for all people. As we finish our 
worship may we rejoice in Your great love for 
us, and share that love with those we meet.  
And may the Blessing of God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
Be upon you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 
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