
 

Week St Mary Methodist Church – 

Sunday 31 October 2021   
This Sunday we have Morning Worship at 11am led by the Worship 

Team. Don’t forget that the clocks go back this weekend! Next Sunday, 

the 7th November, we have an evening Cafe Church at 6.30pm where our 

own Len Davies will be talking about being a child in wartime London.  

PRAYER 
Dear Lord, as we approach the darker days of 
winter, help us to remember that you are 
always there as a light to guide us on our way. 

Be with us when things seem dismal and 
encourage us to take all our problems and 
worries to you in prayer. Amen 

 

READING FOR TODAY Mark 12:28-34 (NIV) 
The greatest commandment 
28 One of the teachers of the law came and 
heard them debating. Noticing that Jesus had 
given them a good answer, he asked him, ‘Of 
all the commandments, which is the most 
important?’ 
29 ‘The most important one,’ answered 
Jesus, ‘is this: “Hear, O Israel: the Lord our 
God, the Lord is one. 30 Love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your mind and with all your 
strength.” 31 The second is this: “Love your 
neighbour as yourself.” There is no 
commandment greater than these.’ 

32 ‘Well said, teacher,’ the man replied. ‘You 
are right in saying that God is one and there is 
no other but him. 33 To love him with all your 
heart, with all your understanding and with all 
your strength, and to love your neighbour as 
yourself is more important than all burnt 
offerings and sacrifices.’ 
34 When Jesus saw that he had answered 
wisely, he said to him, ‘You are not far from 
the kingdom of God.’ And from then on no 
one dared ask him any more questions. 
     
 

 
REFLECTION 
Our reading from Mark’s Gospel comes after Jesus has entered Jerusalem and has been preaching 
and teaching in and around the Temple, and much of what he said was annoying the religious 
leaders. They had asked him about his authority, they had asked him questions to catch him out – 
like the one about paying taxes, and the one about the seven brothers who died and which one the 
wife would be with in heaven. And then this teacher of the law came up to ask about which was the 
greatest commandment. Perhaps he was trying to catch Jesus out as well, but perhaps it was a 
genuine attempt to understand better; certainly the teacher was impressed with the answer of Jesus 
and said so. The teacher went on to say that the two commandments that Jesus quoted were more 
important than all the burnt offerings and sacrifices. And Jesus commended him on his response, 
saying to him ‘you are not far from the Kingdom of God’, so Jesus clearly thought that this particular 
teacher did understand. 
When the teacher of the law asked that question about which is the most important question, Jesus 
had replied with a direct Old Testament quote from Deuteronomy Chapter 6 – a passage that 
became a central prayer of Judaism and known as the Shema, after its opening word Hear. Jesus 
said the most important commandment is this ‘Hear, O Israel: the LORD our God, the LORD is 
one. Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength’. 
But he immediately followed it with another quote, saying the second greatest commandment is 
this ‘Love your neighbour as yourself’, and there are no other commandments greater than these.  



 

The ‘love your neighbour’ quote is another law from the Old Testament, this time from Leviticus 
chapter 19. It occurs in the midst of a long list of laws about justice and holiness, laws that were 
intended to keep Israel different from the peoples around them through a system of fair governance 
and justice. Loving your neighbour as yourself is at the heart of it and this particular law is actually 
quoted some eight times in the New Testament. 
There are apparently some 613 laws in the first five books of the Bible, that’s an awful lot to be kept 
in mind constantly; especially as the way they were written down didn’t give much indication of 
which was most important. The teacher of the law may have been asking a genuine question rather 
than trying to catch Jesus out when he asked which was the most important. And Jesus simplified it 
all into two laws – love the Lord your God, and love your neighbour as yourself. The teacher replied 
in agreement and went on to say that these two laws are far more important than all the obscure 
laws about burnt offerings and sacrifices. So there’s clear practical guidance for us – we only have 
to remember these two. But we have to comply with the two – it’s no good loving God if we don’t 
love our neighbours; and if we leave God out of it and concentrate on neighbours there is every 
danger that we will fail to love our neighbours properly.  These commandments should not to be 
something we only think about in Church or Chapel on a Sunday. They are simplified 
commandments in the words of Jesus and should be our yardstick in everything we do. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

PRAYERS FOR OTHERS 
We pray first of all for Christians everywhere. 
We know that some can meet in comfort and 
with the relative support of society around 
them, but others have to meet in secret and 
fear constant persecution. We ask that you be 
with all of them and bring them strength, 
courage and a desire to spread your word. We 
ask that through their lives others may see 
your great commandments acted out; that in 
them others may see that they love the Lord 
their God, and that they love their neighbours. 
We pray for leaders, rulers and all those in 
authority. Many will not be guided by 
Christian principles but we know that some 
will be. We ask that even if they do not love 
the Lord our God, that they make decisions 
and laws that are in the best interests of as 
many of their people, their neighbours, as 
possible. We ask that they govern in the best 
interests of the many not the few. 
Amen 
 

HYMN H&P 792, StF 73 
Fill thou my life, O Lord my God, 
in every part with praise, 
that my whole being may proclaim 
thy being and thy ways. 
 

Not for the lip of praise alone, 
nor e'en the praising heart 

I ask, but for a life made up 
of praise in every part! 
 

Praise in the common things of life, 
its goings out and in; 
praise in each duty and each deed, 
however small and mean. 
 

Fill every part of me with praise; 
let all my being speak 
of thee and of thy love, O Lord, 
poor though I be, and weak. 
 

So shalt thou, gracious Lord , from me, 
receive the glory due; 
and so shall I begin on earth 
the song forever new. 
 

So shall no part of day or night 
from sacredness be free; 
but all my life, in every step 
be fellowship with thee. 

 
THE GRACE 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of 
God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 
with you now and ever more. Amen 
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