
 

Week St Mary Methodist Church – 

Sunday 24 October 2021   
We had a great café church last Sunday morning led by Sophie. This 

Sunday our worship at the Chapel at 11am will be led by David Rhodes 

and the Worship Team. We’re also delighted that Bright Sparks Music & 

Drama Club is fully back with 23 children busy rehearsing for ‘It’s 

Showtime’ on 4th and 5th December. Do save the date if you can make 

it. Tickets available from beginning of December. 

PRAYER 
In today’s Gospel, we will hear the story of 
Bartimaeus, a blind beggar, Who called out to 
Jesus and was healed. As we draw near to 
God, let us remember that story. 
Loving and gracious God, we celebrate the 
way in which You welcome those who come 
to you. Bartimaeus came as a beggar, with  
 

nothing in his hands, but knowing that he  
needed the loving touch of Jesus. 
Give us grace to understand that we, too, 
need to receive what only Jesus can give. 
Open our minds, our eyes and ears and our 
hearts, so that Jesus may enter in, and give 
us grace to praise Him as we should. Amen

 

READING FOR TODAY Mark 10:46-52 (NIV)
Then they came to Jericho. As Jesus and his 
disciples, together with a large crowd, were 
leaving the city, a blind man, Bartimaeus 
(which means ‘son of Timaeus’), was sitting 
by the roadside begging. When he heard that 
it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout, 
‘Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!’  
Many rebuked him and told him to be quiet, 
but he shouted all the more, ‘Son of David, 
have mercy on me!’ 
Jesus stopped and said, ‘Call him.’ 
 

So they called to the blind man, ‘Cheer up! 
On your feet! He’s calling you.’ Throwing his 
cloak aside, he jumped to his feet and came 
to Jesus. 
‘What do you want me to do for you?’ Jesus 
asked him. 
The blind man said, ‘Rabbi, I want to see.’ 
‘Go,’ said Jesus, ‘your faith has healed 
you.’Immediately he received his sight and 
followed Jesus along the road. 

 

REFLECTION 
Blind people often have ways of coping. Sometimes they know where they are in town by the 
smell of the different shops. Some blind people pop their finger just into a mug when making 
coffee, so they know when it is nearly full; and some have an assistance dog to help them find 
their way around. But even so it really must make life really difficult as even simple tasks are made 
hard. In the first century many of the helps that people can obtain today would not be available to 
you. To be blind then would have been extraordinarily difficult. 
If you heard of someone who could heal you I think you would do everything you could to meet 
him and then draw attention to your plight. This was the case with Bartimaeus. He was aware that 
Jesus was coming and so made as much noise as he possibly could, so much so that the crowd 
started telling him off. Jesus asked the crowd to call him over. Jesus asked him what he wanted 
and Bartimaeus replied “to see” and Jesus then healed him. 
What does this story tell us? 
Jesus was bothered about Bartimaeus - Jesus was travelling through Jericho on his way to 
Jerusalem, where he knew he was going to be arrested and killed. He had told his disciples this 



 

several times. He could easily have been forgiven had he been thinking so much about what was 
going to happen to him, that he just ignored this blind man shouting at him in the street. But that 
wasn’t the Jesus way. He showed his concern and love for others, even unimportant people right 
up to his death. You might feel that with all the people in the world Jesus wouldn’t be interested in 
you, but you would be wrong. Although he has returned to his Father in heaven, he still has that 
love and concern for everyone on this planet – even you. 
Jesus asked Bartimaeus what he wanted - Jesus did not assume. He made sure that Bartimaeus 
wanted to be able to see. This is the same in his dealings with us. He wants us to ask him for the 
things that we really need, he wants us to talk to him, he does not assume. This is why prayer is so 
important. 
Bartimaeus followed Jesus – Bartimaeus was so pleased that he threw away his cloak (perhaps all 
he owned) and followed Jesus. We are not told how long he followed Jesus, but the fact we are 
told his name would indicate that Bartimaeus became a well known follower of Jesus, perhaps 
even known to Mark who wrote this story down. We also are all called to bring our needs to Jesus, 
to tell him about them in prayer and then be his followers. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

PRAYERS FOR OTHERS 
We pray for all ministers and preachers 
as they go out week by week, helping others 
to understand Your word better. We pray for 
church teachers, and for leaders of midweek 
groups. Help them to remember that they 
need to learn from You before they can teach 
others. 
We pray for those who hear Your call to go out 
to other lands and take the good news of Jesus 
to places far from their own home. Be with 
them and keep them safe. 
We pray for ourselves. Lord, You call us all to 
be Your messengers, whether we stay in this 
place or go far away. Help us to keep learning 
from You and make us wide awake to any 
chance that You may send to tell others about 
Jesus. 
We ask these prayers in His most precious 
name. Amen. 
 

HYMN HP 696 STF 556 
Just as I am, without one plea,  
but that thy blood was shed for me,  
and that thou bidd'st me come to thee,  
O Lamb of God, I come. 
 
Just as I am, and waiting not  
to rid my soul of one dark blot,  
to thee, whose blood can cleanse each spot,  
O Lamb of God, I come. 
 

Just as I am, though tossed about  
with many a conflict, many a doubt;  
fightings and fears within, without,  
O Lamb of God, I come. 
 
Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind;  
sight, riches, healing of the mind,  
yea, all I need, in thee to find,  
O Lamb of God, I come. 
 
Just as I am, thou wilt receive;  
wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve,  
because thy promise I believe,  
O Lamb of God, I come. 
 
Just as I am, thy love unknown  
has broken every barrier down;  
now to be thine, yea, thine alone,  
O Lamb of God, I come. 
 
Just as I am, of that free love  
the breadth, length, depth, and height  
to prove,  
here for a season, then above:  
O Lamb of God, I come. 

Charles Elliott (1789-1871) 
 

THE GRACE 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of 
God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 
with you now and ever more. Amen 
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