
 

Week St Mary Methodist Church – 

Sunday 17 October 2021   
This Sunday we have a Rendezvous Cafe Church at 09.30am led by 

Sophie Doyle and the worship team. It will be an informal cafe style 

service with snacks and refreshments. There will be a variety of items, 

including some involving children, and will be on the theme of 

temptation based around the Hebrews lectionary reading.   

This Tuesday, the 19th October, there will be a Church Meeting at 7.30pm, chaired by Sophie 

Doyle in the schoolroom.  

PRAYER 
Loving God and Father to us all, we are sorry 
that we do not follow your ways as much as 
we should. We are sorry for the times when 
we place earthly concerns ahead of our faith 
in you. We are sorry for the times when we 
serve ourselves rather than others. We are 

sorry for the times when we rely on our own 
inadequate resources rather than bring things 
to you in prayer. We have the example and 
teachings of Jesus and yet all too often we 
forget these and are tempted to go our own 
ways. Forgive us, Lord. Amen 

 

READING FOR TODAY Mark 10:35-45 (NIV) 
The request of James and John 
35 Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, 
came to him. ‘Teacher,’ they said, ‘we want 
you to do for us whatever we ask.’ 
36 ‘What do you want me to do for you?’ he 
asked. 
37 They replied, ‘Let one of us sit at your right 
and the other at your left in your glory.’ 
38 ‘You don’t know what you are asking,’ Jesus 
said. ‘Can you drink the cup I drink or be 
baptised with the baptism I am baptised 
with?’ 
39 ‘We can,’ they answered. 
Jesus said to them, ‘You will drink the cup I 
drink and be baptised with the baptism I am 
baptised with, 40 but to sit at my right or left is 

not for me to grant. These places belong to 
those for whom they have been prepared.’ 
41 When the ten heard about this, they 
became indignant with James and 
John. 42 Jesus called them together and 
said, ‘You know that those who are regarded 
as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and 
their high officials exercise authority over 
them. 43 Not so with you. Instead, whoever 
wants to become great among you must be 
your servant, 44 and whoever wants to be first 
must be slave of all. 45 For even the Son of Man 
did not come to be served, but to serve, and 
to give his life as a ransom for many.’ 
     
 

 
REFLECTION 
Our reading from Mark’s gospel is towards the end of Christ’s ministry. It is not long before he enters 
Jerusalem and the events of Passion Week occur, culminating in the crucifixion. Jesus has been 
trying to explain to the disciples that he will be put to death but will rise again. But it is doubtful if 
the disciples really grasped this; they were still thinking in terms of Jesus as Messiah restoring the 
Jews to their rightful position as a sovereign nation free from Roman rule. They knew a crisis was 
coming but could only see Jesus in heavenly glory at the end of it. 
Hence the outrageous request by James and John recorded in the reading above. Matthew’s version 
of the same event is even worse – they get their mother to ask on their behalf! When you think 



 

about it, it was a completely selfish and ambitious request, one that was bound to put the other 
disciple’s noses out of joint. No wonder they were indignant. 
What made it worse in the eyes of Jesus was that they didn’t know what they were asking. James 
and John were concentrating on the glory of high places in the Kingdom of God. They didn’t know 
the true cost of such a request, the suffering that it would entail – it is doubtful if they would have 
asked if they had known. In any case, as Jesus said, it was not up to him to grant these exalted places, 
it was up to God alone. 
Jesus then called all the disciples together and patiently explained again that the Kingdom of God 
was not like earthly kingdoms. He had done this before (think of the Sermon on the Mount – blessed 
are the poor, blessed are the meek, etc) so was probably wishing that they would finally get the 
message. In God’s Kingdom true greatness is humble service, those who want to be great must serve 
all, those who want to be first must be slave to all. And then he refers to himself when he says that 
even the Son of Man (the phrase Jesus used of himself) came to serve others and give his life for 
them. 
And so it is with us as Christians. We are required to serve others, by doing (in words attributed to 
John Wesley) all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you can, in all the places 
you can, at all the times you can, to all the people you can, as long as ever you can.  
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

PRAYERS FOR OTHERS 
We pray for all those who serve others in a 
caring capacity, doctors, nurses, carers, and all 
medical staff. We know that they have been 
severely stretched by the pandemic but we 
ask you to support them and give them 
strength to continue. 
We pray for staff, volunteers and donors who 
serve others through charity organisations 
and that help with providing food, shelter, and 
other basic requirements. We know that 
many are or will face unprecedented demands 
at this time and we ask for your guidance and 
support on their behalf. 
We pray for people who serve others through 
education, teaching, and guidance. We know 
that disruption of education continues 
through covid absences and we ask for your 
support. 
We pray for those who serve others by acting 
as representatives, advocates, or decision 
makers. We pray that they keep their service 
to the fore rather than thinking about their 
position, importance or recompense. 
Amen 
 

HYMN SoF 120, StF 82 
From heaven you came, helpless babe 
Entered our world, Your Glory veiled 

Not to be served but to serve 
And give Your life that we might live 
 

Chorus 
This is our God, the Servant King - 
He calls us now to follow Him 
To bring our lives as a daily offering 
Of worship to the Servant King 
 

There in the garden of tears 
My heavy load He chose to bear 
His heart with sorrow was torn 
Yet ‘Not my will but Yours’, He said 
 

Chorus 
 

Come see His hand and His feet - 
The scars that speak of sacrifice 
Hands that flung stars into space 
To cruel nails surrendered 
 

Chorus 
 

So let us learn how to serve 
And in our lives enthrone Him 
Each other's needs to prefer 
For it is Christ we're serving 
 

Chorus 
 

THE GRACE 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of 
God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 
with you now and ever more. Amen 
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