
 

Week St Mary Methodist Church – 

Sunday 10 October 2021   
This Sunday we have Morning Worship at 11.00pm. It will be led by 

Jeremy as Rev Bryan is unwell. There will be a Church meeting chaired 

by Sophie on Tuesday 19 October 7.30pm in the Schoolroom. 

PRAYER 
Lord, You know what has been filling our 
minds just now; the possessions that we 
have, the work and the activities that take up 
our time and our energy. 
For this time of worship, help us not be 
distracted by any of it, but in our minds to lay 
everything at the feet of Jesus. 

All we have comes 
from You. 
When we take up these responsibilities 
again, help us to do so with a better 
understanding of how You want us to use 
them, so that we may live in a way that 
pleases You. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen 

 

READING FOR TODAY Mark 10: 17-31 (NIV)
As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to 
him and fell on his knees before him. ‘Good 
teacher,’ he asked, ‘what must I do to inherit 
eternal life?’ 
 ‘Why do you call me good?’ Jesus 
answered. ‘No one is good – except God 
alone. You know the commandments: “You 
shall not murder, you shall not commit 
adultery, you shall not steal, you shall not 
give false testimony, you shall not defraud, 
honour your father and mother.”  

‘Teacher,’ he declared, ‘all these I have kept 
since I was a boy.’ 
Jesus looked at him and loved him. ‘One 
thing you lack,’ he said. ‘Go, sell everything 
you have and give to the poor, and you will 
have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow 
me.’ 
At this the man’s face fell. He went away sad, 
because he had great wealth. Jesus looked 
round and said to his disciples, ‘How hard it is 
for the rich to enter  

the kingdom of God!’ The disciples were 
amazed at his words. But Jesus said 
again, ‘Children, how hard it is[b] to enter the 
kingdom of God!  It is easier for a camel to go 
through the eye of a needle than for 
someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of 
God.’ 
The disciples were even more amazed, and 
said to each other, ‘Who then can be saved?’ 
 Jesus looked at them and said, ‘With man 
this is impossible, but not with God; all things 
are possible with God.’ Then Peter spoke up, 
‘We have left everything to follow you!’ 
 ‘Truly I tell you,’ Jesus replied, ‘no one who 
has left home or brothers or sisters or 
mother or father or children or fields for me 
and the gospel will fail to receive a hundred 
times as much in this present age: homes, 
brothers, sisters, mothers, children and 
fields – along with persecutions – and in the 
age to come eternal life. But many who are 
first will be last, and the last first.’ 
 

REFLECTION 
This seems a very pertinent reading for the week after the leaked Pandora papers showed the 
lengths to which some wealthy people will go to hide their financial affairs to avoid tax and/or 
circumvent unwanted scrutiny. The papers appear to reflect a level of desperation in retaining and 
expanding vast riches. Perhaps the rich young ruler in our story exhibits an attitude that’s similar.  
When Jesus tells him to go and sell everything, give it to the poor, have treasure in heaven and 
then come and follow him, it makes the man very sad because he is very rich and he cannot bear 
to part with all his wealth. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%2010:17-31&version=NIVUK&interface=print#fen-NIVUK-24613b


 

The bible is clear. It tells us that Jesus looked at the young man and loved him. Jesus does not feel 
cross, but rather sad that this man’s wealth has prevented him from entering into eternal life or 
the kingdom of God. His riches are holding him back and acting as a barrier between him and God. 
It isn’t that God rejects the wealthy, but rather that their wealth creates a barrier between them 
and God.  
We live in times of great division between the wealthiest and the poorest, especially if we take a 
worldwide perspective. Christian Aid is running a campaign to highlight the way rich corporations 
use tax havens to avoid paying a fair share of taxes to some of the poorest countries on the planet. 
Christian Aid reckon that tax avoidance like this costs the poorest countries about 160 Billion US 
Dollars – about 1 and 1⁄2 times the world wide aid budget. But in addition they also reckon use of 
tax havens costs the UK about £35 billion in tax receipts. What Christian Aid wants is for 
transparency of accounting, so that everyone can see where the profits are really being made and 
for tax to be paid in the countries where the profit is generated. All this would make a fairer world 
and one where people are not damaged either by wealth or the lack of it. 
Christian Aid are doing this, not just to make a fairer world but because it is in keeping with the 
God that we see in our Gospel too; a God who knows that to have too much is as bad for people as 
to have too little; and that when we share the good things that he gives, we really are following in 
the footsteps of Jesus. 
 

PRAYERS FOR OTHERS 
We pray for leaders of countries, and 
especially for those whose job it is to think 
how money should be collected and spent. 
Help them to find ways of doing this fairly, so 
that no one is in need. 
We pray for all those whose work 
has a great deal to do with money. For those 
who work in banks or building societies; for 
those who handle it all day in shops or 
businesses; keep them safe in their work. 
We pray for those who have no money; 
for those without work, who do not know 
where the next penny is coming from; for 
those who struggle to provide for their 
families. Help them not to give up hope, 
And be with all the different charities 
who try to help them. 
Thinking about the money that we possess, 
all of us are in different circumstances. 
Whatever these may be, we can be certain 
that we are loved by You. 
Whether we have little or much, may we 
please You by the way we live.  
Amen. THE LORD’S PRAYER 
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For the healing of the nations, 
Lord, we pray with one accord, 
for a just and equal sharing 
of the things that earth affords. 

To a life of love in action 
help us rise and pledge our word. 
 

Lead us forward into freedom, 
from despair your world release, 
that, redeemed from war and hatred, 
all may come and go in peace. 
Show us how through care and goodness 
fear will die and hope increase. 
 
All that kills abundant living, 
let it from the earth be banned: 
pride of status, race or schooling, 
dogmas that obscure your plan. 
In our common quest for justice 
may we hallow life's brief span. 
 
You, Creator God, have written 
your great name on humankind; 
for our growing in your likeness 
bring the life of Christ to mind; 
that by our response and service 
earth its destiny may find. 
Fred Kaan 
 

THE GRACE  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of 
God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 
with you now and ever more. Amen 
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