
 

Week St Mary Methodist Church – 

Sunday 3 October 2021   
This Sunday we have an evening cafe church at 6.30pm. It will be an 

informal service at tables with refreshment. It will be led by Jeremy and 

Peter, focusing on creation and our stewardship of God’s creation. All 

are welcome. 

PRAYER 
Loving God, Sovereign of all things, you hold 
the whole universe in your hands, and yet you 
care for humankind. We thank and praise you 
for your mindful attention to us, but we are 

conscious that we do not always keep our 
minds focused on you. Enable us to keep our 
hearts and thoughts fixed on you and on your 
truth as we read this act of worship. Amen 

 

READING FOR TODAY Hebrews 1:1-4, 2:5-12 (NIV) 
1. God’s final word: his Son 
In the past God spoke to our ancestors 
through the prophets at many times and in 
various ways, 2 but in these last days he has 
spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed 
heir of all things, and through whom also he 
made the universe. 3 The Son is the radiance 
of God’s glory and the exact representation of 
his being, sustaining all things by his powerful 
word. After he had provided purification for 
sins, he sat down at the right hand of the 
Majesty in heaven. 4 So he became as much 
superior to the angels as the name he has 
inherited is superior to theirs. 
2. Jesus made fully human 
5 It is not to angels that he has subjected the 
world to come, about which we are 
speaking. 6 But there is a place where 
someone has testified:  
‘What is mankind that you are mindful of 
them, a son of man that you care for him? 
7 You made them a little lower than the 

angels; you crowned them with glory and 
honour 8 and put everything under their feet.’ 
In putting everything under them, God left 
nothing that is not subject to them. Yet at 
present we do not see everything subject to 
them. 9 But we do see Jesus, who was made 
lower than the angels for a little while, now 
crowned with glory and honour because he 
suffered death, so that by the grace of God he 
might taste death for everyone. 
10 In bringing many sons and daughters to 
glory, it was fitting that God, for whom and 
through whom everything exists, should make 
the pioneer of their salvation perfect through 
what he suffered. 11 Both the one who makes 
people holy and those who are made holy are 
of the same family. So Jesus is not ashamed to 
call them brothers and sisters. 12 He says, 
‘I will declare your name to my brothers and 
sisters; in the assembly I will sing your praises.’ 
     
 

REFLECTION 
The letter to the Hebrews, from which our reading is taken, was at one time thought to have written 
by the Apostle Paul. Nowadays the general consensus is that we don’t know who wrote but it was 
addressed to a group of early Jewish Christians who were facing opposition and in danger of 
abandoning their faith. It is full of Old Testament references designed to place Jesus and his ministry 
as part of God’s plan for the Jewish people. Our reading, for example, contains excerpts from two 
Psalms (the bits in italics above). It also opens with a clear statement that God has spoken to the 
Jewish people in the past through his prophets but has now spoken through his Son, Jesus. 
Let’s summarise and rephrase the whole passage. After Jesus had provided purification for sins he 
became much superior to the angels. It had previously been written that humankind was made a 
little lower than the angels, and then we see Jesus also made lower than the angels for a little while, 



 

but then crowned with glory because he suffered death for everyone. In other words, that is an 
entirely concise and consistent account of what we know as Christians – that Jesus was made human 
and died on the cross for our sins and is now in glory at God’s right hand.  
As well as the role of Jesus in God’s plan, this section of Hebrews also addresses humankind’s place 
in the scheme of things. The first quotation is from Psalm 8 and the previous verse starts by saying 
‘when I consider the heavens, the works of your fingers, the moon and stars, what is humankind 
that you are mindful of them, human beings that you care for them’. And that is amazing when you 
think about it. God has created the whole universe and life within it and yet he bothers about us 
mere mortals. The works of his hands are so wonderful and yet he cares for us. It all makes sense 
only if we are the fulfilment of his grand design. 
We were made to share God’s creation; we were made with a capacity to engage with life and the 
universe in a mental and spiritual sense, we were made with the capacity to love God and each 
other. That is our role and place in his scheme. Given the wonder and scale of creation it is indeed 
amazing that God cares for us. But we know that to be the case because he sent his Son, Jesus Christ, 
and because we can see the results of faith in people’s lives.  
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

PRAYERS FOR OTHERS 
As we approach winter, let us pray for all 
those whose circumstances are worse than 
ours. We think of people who are in despair 
about the reduction in Universal Credit, the 
rising fuel prices, the ending of furlough, all 
combined with low or uncertain incomes.  
Let us pray for those struggling with rising 
rents or facing eviction, for the rising number 
of homeless and those in temporary 
accommodation. 
We pray for the Bude Food Bank to which we 
took our items collected at Harvest Festival 
last week. Let us pray for all those who receive 
food, and for the volunteers and donors. 
Amen 
 

HYMN StF 82 
O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder 
Consider all the works thy hand hath made, 
I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder, 
Thy power throughout the universe 
displayed; 
 

Chorus 
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to Thee, 
How great Thou art, how great Thou art! 
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to Thee, 
How great Thou art, how great Thou art! 
 

When through the woods and forest glades I 
wander 
And hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees; 

When I look down from lofty mountain 
grandeur, 
And hear the brook, and feel the gentle 
breeze; 
 

Chorus 
 

And when I think that God His Son not 
sparing, 
Sent Him to die - I scarce can take it in, 
That on the cross my burden gladly bearing, 
He bled and died to take away my sin: 
 

Chorus 
 

When Christ shall come with shout of 
acclamation 
And take me home – what joy shall fill my 
heart  
Then shall I bow in humble adoration 
And there proclaim: my God, how great thou 
art  
 

Chorus 
 

THE GRACE 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of 
God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 
with you now and ever more. Amen 
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