
 

Week St Mary Methodist Church – 

Sunday 26 September 2021   
This Sunday our worship at the Chapel is at 11am and will be led by 

Jeremy and the Worship Team. We look forward to welcoming you if 

you can attend, it will be our usual mix of modern and traditional as we 

praise and worship God. Thank you so much to everyone who worked so 

very hard to help deliver all the Revel activities last weekend. It was a 

great success and a beacon of normality in our wider community. 

PRAYER 
Gracious God, as we rest in Your presence at 
this moment, we know that You understand 
us completely. You hear the words that we 
say, even before they have come out of our 
mouths. You even hear the thoughts that are 
going through our minds. At the beginning of 

this time of service, we invite You to take 
control. Fill each of us by Your Holy Spirit, 
and may everything that we say or sing, and 
everything that we think be pleasing to You. 
For You are our rock and our Saviour. Amen 

 

READING FOR TODAY  Matthew 9:1-8
Jesus stepped into a boat, crossed over and 
came to his own town. Some men brought to 
him a paralysed man, lying on a mat. When 
Jesus saw their faith, he said to the 
man, ‘Take heart, son; your sins are forgiven.’ 

At this, some of the teachers of the law said 
to themselves, ‘This fellow is blaspheming!’ 
Knowing their thoughts, Jesus said, ‘Why do 
you entertain evil thoughts in your hearts? 

Which is easier: to say, “Your sins are 
forgiven,” or to say, “Get up and walk”?  But I 
want you to know that the Son of Man has 
authority on earth to forgive sins.’ So he said 
to the paralysed man, ‘Get up, take your mat 
and go home.’  Then the man got up and 
went home.  When the crowd saw this, they 
were filled with awe; and they praised God, 
who had given such authority to man. 

 
REFLECTION 
This is one of those stories that we all think we know; for example, how do the friends get through 
the crowd to reach Jesus? We’re so used to thinking of them clawing their way through the roof 
that it comes as something of a shock to find that that does not happen in this version? Why not? 
Did Matthew omit it – or did the other Gospel writers make it up? The truth of the matter is that 
we can become so fascinated at the novelty of this approach that we think that this is what the 
story is about; so let’s look at the individuals involved in this story and see how relevant this piece 
of detail is. 
The man on the mat: We don’t know much about this man. All we know is that he was paralysed, 
in need, and had loyal friends. We don’t even know whether he was full of faith, or if his friends 
had dragged him there. We don’t know why he was paralysed. To all those who were present, 
however, his state would be tied up with sinfulness, his own, or that of his parents. Whatever the 
cause, however, he was flat on his back, unable to move. A prisoner of his disease. 
  We can also tie ourselves down by possessions and money, by habits, mistaken priorities, fears 
and anxieties, all of which can prevent us from living the full life that God intends for us. 
Like the man in the story, we need to be in the presence of Jesus, and to allow his ministry. Like 
the man, we need the forgiveness and the new start that only Jesus can bring.  



 

The faith of the friends: How much are you prepared to do for your friends? Let’s forget about the 
roof business. Even without that element, these friends have to carry this man, how far it doesn’t 
say, and push through the crowd, braving all the irritation that this might cause. How much effort 
do we put into making our church a place where people can meet Jesus? How much are we 
prepared to put ourselves out? Will we change the furniture around, alter our services, give our 
premises over to other activities, so that people can meet him more easily? 
The truth is that they believed so much in Jesus that they were prepared to take a risk, and their 
faith was rewarded. To put faith in Jesus means more than expressing that faith in words; it means 
walking the talk. We often talk of faith; but do we walk as if we have faith? When did we last take 
a risk for God? 
The power of Jesus: There are some people who have charisma. Others want to flock around 
them, see them, listen to them. Jesus certainly had that gift; but he amounted to so much more 
than that. He had a power that came from God, and through that power, lives were changed. This 
still happens. Sometimes, like the friends in the story, we can be the means of introducing Jesus to 
others. On other occasions, however, the scripture can do its own work. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

PRAYER TO BE GOOD WITNESSES 
Dear Lord, how we praise and thank You, and 
worship You for Your greatest of all gifts, in 
sending the Lord Jesus to be our Saviour and 
Friend and for dying in our place on the cross. 
Thank You that when we come into your 
presence through this worship sheet, You are 
with us. And thank You Father, for the many 
blessings that You shower over us day by day. 
Give us grateful hearts and a willingness and 
desire to share with others the grace and 
mercy that You have given us, without 
measure.  
Help us Lord, to demonstrate Your great love 
and grace to all those who cross our paths. 
May we be ready and willing to be faithful 
witnesses of You and to give an answer for 
what we believe, so that others may also 
come to know You and to accept Jesus as 
their Saviour and friend, because they saw 
Him in us.  
Help us to uplift other members of Your 
church and in all things to be Your hands and 
feet, Your eyes and ears and Your heart of 
love in all we say and do. In Jesus' name. 
Amen. 
 
HYMN H&P 767, StF 661 

Give me the faith which can remove  
and sink the mountain to a plain;  
give me the childlike praying love,  

which longs to build thy house again;  
thy love, let it my heart o'er-power,  
and all my simple soul devour.  

I would the precious time redeem,  
and longer live for this alone,  
to spend and to be spent for them 
who have not yet my Savior known;  
fully on these my mission prove,  
and only breathe, to breathe thy love.  

My talents, gifts, and graces, Lord,  
into thy blessed hands receive;  
and let me live to preach thy word,  
and let me to thy glory live;  
my every sacred moment spend  
in publishing the sinner's Friend.  

Enlarge, inflame, and fill my heart  

with boundless charity divine,  

so shall I all my strength exert,  

and love them with a zeal like thine,  

and lead them to thy open side,  

the sheep for whom the Shepherd died. 

Charles Wesley 

 
THE GRACE 
As we put down this worship sheet, give us the 
wisdom to see where You are already working, 
and the courage to join in that work. 
And may the Blessing of God, Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you 
always. Amen 
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