
 

Week St Mary Methodist Church – 

Sunday 12 September 2021   
Our service this Sunday is led by the Worship Team and Brian Parkman 

on the theme of ‘one day at a time’. On Sunday 19 September it is our 

Rendezvous Café Church but at 11AM. It will be follow a harvest theme 

and we will be welcoming the Harvest Queen and party to the service. 

PRAYER 
Loving Lord, the disciples who lived alongside 
Jesus struggled to grasp how very special He 
was. We can read the whole story of His life 
and death, and of how You raised Him to new 
life. As we take part in this service today, 

give us a better understanding of who Jesus is, 
so that we may offer our worship 
with glad and thankful hearts, 
praising You for all that You have done 
for us through Him. Amen.

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

READING FOR TODAY James 3:1-12 (NIV) 
 

1Not many of you should become teachers, 
my fellow believers, because you know that 
we who teach will be judged more 
strictly. 2 We all stumble in many ways. 
Anyone who is never at fault in what they say 
is perfect, able to keep their whole body in 
check. 

3 When we put bits into the mouths of horses 
to make them obey us, we can turn the 
whole animal. 4 Or take ships as an example. 
Although they are so large and are driven by 
strong winds, they are steered by a very 
small rudder wherever the pilot wants to 
go. 5 Likewise, the tongue is a small part of 
the body, but it makes great boasts. Consider 
what a great forest is set on fire by a small 
spark. 6 The tongue also is a fire, a world of 
evil among the parts of the body. It corrupts 

the whole body, sets the whole course of 
one’s life on fire, and is itself set on fire by 
hell. 

7 All kinds of animals, birds, reptiles and sea 
creatures are being tamed and have been 
tamed by mankind, 8 but no human being can 
tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of 
deadly poison. 

9 With the tongue we praise our Lord and 
Father, and with it we curse human beings, 
who have been made in God’s likeness. 10 Out 
of the same mouth come praise and cursing. 
My brothers and sisters, this should not 
be. 11 Can both fresh water and salt water 
flow from the same spring? 12 My brothers 
and sisters, can a fig-tree bear olives, or a 
grapevine bear figs? Neither can a salt spring 
produce fresh water. 

 
REFLECTION 
James sees the tongue as a very dangerous weapon indeed. It’s not just that it can be used to hurt 
and harm other people; we can also put ourselves at risk by the things we say. James sees the 
tongue as like a bit in a horse’s mouth or the rudder on the ship. Both of these set the direction of 
either the horse or the ship. He clearly sees saying the wrong things can lead to doing wrong 
things which then might ultimately destroy us. 
He says it is really difficult to train the tongue and so we will need help in being sure that we 
always say the right things. James says just as water cannot be fresh and salty at the same time or 
just as a fig tree cannot produce olives then when a tongue is used to acknowledge and worship 



 

God, build others up and ask God for help then it is much, much harder for it to be used for wrong 
things such as being mean to others and hurting them. James says the way to tame the tongue is 
to use it for the right things. 
However we are people of the early 21st century and whilst some things are exactly the same, 
such as human nature, there are some things that are very different from the world that James 
knew. One thing James didn’t know about and could never even have imagined was the Internet, 
Email and Social Media. It can be so easy to use these things to do harm. We can just as easily 
send people nasty messages, bully others using text messages, post hurtful things on the Bude 
Banter facebook page, fire off vicious responses to emails barely thinking about it and gossip 
about others on social media. We can even say things in social media that we would never say to 
someone directly and we can do all these things to someone on the other side of the planet just as 
easily as if they were in the next room. And all in an instant. 
This means that we in the 21st century have to guard what our fingers say just as much as we have 
to guard our tongues. In our world our fingers typing on our phones and our tongues are the same 
thing. 
 
PRAYERS FOR OTHERS 
In our prayers for others, we will be praying 
for those who influence others by their 
speech. 
We pray for leaders of nations, speaking to 
large gatherings, talking on the television or 
radio, or to newspapers. Help them to use 
their words wisely, so that they may 
encourage peace and goodwill. 
We pray for preachers; for those in this 
Methodist circuit, and in other circuits; for 
those who serve other churches in this area. 
May they bring the words that You want Your 
people to hear. 
We pray for those who work in the media, 
using words to tell us about what is 
happening in the world. Help them to be 
honest in their reporting, and keep them safe 
when they work in dangerous places.  
We pray for writers who use words to paint 
pictures. We pray for actors and performers 
who take someone else’s words and speak 
them in ways that stir our emotions.  
Finally, we pray for ourselves. We use all 
kinds of words, every day. Help us to be wise 
in the way that we speak, so that we may 
encourage others and build Your kingdom. 
Lord, You created speech and language; 
May every tongue on earth and in heaven 
give You glory 
Amen 
 

HYMN H&P 13, StF 466 

Praise, my soul, the King of Heaven; 
To His feet thy tribute bring. 
Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, 
Evermore His praises sing: 
Praise Him, praise Him (repeat) 
Praise the everlasting King. 

Praise Him for His grace and favour 
To our fathers in distress; 
Praise Him still the same as ever, 
Slow to chide, and swift to bless. 
Praise Him, praise Him (repeat) 
Glorious in His faithfulness. 

Fatherlike He tends and spares us, 
Well our feeble frame He knows; 
In His hands He gently bears us, 
Rescues us from all our foes. 
Praise Him, praise Him (repeat) 
Widely yet His mercy flows. 

Angels, help us to adore Him, 
Ye behold Him face to face; 
Sun and moon, bow down before Him; 
Dwellers all in time and space, 
Praise Him, praise Him (repeat) 
Praise with us the God of grace. 
  

THE GRACE 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of 
God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 
with you now and ever more. Amen 
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