
 

Week St Mary Methodist Church – 

Sunday 5 September 2021   
Our service this Sunday is at 3pm and will be an accreditation service for 

Peter Daniel as a Local Preacher. The service will be led by Rev Linda 

Barriball and we will be joined by members of other churches across the 

circuit. We will also celebrate David Rhodes’ 40 years as a Local 

Preacher. There will be a Cream Tea to follow. Do join us if you can. 

There will be no evening Cafe Church this week.  

PRAYER 
Dear Father, in our service sheet this morning 
we will hear of the outstanding faith of the 
Phoenician woman. Loving God, we pray that 
you will give us such faith, so that we can be 
the people you want us to be, we can have the 
compassion you want us to have, and we can 

do the work in your name that you would 
want us to do. We ask this through your son, 
Jesus Christ, whose ministry and teachings 
showed us exactly what you want us to be. 
Amen 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

READING FOR TODAY Mark 7:24-30 (NIV) 
 

Jesus honours a Syro-Phoenician woman’s 
faith 
24 Jesus left that place and went to the vicinity 
of Tyre. He entered a house and did not want 
anyone to know it; yet he could not keep his 
presence secret. 25 In fact, as soon as she 
heard about him, a woman whose little 
daughter was possessed by an impure spirit 
came and fell at his feet. 26 The woman was a 
Greek, born in Syrian Phoenicia. She begged 
Jesus to drive the demon out of her daughter. 

27 ‘First let the children eat all they want,’ he 
told her, ‘for it is not right to take the 
children’s bread and toss it to the dogs.’ 
28 ‘Lord,’ she replied, ‘even the dogs under the 
table eat the children’s crumbs.’ 
29 Then he told her, ‘For such a reply, you may 
go; the demon has left your daughter.’ 
30 She went home and found her child lying on 
the bed, and the demon gone. 

 
REFLECTION 
Jesus had gone to Tyre, perhaps for a bit of peace and quiet, and didn’t really want to be noticed. 
But word got around and as soon as she heard about Jesus being there a woman came and fell at 
his feet. Tyre was in what is now Syria and was Gentile territory, some way from Judah or even 
Galilee. The woman was from the area but Greek speaking. She was a Gentile and therefore 
‘unclean’ in the eyes of Jews. Her daughter was possessed by an evil spirit and the woman was 
desperate for help, and begged Jesus to help. Clearly, news of the healing activities of Jesus had 
reached people living in Tyre.  
In response Jesus seems to be rather off-hand, ‘first let the children eat’ he says. Then he says ‘it is 
not right to take the children’s bread and toss it to the dogs’. Jews, at the time, often likened the 
Gentiles to dogs, so Jesus appears to be even more disparaging in what he said. Actually Jesus was 
probably quoting a popular proverb and was not being as unfeeling as it seems. Nevertheless, he 
was saying that his mission was firstly to the people of Israel, they are the children in the quotation, 
and that after his death on the cross it would be the turn of the Gentiles. In fact, in Matthew’s 



 

account of the same incident, Jesus specifically says so. In Matthew 15 verse 24 Jesus says ‘I have 
been sent only to the lost sheep of Israel’.   
We don’t know if the woman accepted that the Jewish people were the priority. As a Gentile would 
she readily have taken this to be the case? It seems unlikely. But, in any case, she decides to throw 
herself on the mercy of Jesus and pleads with him through a clever response. She obviously had 
great faith that Jesus could heal her daughter. So she says, in effect, even if the children do come 
first they will drop crumbs which the dogs can eat. Jesus is impressed with her response and her 
faith and says that for such a reply your daughter is healed. The woman went home and the demon 
had indeed left her daughter. 
Jesus knew that his priority during his earthly mission was his fellow Jews but throughout his 
ministry Jesus extended his teachings and compassion to other people. As well as the Syrian 
woman’s daughter, other examples include the Roman Centurion’s servant, and the people of a 
Samaritan city after he had met the woman at the well. Perhaps the clearest indication is in John 
10:16 where he said ‘I have other sheep not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also.............there 
shall be one flock and one shepherd’.  
God’s promises to the Jewish people were to be applicable to everyone. And his final instructions 
to his disciples, and so to us today, were to go and make disciples of all nations. 
 
PRAYERS FOR OTHERS 
Lord, we continue to pray for the situation in 
Afghanistan and for the many Afghans now 
trapped in a society and way of life that they 
would not choose. 
Lord, we pray for displaced persons 
everywhere. Some are fleeing violence, some 
persecution, some natural or unnatural 
disasters. All of them need help in the way of 
security, food and shelter. Be with them, Lord, 
and with the charities helping them, as they 
seek to come to terms with their situation.  
Lord, we pray for ourselves and for others who 
have relative riches and security. Help to open 
our eyes and minds so that we do not forget 
the circumstances of so many of our fellow 
human beings. Jesus brought hope to the poor 
and outcast and we pray that you will guide us 
how to do the same. 
Amen 
 

HYMN H&P 139, StF 255 
The kingdom of God 
is justice and joy, 
for Jesus restores 
what sin would destroy. 
God’s power and glory 
in Jesus we know; 
and here and hereafter 
the kingdom shall grow. 

The kingdom of God 

is mercy and grace; 

the captives are freed, 

the sinners find place, 

the outcast are welcomed 

God’s banquet to share, 

and hope is awakened 

in place of despair. 
 

The kingdom of God 

is challenge and choice: 

believe the good news, 

repent and rejoice! 

His love for us sinners 

brought Christ to his cross: 

our crisis of judgement 

for gain or for loss. 
 

God’s kingdom is come, 

the gift and the goal; 

in Jesus begun, 

in heaven made whole. 

The heirs of the kingdom 

shall answer his call, 

and all things cry glory 

to God all in all. 
  

THE GRACE 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of 
God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 
with you now and ever more. Amen 
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