
 

Week St Mary Methodist Church – 

Sunday 15 August 2021   
Welcome to our worship sheet. Sadly we have had to cancel our 

Worship Lunch planned for this Sunday as some helpers had become 

unavailable due to Covid contact. We know how much everyone was 

looking forward to it and we hope to find another date in the next few 

weeks. We received really good feedback to our video last week about 

the story of Jonah. If you would like to view it, please visit our website 

www.weekstmarymethodist.org.uk  

PRAYER 
O God who is greater than the most powerful 
forces in this world, enable us to be still and 
know that You are God. 
O Lord who answers out of the whirlwind of 
everyday life, breathe in us Your Holy Spirit 
to strengthen, comfort, and guide us in the 
midst of any storm. 

O still, small voice, speak to us as we worship 
with this sheet, that we might become 
makers of Your peace in our homes, in our 
communities, in our world.  
We pray all this in the name of Jesus, our 
Saviour, who calmed the raging sea. Amen. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

READING FOR TODAY (Ephesians 5:15-21 New International Version UK) 
15 Be very careful, then, how you live – not 

as unwise but as wise, 16 making the most 

of every opportunity, because the days 

are evil. 17 Therefore do not be foolish, 

but understand what the Lord’s will 

is. 18 Do not get drunk on wine, which 

leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled 

with the Spirit, 19 speaking to one another 

with psalms, hymns, and songs from the 

Spirit. Sing and make music from your 

heart to the Lord, 20 always giving thanks 

to God the Father for everything, in the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
REFLECTION 
The Bible is full of verses referring to wisdom. “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge; 
fools despise wisdom and instruction.” (Proverbs 1:7). Three books of the Old Testament are 
actually known as the Wisdom books, Job, Proverbs and Ecclesiastes. “Let no one deceive himself. 
If anyone among you thinks that he is wise in this age, let him become a fool that he may become 
wise.” (1 Corinthians 3:18).  “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to 
all without reproach, and it will be given him.” (James 1:5). Underpinning almost all of the verses 
about wisdom in the Bible is the distinction between wordly wisdom that is partial, often flawed 
and misdirected and the wisdom of God, that is certain, life changing with often unexpected 
outcomes. “But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak 
things of the world to shame the strong.” (James 1:5). Paul’s admonition to live not as unwise but 
as wise, is a clear message for us to not be wise in our own abilities or the ways of the world, “but 
to understand what the will of the Lord is.” 
We may fear ‘evil days’ but they create opportunities, and we should make the most of those 
opportunities. The word for “making the most” [of every opportunity] is one of the words that is 
used in the New Testament for redeeming. It means to “buy up.” It’s a marketplace term. You go 



 

down to the shop or market and look for bargains, and when you find one you “buy up” what you 
can because you know they won’t last long; the bargains are always changing. Paul is saying we 
need to ‘buy up’ the opportunities that are created by the evil days. We need to look for ways to 
do God’s will in the midst of life’s challenges. 
Paul wants us to be wise. He wants us to make the most of the days we’ve been given, because 
the situation around us, which may seem to be against us, is really creating new opportunities for 
us. I read a statistic that said 20% more people are open to talking about God now than before the 
pandemic. That should motivate us to share the Gospel. When people are in a dark place they 
search for light. And we can be God’s light in any number of ways. Of course by practical actions if 
we can, but just as importantly, by loving, by caring, by praying and by encouraging. Small acts are 
of equal importance to large interventions in God’s eyes. He has a purpose for us all. Let us pray 
for God’s will for our lives. 

PRAYERS FOR OTHERS 
Lord God, You know all things; give wisdom 
to Your servants. 
We pray for leaders of countries; for our own 
Prime Minister and government, and for 
leaders of other nations, especially those 
whose countries are involved in violence, or 
fighting. We especially think of Afghanistan 
where people are in fear for their safety and 
their lives. Show the leaders how to work for 
peace, so that everyone may live without 
fear. 
We pray too for those who are trying to sort 
out complicated problems with money. We 
pray for people who lead in the community; 
for heads of businesses, for head teachers 
and college principals; for leaders in hospitals 
or the police force, or in other emergency 
services; for leaders in the armed forces. 
Guide them in the many decisions that they 
need to make every day.  
We pray for Your church everywhere, and for 
those who lead it; for the other churches in 
our area; for national church leaders. 
May they never forget that You are The head 
of the church that they serve.  
We pray now for ourselves. Lord, it is not 
always easy to be wise. Sometimes, more 
than one way of doing things can seem 
sensible. Help us to keep coming to You in 
prayer, so that we may be guided by You, 
And be truly wise in the way that pleases 
You. Amen. 

 
HYMN H&P 137, StF 545 

Be Thou my Vision, O Lord of my heart; 
Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art; 
Thou my best Thought, by day or by night, 
Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light. 

Be Thou my Wisdom, and Thou my true 
Word; 
I ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord; 
Thou my great Father, I Thy true son; 
Thou in me dwelling, and I with Thee one. 

Be Thou my breastplate, my sword for the 
fight; 
Be Thou my whole armour, be Thou my true 
might; 
Be Thou my soul's shelter, be Thou my strong 
tower: 
O raise Thou me heaven-ward, great Power 
of my power. 
 
Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise, 
Thou mine Inheritance, now and always: 
Thou and Thou only, first in my heart, 
High King of Heaven, my Treasure Thou art. 

High King of Heaven, my victory won, 
May I reach Heaven’s joys, O bright Heav’n’s 
Sun! 
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 
Still be my Vision, O Ruler of all. 

BLESSING 
As we finish our worship, let us give God 
honour and glory,  and trust Him to provide 
for us. And may the Blessing of God, Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain 
with you always. Amen. 
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