
 

Week St Mary Methodist Church – 

Sunday 25 July 2021   
This Sunday we have a Rendezvous cafe-style service at 9.30am - and we 

can have refreshments and sing again! However we will still be sensible 

and have some precautions in place such as minimising touching of 

refreshments and having seats at the back for those who don’t want to 

be in front of singers. The theme for this Sunday is prayer and the 

service will include acting and singing by members of Bright Sparks and a message by Sophie.  

PRAYER 
Father, we thank you that we are increasingly 
able to return to activities that we would, 
prior to the pandemic, have regarded as 
commonplace. It has reminded us that we 
should never take for granted all the 

wonderful opportunities and activities 
available in the world you have caused to be 
created. Dear Lord, help us to be truly 
thankful for all you have done and continue 
to do for us. Amen 

 

READING FOR TODAY John 6:1-15 (NIV) 
Jesus feeds the five thousand 
6 Some time after this, Jesus crossed to the 
far shore of the Sea of Galilee (that is, the Sea 
of Tiberias), 2 and a great crowd of people 
followed him because they saw the signs he 
had performed by healing those who were 
ill. 3 Then Jesus went up on a mountainside 
and sat down with his disciples. 4 The Jewish 
Passover Festival was near. 
5 When Jesus looked up and saw a great 
crowd coming towards him, he said to 
Philip, ‘Where shall we buy bread for these 
people to eat?’ 6 He asked this only to test 
him, for he already had in mind what he was 
going to do. 
7 Philip answered him, ‘It would take more 
than half a year’s wages to buy enough bread 
for each one to have a bite!’ 
8 Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon 
Peter’s brother, spoke up, 9 ‘Here is a boy 
with five small barley loaves and two small 

fish, but how far will they go among so 
many?’ 
10 Jesus said, ‘Make the people sit 
down.’ There was plenty of grass in that 
place, and they sat down (about five 
thousand men were there). 11 Jesus then took 
the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed to 
those who were seated as much as they 
wanted. He did the same with the fish. 
12 When they had all had enough to eat, he 
said to his disciples, ‘Gather the pieces that 
are left over. Let nothing be wasted.’ 13 So 
they gathered them and filled twelve baskets 
with the pieces of the five barley loaves left 
over by those who had eaten. 
14 After the people saw the sign Jesus 
performed, they began to say, ‘Surely this is 
the Prophet who is to come into the 
world.’ 15 Jesus, knowing that they intended 
to come and make him king by force, 
withdrew again to a mountain by himself. 
 

REFLECTION 
This is a very well known episode in the ministry of Jesus and, in fact, is the only miracle to occur in 
all four Gospels – which shows its significance. It is normally approached either from the point of 
view of the disciples who were sceptical about how people were to be fed, or from the point of 
view of Jesus trying to get his disciples to read the signs about who he was. But today we are going 
to look at it from the point of view of the crowd themselves. The crowd had been following Jesus 
around all day, listening to him preach, and seeing him healing those that were ill. The crowd was 



 

very big – we talk about the feeding of the 5000 but it was actually 5000 men. It suggests that the 
total size of the crowd might have been upwards of 10,000 people.  
Some were no doubt listening intently to everything Jesus said, others may just have wanted to 
see the spectacle of Jesus performing healing miracles, others may be were hoping for Jesus to 
take some political action. John’s version of the miracle suggests that afterwards the crowd 
wanted to force him into being a political leader or King – a leader who would lead the Jews in an 
uprising – but Jesus was having none of it and withdrew to the mountains by himself. 
The psychology of crowds is interesting. They were so fascinated by Jesus that they had followed 
him all day. I expect you can think of more modern examples of adoring crowds - football crowds, 
perhaps, or pop fans. But crowds can also turn or be very fickle, such as the crowd who cheered 
Jesus into Jerusalem then demanded his crucifixion within a week. Crowds can also get carried 
away and collectively do things they wouldn’t do normally do. Again, I expect you can think of 
modern examples of angry crowds leading to unreasonable actions, of mob rule. And the desire to 
conform to the actions of the rest of the crowd or group can lead to what is known as group-think 
where the desire for conformity leads to irrational decisions.  
I am not sure anyone nowadays can describe Christians in the modern western world as an 
example of group-think. Rather the opposite in fact. There seems to a broad consensus that we 
are all weird, a general view that Christianity doesn’t matter – and nowhere more so than in the 
media. But I would suggest that we are Christians by conviction and faith and that it is those who 
look down on us who are guilty of group-think.  
Which all takes us a long way from the 10,000 people following Jesus on that day. But I think it is a 
useful approach – to imagine yourself as one of the crowd that were there – to think what you 
would have made of the teaching and healing of Jesus and to ask yourself how much you would 
have been swayed by what everyone else thought and said.  
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

PRAYERS FOR OTHERS 
We pray for everyone who is tempted by the 
voices of the crowd around them to do what 
they know to be wrong. Help them, Lord, to 
stand up for stand up for what is right and to 
do what you would have them do.  
We pray for all those who are worried by the 
latest relaxation of covid rules. We pray 
particularly for those whose health or 
personal circumstances give valid cause for 
worry; but we also pray for those who have 
grown used to fear of covid and are finding it 
difficult to be close to others again. 
We pray for ourselves, our community, family 
and friends, and all those known to us to be 
in pain, sorrow, or other difficulties, and ask 
that you be their support. Amen 
 

HYMN H&P 467, StF 153 
Break Thou the Bread of Life, 
Dear Lord, to me, 
As Thou didst break the loaves 
Beside the sea; 

Beyond the sacred page 
I seek Thee, Lord; 
My spirit pants for Thee, 
O Living Word. 
 

Thou art the Bread of Life, 
O Lord, to me, 
Thy holy Word the truth 
That saveth me; 
Give me to eat and live 
With Thee above; 
Teach me to love Thy truth, 
For Thou art Love. 
 

Oh, send Thy Spirit, Lord, 
Now unto me, 
That He may touch my eyes, 
And make me see; 
Show me the truth concealed 
Within Thy Word, 
And in Thy Book revealed 
I see the Lord. 
 

THE GRACE 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of 
God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 
with you now and ever more. Amen 
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