
 

Week St Mary Methodist Church – 

Sunday 18 July 2021   
Next Sunday is Rendezvous 9.30am at the Chapel.  It’s our informal café 

church worship. Subject to any final twists and turns in the regulations, we will 

be offering breakfast refreshments eg pastries, fruit, juice, tea, coffee. We are 

very mindful of remaining careful: all food will be individually portioned and 

wrapped and teas, coffees etc served at the tables. There will also be some 

congregational singing and we will keep seats at the back if you are a bit 

nervous about singing or others singing. And if your preference is to continue wearing a mask that’s of 

course absolutely fine. Please remember churches across the country in your prayers as we all set out on 

the path of returning to normality. 

PRAYER 
The Lord is our shepherd; He provides all that 
we need. 
He provides rest for His people in green 
meadows; He leads them beside peaceful 
streams. 
He helps them to become strong again, 
And guides them along right paths, 
bringing honour to his name. Even in dark 
and scary places, those who trust God don't 
need to be afraid,  
 

Because He is close beside them. 
He protects and comforts them. 
The Lord is our shepherd; he provides all that 
we need. 
You prepare a feast for those who love You In 
the presence of their enemies. 
You welcome them as honoured guests. Your 
blessings pour out over them. 
Surely God's goodness and unfailing love will 
always be with His people, and they will live 
in the house of the Lord forever. Amen.

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

READING FOR TODAY Mark 6:30-34, 53-56 (NIV)
The apostles gathered round Jesus and 
reported to him all they had done and 
taught. 31 Then, because so many people 
were coming and going that they did not 
even have a chance to eat, he said to 
them, ‘Come with me by yourselves to a 
quiet place and get some rest.’ 32 So they 
went away by themselves in a boat to a 
solitary place. 33 But many who saw them 
leaving recognised them and ran on foot 
from all the towns and got there ahead of 
them. 34 When Jesus landed and saw a large 
crowd, he had compassion on them, because 
they were like sheep without a shepherd.  

So he began teaching them many 
things……………… 
53 When they had crossed over, they landed 
at Gennesaret and anchored there. 54 As soon 
as they got out of the boat, people 
recognised Jesus. 55 They ran throughout that 
whole region and carried those who were ill 
on mats to wherever they heard he 
was. 56 And wherever he went – into villages, 
towns or countryside – they placed those 
who were ill in the market-places. They 
begged him to let them touch even the edge 
of his cloak, and all who touched it were 
healed.

REFLECTION 
The gospel reading today is neither a great story or miracle, it simply tells us of the everyday 
popularity of Jesus. It reminds us of just how popular Jesus was and how people crowded in to see 
him and hear him. What was it that made Jesus so popular? Firstly he met people’s needs in a 



 

generous way. Secondly he had interesting things to say and thirdly he had sent out his disciples in 
his name 
He was so busy along with his disciples that we are told that there was not even time to eat and the 
story talks of him trying to find a lonely place – and being thwarted. All this happened without the 
media, no TV, radio or newspapers to spread his popularity. His name was spread purely by word of 
mouth. What was it that made Jesus so popular?  
People want to see: It’s human nature isn’t it? You hear of someone doing incredible things and you 
want to see it. In between these two passage there are just two things; firstly he feeds 5,000 men, 
(and remember this number doesn’t include the women and children) and then secondly he walks 
on water. Now if that were happening in Week St Mary wouldn’t we want to see it? To this we need 
to add Jesus' generosity in all this. He makes no request for payment, there was no entrance fee. 
Something interesting to say: Can I write this really loudly!: "Jesus was not boring". Many films (and 
to some extent the gospel record) do not do Jesus justice. They show a man in a white cloak, almost 
floating in the air, quoting parts of the Old Testament. One film that is an exception to this is Dennis 
Potter's the Son of Man. In that film or play we see Jesus really engaging with the crowd, teaching 
almost by banter. You see people around laughing with him as he leads them up to his point. Then 
bang, the hard teaching, The gospel accounts are formalised and very condensed accounts of what 
he actually said. They have to be, St Mark’s gospel is only 35 pages long, Mark could have filled that 
with just one day’s activities and sayings! John actually says as much.  
Empowering the disciples: Jesus had sent out his disciples immediately before these passages and 
this is the moment they come back together. This must have helped the message to spread. One of 
Jesus’ great strengths is that he taught and prepared others to carry the message on after he had 
gone. We must be prepared to be his agents going out into the world, just as the disciples did 
carrying his message out and drawing people and crowds to him.
 
PRAYERS FOR OTHERS 
We pray for the church in every place. Fill the 
hearts of all Your people with peace, so that 
they may love one another 
So often torn apart by war and tension,We 
pray for world leaders.Give them wisdom so 
that they may work for peace within and 
between nations. 
We pray for communities in this country 
where people regard one another with 
distrust and suspicion. Show them how they 
can work together to build a good life for 
everyone. 
We pray for our own family and friends. 
We think of those whom we find it hard to 
love; we think of those with whom we have 
had a disagreement. Show us how to reach 
out a hand of friendship and peace. Christ 
Himself is our peace 
We pray now for ourselves, give us that 
inward peace that comes from knowing 
Jesus. Show us how to open our hearts to 
others so that they too may know the peace 
that only He can bring. Amen 
 

HYMN H&P 69, StF 479 
The King of love my Shepherd is, 
Whose goodness faileth never: 
I nothing lack if I am His 
And He is mine forever. 

Where streams of living water flow 
My ransomed soul He leadeth, 
And where the verdant pastures grow, 
With food celestial feedeth. 

In death’s dark vale I fear no ill 
With Thee, dear Lord, beside me; 
Thy rod and staff my comfort still, 
Thy cross before to guide me. 

And so through all the length of days 
Thy goodness faileth never; 
Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise 
Within Thy house forever. 

THE GRACE 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of 
God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 
with you now and ever more. Amen 
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