
 

Week St Mary Methodist Church – 

Sunday 11 July 2021   
This Sunday we have a Holy Communion service at 11am led by Rev 

Linda Barriball. We also have another of our worship videos available. 

The theme of the video is the parable of the Good Samaritan. It features 

a modern retelling of the parable in the form of a dramatic sketch, with 

members of Bright Sparks. It also features songs, a message by Sophie 

Doyle, and much more. The video can be found at the Chapel website 

www.weekstmarymethodist.org.uk and facebook page www.facebook.com/ChapelWSM   

PRAYER 
Dear Lord, when we read the Bible we have to 
accept that it is not all homely parables or 
stories with happy endings. Sometimes there 
are incidents that we would rather not read 
about. But we know that you caused them to 

be recorded so that we might learn and 
understand. Father, be with us all as we share 
today’s service sheet together and help us in 
our understanding. Amen 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

READING FOR TODAY Mark 6:14-29 (NIV) 
John the Baptist beheaded 
14 King Herod heard about this, for Jesus’ 
name had become well known. Some were 
saying, ‘John the Baptist has been raised from 
the dead, and that is why miraculous powers 
are at work in him.’ 
15 Others said, ‘He is Elijah.’ 
And still others claimed, ‘He is a prophet, like 
one of the prophets of long ago.’ 
16 But when Herod heard this, he said, ‘John, 
whom I beheaded, has been raised from the 
dead!’ 
17 For Herod himself had given orders to have 
John arrested, and he had him bound and put 
in prison. He did this because of Herodias, his 
brother Philip’s wife, whom he had 
married. 18 For John had been saying to Herod, 
‘It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s 
wife.’ 19 So Herodias nursed a grudge against 
John and wanted to kill him. But she was not 
able to, 20 because Herod feared John and 
protected him, knowing him to be a righteous 
and holy man. When Herod heard John, he 
was greatly puzzled; yet he liked to listen to 
him. 

21 Finally the opportune time came. On his 
birthday Herod gave a banquet for his high 
officials and military commanders and the 
leading men of Galilee. 22 When the daughter 
of Herodias came in and danced, she pleased 
Herod and his dinner guests. 
The king said to the girl, ‘Ask me for anything 
you want, and I’ll give it to you.’ 23 And he 
promised her with an oath, ‘Whatever you ask 
I will give you, up to half my kingdom.’ 
24 She went out and said to her mother, ‘What 
shall I ask for?’ 
‘The head of John the Baptist,’ she answered. 
25 At once the girl hurried in to the king with 
the request: ‘I want you to give me right now 
the head of John the Baptist on a dish.’ 
26 The king was greatly distressed, but because 
of his oaths and his dinner guests, he did not 
want to refuse her. 27 So he immediately sent 
an executioner with orders to bring John’s 
head. The man went, beheaded John in the 
prison, 28 and brought back his head on a dish. 
He presented it to the girl, and she gave it to 
her mother. 29 On hearing of this, John’s 
disciples came and took his body and laid it in 
a tomb. 

 

 



 

REFLECTION 
This is a well-known but particularly gruesome incident from the gospels. It features an immoral 
King Herod, a vindictive wife, and a trollop of a daughter, and ends with a sickening exhibition. At 
first reading you might think there is nothing good to learn from this episode. But look again. 
Firstly, Jesus was becoming widely known, his ministry was well underway; his healings and his 
sending out of the twelve disciples to preach and heal (in the previous verses of this chapter), had 
reached even the ears of King Herod. People were beginning to ask ‘who is this Jesus?’ Some were 
saying he was Elijah – there was a widespread belief in Judaism that the coming of the Messiah 
would be preceded by the reappearance of Elijah. Some were saying that Jesus was an old style 
Prophet – like those in the Old Testament. Others were saying that John the Baptist, whom Herod 
had beheaded, had come back to life again. It was this latter belief that Herod subscribed to, and it 
disturbed him. 
Secondly, John the Baptist had been speaking truth to power. He had told Herod it was wrong of 
him to have married his sister-in-law (and Herod had put him in jail because of this), but John had 
continued talking to Herod. Strangely enough, Herod protected John from the scheming of his wife; 
Herod recognised John as a righteous and holy man, and liked to listen to him, despite the fact that 
John had confronted Herod.   
Thirdly, John’s disciples had remained loyal, even though John had been imprisoned, and after he 
was beheaded, came to take the body and laid it in a tomb. 
So there are some encouraging aspects to this sad sorry story, ones that we can take account of 
today. The ministry of Jesus was becoming known through people talking about him, he wasn’t on 
television or in newspapers – it was people telling others, just like we can do. And John told truth to 
power – like we have to stand up for what we think is right. And we must remain loyal – to Jesus in 
particular, not melt away when others are mocking of our Christian beliefs. 
 
PRAYERS FOR OTHERS 
We pray for all those who suffer for standing 
up for what is right, all those who agitate for 
the benefit of others less fortunate than 
themselves, all those who open their mouths 
to challenge the powerful who are in the 
wrong.  
We pray for Christians everywhere, that they 
may succeed in passing on the message of 
Jesus so effectively that all people will come 
to know the joy and promises of the teaching 
of Jesus.  
We pray for ourselves, our community, family 
and friends, and all those known to us to be in 
pain, sorrow, or other difficulties. We ask that 
you be with them in their time of need. Amen 
 

HYMN H&P 63, StF 455 
All my hope on God is founded; 
he doth still my trust renew, 
me through change and chance he guideth, 
only good and only true. 
God unknown, he alone 
calls my heart to be his own. 
 

Human pride and earthly glory, 
sword and crown betray his trust; 
what with care and toil we fashion, 
tower and temple fall to dust. 
But God's power, hour by hour, 
is my temple and my tower. 
 

Daily doth the almighty Giver 
bounteous gifts on us bestow; 
his desire our soul delighteth, 
pleasure leads us where we go. 
Love doth stand at his hand; 
joy doth wait on his command. 
 

Still from man to God eternal 
sacrifice of praise be done, 
high above all praises praising 
for the gift of Christ, his Son. 
Christ doth call one and all: 
ye who follow shall not fall.  
 

THE GRACE 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of 
God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 
with you now and ever more. Amen 
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