
 

Week St Mary Methodist Church – 

Sunday 27 June 2021   
This Sunday we have a morning service at 11am led by Peter Daniel. We 

also have another of our worship videos available. The theme of the 

video is the cost of discipleship. It features songs, Bright Sparks and 

others talking about trade-offs in actions or decisions, a message by Jack 

Doyle, and much more. The video can be found at the Chapel website 

www.weekstmarymethodist.org.uk and facebook page www.facebook.com/ChapelWSM   

PRAYER 
Father, we come to you in the certain 
knowledge that the door is always open and 
that you will already be coming to meet us. 
We come to you in the midst of our joys and 
sorrows, our health and illnesses, our victories 

and defeats, our good times and bad times. 
We come to you knowing we will be accepted. 
We come to you because you are the Lord. 
Amen 

 

READING FOR TODAY Mark 5:21-24, 35-43 (NIV) 
21 When Jesus had again crossed over by boat 
to the other side of the lake, a large crowd 
gathered round him while he was by the 
lake. 22 Then one of the synagogue leaders, 
named Jairus, came, and when he saw Jesus, 
he fell at his feet. 23 He pleaded earnestly with 
him, ‘My little daughter is dying. Please come 
and put your hands on her so that she will be 
healed and live.’ 24 So Jesus went with him. 
(On the way Jesus was slightly delayed by a 
sick woman who was healed by touching his 
clothes, he said to her ‘your faith has healed 
you’.) 
35 While Jesus was still speaking, some people 
came from the house of Jairus, the synagogue 
leader. ‘Your daughter is dead,’ they said. 
‘Why bother the teacher anymore?’ 
36 Overhearing what they said, Jesus told 
him, ‘Don’t be afraid; just believe.’ 

37 He did not let anyone follow him except 
Peter, James and John the brother of 
James. 38 When they came to the home of the 
synagogue leader, Jesus saw a commotion, 
with people crying and wailing loudly. 39 He 
went in and said to them, ‘Why all this 
commotion and wailing? The child is not dead 
but asleep.’ 40 But they laughed at him. 
After he put them all out, he took the child’s 
father and mother and the disciples who were 
with him, and went in where the child 
was. 41 He took her by the hand and said to 
her, ‘Talitha koum!’ (which means ‘Little girl, I 
say to you, get up!’). 42 Immediately the girl 
stood up and began to walk around (she was 
twelve years old). At this they were 
completely astonished. 43 He gave strict 
orders not to let anyone know about this, and 
told them to give her something to eat. 

 

REFLECTION 
Mark is the shortest and most selective of the gospels but despite this it includes a great many of 
the healing miracles of Jesus; depending on how you count them there are some fifteen of these 
recorded by Mark. They start as soon as Jesus begins his public ministry of preaching and teaching 
in Galilee. A man with an evil spirit came into the synagogue where Jesus was teaching and Jesus 
healed him by casting out the spirit. Very quickly Jesus was healing large numbers and crowds 
flocked to him to be healed and to see what was happening.  
Our passage today includes two more healing episodes, the woman who touched Jesus’s clothes 
and the daughter of Jairus. Nearly all these healing miracles have some features in common. Firstly, 
Jesus never seems to have healed without faith on the part of someone – either the person to be 



 

healed, or close family or friends. In this case the woman in the crowd had faith that simply touching 
the clothes of Jesus would cure her illness, and Jairus approached Jesus with faith that Jesus could 
save his daughter. 
Secondly, Jesus constantly told those he had healed not tell anyone. Inevitably, though, they did. It 
wasn’t really something you keep quiet about, was it, and in case there were plenty of witnesses 
around. So why did Jesus issue those instructions? There are a number of explanations. Jesus did 
not want to be seen just as a miracle worker, a curiosity, he wanted people to listen to his teachings. 
He didn’t want his ministry to peak too soon – he was conscious that his journey to Jerusalem 
needed to be timed just right. But above all he was full of humility, he was a servant King, he didn’t 
want to be looked up to as someone to be worshipped. 
Many of the healing events, as in these cases, also include Jesus dealing with people who are 
physically or ritually impure. Jesus touched lepers to heal them. The woman in the crowd was ritually 
impure because she was bleeding, and touching Jairus’s daughter was also a ritually impure act by 
Jesus because she appeared to be a corpse. All these events really annoyed the religious leaders, 
but Jesus didn’t accept their definition of purity. As far as he was concerned purity was acting with 
compassion towards the poor, the sick, and those that society rejected. We can improve our purity 
by doing the same. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

PRAYERS FOR OTHERS 
 

We pray for the types of people that Jesus 
reached out to and who are still with us today 
– the poor, the outcast, the long-term sick, the 
ones that society has no time for. Bring them 
the hope and faith that Jesus brought and can 
still bring. 
We pray for the many many people who need 
healing from Covid or who need healing 
because the pandemic has delayed other 
treatments or diagnoses. In many places the 
need is almost overwhelming.  
We pray for doctors, nurses and other medical 
staff as they care for the sick, the dying and 
those suffering from mental distress. Give 
them, we pray, the compassion shown by 
Jesus. 
Amen 
 

HYMN H&P 151 
When Jesus the healer passed through 
Galilee, 
Heal us, heal us today! 
the deaf came to hear and the blind came to 
see. 
Heal us, Lord Jesus. 
 
The death of his daughter caused Jairus to 
weep. 
Heal us, heal us today! 
The Lord took her hand, and he raised her 

from sleep. 
Heal us, Lord Jesus. 
 

When blind Bartimaeus cried out to the Lord, 
Heal us, heal us today! 
his faith made him whole and his sight was 
restored. 
Heal us, Lord Jesus. 
 

The lepers were healed and the demons cast 
out. 
Heal us, heal us today! 
A bent woman straightened to laugh and to 
shout. 
Heal us, Lord Jesus. 
 

There is still so much sickness and suffering 
today. 
Heal us, heal us today! 
We gather together for healing, and pray: 
Heal us, Lord Jesus. 
 

THE GRACE 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of 
God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 
with you now and ever more. Amen 
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