
 

Week St Mary Methodist Church – 

Sunday 13 June 2021   
This Sunday we have a morning service at 11am led by Jean Heywood. 

We also have another of our worship videos available. The theme is 

seeds and growth based on two of the parables of Jesus; the same as 

our theme below. The video features songs, Bright Sparks in a silent 

movie about Leek Seed Chapel, and a message by Sophie, and much 

more. The video can be found at the Chapel website www.weekstmarymethodist.org.uk and 

facebook page www.facebook.com/ChapelWSM   

PRAYER 
Dear Lord, your Son Jesus taught through 
stories, and today we will read about seeds 
growing which represent faith and spiritual 
knowledge. Help these seeds to grow within 
us, Lord, so that from small beginnings our 

faith and understanding of your message can 
become a major part of our lives. If we can just 
allow the seed to sprout we know, Father, you 
will do the rest. We ask this through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. Amen 

 

READING FOR TODAY Mark 4:26-34 (NIV) 
The parable of the growing seed 
26 He also said, ‘This is what the kingdom of 
God is like. A man scatters seed on the 
ground. 27 Night and day, whether he sleeps or 
gets up, the seed sprouts and grows, though 
he does not know how. 28 All by itself the soil 
produces corn – first the stalk, then the ear, 
then the full grain in the ear. 29 As soon as the 
corn is ripe, he puts the sickle to it, because 
the harvest has come.’ 
The parable of the mustard seed 
30 Again he said, ‘What shall we say the 
kingdom of God is like, or what parable shall 

we use to describe it? 31 It is like a mustard 
seed, which is the smallest of all seeds on 
earth. 32 Yet when planted, it grows and 
becomes the largest of all garden plants, with 
such big branches that the birds can perch in 
its shade.’ 
33 With many similar parables Jesus spoke the 
word to them, as much as they could 
understand. 34 He did not say anything to 
them without using a parable. But when he 
was alone with his own disciples, he explained 
everything. 

 

REFLECTION 
Mark’s gospel is shorter than the others and moves along at a cracking pace. When Mark wrote it 
he intended it to provoke reactions and inspire faith and belief in Jesus. It is not a biography of Jesus 
in the modern sense; it is an account of the ministry of Jesus and concentrates on his actions. Mark 
includes facts and episodes where he thinks they will help the correct response and he is quite 
selective in what he included. But he did include these two short parables of Jesus so Mark obviously 
thought they made an important point.  
Jesus often taught in parables which are simple stories which illustrate a spiritual meaning. In verses 
33 and 34 above Mark actually says that Jesus used parables all the time and that there were many 
other parables. In fact, Mark includes rather fewer parables than Luke or Matthew and the parable 
of the growing seed in verses 26-29 is the only parable that occurs only in Mark.  
Jesus has been talking about the Kingdom of God, about sowing the seeds of the Kingdom, about 
the visibility of the Kingdom, and about why he taught in parables and what they mean. The disciples 
and others have been asking him to explain more, so he told these two short parables. 



 

In the first Jesus is saying that the seeds of spiritual growth have been scattered, that is what Jesus 
was doing through his teaching and ministry. The seeds will sprout and grow of their own accord, 
the disciples and his listeners do not need to tend them or worry about how they grow, they just 
need to let it happen. And that applies to us in the here and now – we just need to let God’s Kingdom 
grow in our hearts and minds.  
In the second parable Jesus draws attention to the tiny mustard seed which ultimately can grow 
into a mighty tree; it was one of the biggest trees in the Near East and his listeners would have been 
familiar with it. What Jesus was saying was that the kingdom of God will grow from insignificant 
beginnings to be a great triumph. The earthly ministry of Jesus will grow from the preaching of a 
carpenter’s son in an obscure and remote part of the Roman Empire into a mighty world-wide 
church of Christian believers, and is still growing. 
Mark included these parables because he wanted to demonstrate the teaching of Jesus about 
spiritual growth, about tiny origins growing slowly and inevitably into full faith and belief. All we 
have to do is allow it to sprout. 
And no, we haven’t accidentally jumped forward to Harvest in our hymn below – although that is 
when we usually sing it. It’s included because of the phrase ‘silent growth while we are sleeping’; 
think of that – God’s Kingdom is growing whether we do anything about it or not. 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
PRAYERS FOR OTHERS 
 

We pray for health services and their staff as 
they try to cope with the backlog of other 
diseases and illnesses as a result of the covid 
pandemic. We pray for all those who have 
experienced delays in diagnosis and 
treatment including people with cancers and 
other long term conditions. We recognise this 
in our own country but we know that it is and 
will be a problem everywhere and millions will 
be affected. 
We pray for all those suffering from mental 
health problems and stress as a result of the 
pandemic, people struggling to pick up their 
normal life and relationships again, students 
whose education and examinations have so 
disrupted, those unable to cope with 
economic fallout from control measures, and 
those who are really worried about meeting 
people again. 
We pray for our families, our communities and 
our friends. We know that amongst them 
there are those that are suffering from illness, 
grief and other difficulties. We ask that you be 
alongside them and bring them comfort and 
help in their time of need. 
Amen 
 
 

HYMN H&P 342, StF 124 
For the fruit of all creation, 
thanks be to God. 
for the gifts to every nation, 
thanks be to God. 
For the ploughing, sowing, reaping, 
silent growth while we are sleeping, 
future needs in earth’s safekeeping, 
thanks be to God. 
 

In the just reward of labour, 
God’s will is done. 
In the help we give our neighbour, 
God’s will is done. 
In our world-wide task of caring 
for the hungry and despairing, 
in the harvests we are sharing, 
God’s will is done. 
 

For the harvests of the Spirit, 
thanks be to God. 
For the good we all inherit, 
thanks be to God. 
For the wonders that astound us, 
for the truths that still confound us, 
most of all, that love has found us, 
thanks be to God. 
 

THE GRACE 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of 
God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 
with you now and ever more. Amen 
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