
 

Week St Mary Methodist Church – 

Sunday 6 June 2021   
This Sunday we have an evening cafe style service at 6.30pm. We can’t 

yet serve teas or biscuits but if you want to bring your own that would 

be fine. The speaker will be Jeremy Ward talking about ‘A tale of two 

Cornwalls’.  

June is Bible Month when many services are based around a particular 

book of the Bible. You might remember that last year it was the book of Ruth and the service 

sheets all followed the story of Ruth. This year the theme is the whole gospel of Mark; but it is 

very difficult to deal with three chapters in the service sheet format so we have decided to stick 

to the normal pattern of short Bible readings. However, as it happens, this week’s reading is 

from Mark’s gospel anyway!  

PRAYER 
Dear Lord, we thank you for the Bible which 
continues to inspire each new generation. We 
thank you for those, like Mark, who recorded 
the actions and teachings of Jesus and the 
Apostles. We thank you for the Old Testament 
scriptures recording the people of Israel and 

their attempts to be your chosen examples to 
the world. We thank you for the many 
translators, scribes and commentators who 
have made the Bible accessible to all and 
relevant to the world today. We thank you for 
your Bible and teachings. Amen 

 

READING FOR TODAY Mark 3:20-35 (NIV) 
Jesus accused by his family and by teachers 
of the law 
20 Then Jesus entered a house, and again a 
crowd gathered, so that he and his disciples 
were not even able to eat. 21 When his 
family heard about this, they went to take 
charge of him, for they said, ‘He is out of his 
mind.’ 
22 And the teachers of the law who came down 
from Jerusalem said, ‘He is possessed by 
Beelzebul! By the prince of demons he is 
driving out demons.’ 
23 So Jesus called them over to him and began 
to speak to them in parables: ‘How can Satan 
drive out Satan? 24 If a kingdom is divided 
against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 25 If 
a house is divided against itself, that house 
cannot stand. 26 And if Satan opposes himself 
and is divided, he cannot stand; his end has 
come. 27 In fact, no one can enter a strong 

man’s house without first tying him up. Then 
he can plunder the strong man’s 
house. 28 Truly I tell you, people can be 
forgiven all their sins and every slander they 
utter, 29 but whoever blasphemes against the 
Holy Spirit will never be forgiven; they are 
guilty of an eternal sin.’ 
30 He said this because they were saying, ‘He 
has an impure spirit.’ 
31 Then Jesus’ mother and brothers arrived. 
Standing outside, they sent someone in to call 
him. 32 A crowd was sitting round him, and 
they told him, ‘Your mother and brothers are 
outside looking for you.’ 
33 ‘Who are my mother and my brothers?’ he 
asked. 
34 Then he looked at those seated in a circle 
round him and said, ‘Here are my mother and 
my brothers! 35 Whoever does God’s will is my 
brother and sister and mother.’ 

 

REFLECTION 
Mark is the shortest gospel account of Jesus and it rattles along at a good pace. Mark doesn’t beat 
about the bush with long introductions – the opening words introduce Jesus as the Messiah, the 



 

deliverer, and as the Son of God. Within a few verses Jesus has started his ministry of healing and 
teaching in Galilee, and has is assembling his group of disciples. Crowds have started to follow him 
either to witness his healing miracles or to be healed themselves. And he is curing people’s minds 
by casting out their inner demons. By chapter 3, where our Bible reading comes from, he has 
attracted a following, he is becoming widely known, and he has already annoyed the established 
religious leaders by what he says and does, and by doing it on the Sabbath.  
The religious leaders, including some who had come down from Jerusalem, were aghast at all these 
actions against their authority and began to say that Jesus was possessed by Beelzebul, that is the 
prince of demons, and that through the prince of demons he was driving out demons. Jesus 
responds by pointing out a massive flaw in their logic ‘How can Satan drive out Satan?’ and ‘If Satan 
opposes himself and is divided, he cannot stand’. That shut them up for the time being but you can 
see why the opposition of religious leaders gradually built up to the climax in Jerusalem when they 
plotted for his arrest and death. 
What Jesus was teaching about the Kingdom of God wasn’t what people expected and even his own 
family thought he had gone a bit mad and came to look for him. But Jesus again did what they hadn’t 
expected, he demonstrated that he had a higher authority to answer to. He said that anyone who 
does God’s will is closer to him than any of his earthly blood relatives. He wasn’t saying that he 
didn’t love or care for his family but that he was here on earth to make the whole world his ‘family 
of Christ’. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

PRAYERS FOR OTHERS 
 

We pray for all those across the world still 
suffering from the covid pandemic, we think 
especially of people in those countries that 
have less developed healthcare systems and 
where vaccination is a distant prospect. We 
pray for people who are ill, families and 
healthcare workers looking after them, and 
the many people who have lost loved ones 
during this time. 
We pray for the continuing success of the 
vaccination programme, for new vaccines 
being approved and developed, for the 
increased production of vaccines, but above 
all, Lord, we pray for an equitable sharing of 
vaccines so that those who suffer from 
unequal sharing of other resources do not also 
suffer from unequal sharing of vaccines. 
Amen 
 

HYMN H&P 515, StF 690 
The church's one Foundation 
is Jesus Christ her Lord; 
she is his new creation, 
by water and the Word; 
from heav'n He came and sought her 
to be his holy bride; 
with his own blood he bought her, 
and for her life he died. 

 

Elect from every nation, 
yet one o'er all the earth, 
her charter of salvation, 
one Lord, one faith, one birth; 
one holy Name she blesses, 
partakes one holy food, 
and to one hope she presses, 
with every grace endued. 
 

Mid toil and tribulation, 
and tumult of her war, 
she waits the consummation 
of peace for evermore; 
till with the vision glorious 
her longing eyes are blest, 
and the great church victorious 
shall be the church at rest. 
 

Yet she on earth hath union 
with God the Three in One, 
and mystic sweet communion 
with those whose rest is won. 
O happy ones and holy! 
Lord, give us grace that we, 
like them, the meek and lowly, 
on high may dwell with Thee. 
 
THE GRACE 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of 
God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 
with you now and ever more. Amen 
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