
 

Week St Mary Methodist Church – 

Sunday 23 May 2021   
This Sunday we have a morning service at 11am. We also have another 

of our worship videos available. The theme is transformations, based on 

the changes that happened when the Holy Spirit came at Pentecost. The 

video features songs, Bright Sparks in a sketch, a piece about John 

Wesley, and a message by Sophie, and much more. The video can be 

found at the Chapel website www.weekstmarymethodist.org.uk. Please  note: we are having a 

Church Meeting in the Schoolroom at 7.30pm on Tues 25 May. Sophie will be chairing the 

meeting. Everyone is welcome. 

 

PRAYER 
Father, we thank you for the shared 
experience of reading these service sheets 
and the knowledge that we are in fellowship 
with others. We thank for your scriptures and 
their continued relevance today. We thank 
you for the early disciples and their 

empowerment at Pentecost. We ask that we 
may be similarly inspired and empowered by 
the Holy Spirit to go out and bring the gospel 
message to others. We ask this through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. Amen 

 

READING FOR TODAY Acts 2:1-15 (NIV) 
The Holy Spirit comes at Pentecost 
When the day of Pentecost came, they were 
all together in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound 
like the blowing of a violent wind came from 
heaven and filled the whole house where they 
were sitting. 3 They saw what seemed to be 
tongues of fire that separated and came to 
rest on each of them. 4 All of them were filled 
with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in 
other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. 
5 Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-
fearing Jews from every nation under 
heaven. 6 When they heard this sound, a 
crowd came together in bewilderment, 
because each one heard their own language 
being spoken. 7 Utterly amazed, they asked: 
‘Aren’t all these who are speaking 
Galileans? 8 Then how is it that each of us 
hears them in our native 

language? 9 Parthians, Medes and Elamites; 
residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and 
Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near 
Cyrene; visitors from Rome 11 (both Jews and 
converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs – we 
hear them declaring the wonders of God in 
our own tongues!’ 12 Amazed and perplexed, 
they asked one another, ‘What does this 
mean?’ 
13 Some, however, made fun of them and said, 
‘They have had too much wine.’ 
Peter addresses the crowd 
14 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised 
his voice and addressed the crowd: ‘Fellow 
Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let 
me explain this to you; listen carefully to what 
I say. 15 These people are not drunk, as you 
suppose. It’s only nine in the morning!   

 

REFLECTION 
Peter goes on to quote the Old Testament book of Joel and Joel’s predictions about the coming of 
the Spirit. Peter is saying that, strange as the events seemed, it was all predicted in the scriptures. 
And, no, he and his fellow disciples were not drunk – they had just been given extraordinary powers 
to communicate with others in their own languages.  
This event, when the Holy Spirit came to the disciples, is known by the name of Pentecost (although 
the origins of the word go back to a Jewish festival), and the powers given to the disciples had been 
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promised by Jesus. Jesus had left the disciples with instructions to take the gospel message of Jesus 
to all nations and to make them all disciples of Jesus. The disciples must have been worried just how 
they were going to do this, but Jesus had also said to them a power from above will come and that 
they must wait for this. But still the disciples must have wondered how they were going to 
communicate with ‘all nations’ and deal with the language barrier.  
Peter then gives a powerful speech to the crowd, describing the life of Jesus and what it meant. 
Peter was full of confidence, full of conviction, so much so that 3000 people became Christians and 
were baptised that day. And this was the same Peter who a few weeks previously didn’t own up to 
knowing Jesus and denied him three times. What a transformation! 
By this stage the disciples (that is the close followers of Jesus who he was teaching) had been 
transformed into the Apostles. The word Apostle means one who is sent out, and that is certainly 
what they were – Peter, for instance, ended up in Rome, Thomas reputedly went to India. 
The Holy Spirit coming at Pentecost gave the disciples the power and the ability to perform the 
mission given them by Jesus, and to do this they had to go out to engage with people where they 
were, and to talk to them in language that they understood.  
This Sunday is also Aldersgate Sunday when we commemorate the transformation experienced by 
John Wesley at a meeting in Aldersgate in 1738. Wesley had a profound conversion event which 
changed his life for ever and turned him into an itinerant preacher who spent the next 53 years 
travelling the length and breadth of the country. He also recognised, that like the early disciples, he 
needed to go to where people were, and to speak to them in ways they could understand. He had 
previously looked down on the idea of preaching to crowds outside, but he changed and ended up 
speaking, like Peter did at Pentecost, to vast crowds. We need, perhaps, to reflect on the best ways 
of following in the footsteps of Peter and Wesley today. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

PRAYERS FOR OTHERS 
 

We pray for those suffering from poor mental 
health, either from the pandemic or for other 
reasons. Help all those involved in improving 
mental health, and in encouraging steps to 
better wellbeing, particularly through 
friendships and contact with others. 
 

We pray for those involved in recurring 
conflicts around the world, innocent people 
caught up in events whose origins are long 
before they were born, those who have no 
chance of escape from violence and hardship. 
 

Lord, we pray personally and silently for those 
we know in our community or our family who 
are suffering from illness, grief, despair or 
other difficulties. We ask, Father, that you be 
with them in their time of need and bring 
them help and comfort. Amen 
 

HYMN H&P 326, StF 398 
There's a spirit in the air, 
telling Christians everywhere: 
'Praise the love that Christ revealed, 
living, working, in our world!' 
 

Lose your shyness, find your tongue, 
tell the world what God has done: 
God in Christ has come to stay. 
Live tomorrow's life today! 
 

When believers break the bread, 
when a hungry child is fed, 
praise the love that Christ revealed, 
living, working, in our world. 
 

Still the Spirit gives us light, 
seeing wrong and setting right: 
God in Christ has come to stay. 
Live tomorrow's life today! 
 

When a stranger's not alone, 
where the homeless find a home, 
praise the love that Christ revealed, 
living, working, in our world. 
 

May the Spirit fill our praise, 
guide our thoughts and change our ways 
God in Christ has come to stay. 
Live tomorrow's life today! 
 

THE GRACE 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of 
God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 
with you now and ever more. Amen 
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