
 

Week St Mary Methodist Church – 

Sunday 16 May 2021   
This Sunday, at 9.30am, we have the return of our Rendezvous cafe style 

service. It will be in the Chapel courtyard with tents as we can then have 

refreshments. Sophie is leading and it links to Mental Health Awareness 

Week. There are activities for the youngsters and they will be creating a 

Pentecost rap dance. A lot of fun guaranteed if you can make it. 

PRAYER 
Heavenly Father, we thank you for all you’ve 
done in our lives, we thank you because you 
counted us worthy to be part of your 
kingdom and to know you the only true God. 
Accept our thanks in Jesus name. Lord God, 
as I and other recipients of this sheet worship 

you, fill us with your joy, make us refreshed. 
Bind us with your chord of unity and let 
everyone see your glory in us. Thank you for 
being our God forever. “Today is the day you 
the lord has made, we will rejoice and be 
glad in it.” Amen 

 

READING FOR TODAY Luke 4: 14-21 (NIV)
‘Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the 
Spirit, and news about him spread through 
the whole countryside. He was teaching in 
their synagogues, and everyone praised 
him. He went to Nazareth, where he had 
been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he 
went into the synagogue, as was his custom. 
He stood up to read,  and the scroll of the 
prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling 
it, he found the place where it is written: 
‘The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 
because he has anointed me 

to proclaim good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the 
prisoners 
and recovery of sight for the blind, 
to set the oppressed free, 
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.’ 
 

Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to 
the attendant and sat down. The eyes of 
everyone in the synagogue were fastened on 
him. 21 He began by saying to them, ‘Today 
this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.’ 

 
REFLECTION 
It’s topical just having had elections to think about manifestos. At every election the main parties 
parade their manifestos to much fanfare. Political manifestos are a curious blend of what views 
are held in principle, what will please the public, capture the imagination, and what can actually 
be done. This passage from Luke is sometimes referred to as Jesus’ manifesto.  Jesus’ manifesto is 
very different. 
Just as political manifestos have a context, so does that of Jesus. It comes immediately after the 
temptations, in which Jesus rejects the temptation to feed the appetite of the crowd, to create a 
sensation or to compromise on standards and principles. 
Manifestos are usually written by those not yet in power but the manifesto of Jesus is different in 
that it is presented by the one with authority to deliver. We hear elsewhere in the Gospels that his 
teaching is unlike any other. He does not depend on the teaching of other rabbis, or learned 
sources. This is why people hang upon his words. He speaks with authority; when Jesus speaks 
these words, he is not simply quoting from the Old Testament; he claims them for himself.  
 



 

What about the content? Jesus does not just say what people want to hear, or appeal to vested 
interests, or go for the sensational to make a splash. In fact, although this part of the sermon is 
greeted with approval, later the crowd is ready to run him out of town.  
This is Jesus’ manifesto of what happens when the kingdom of God is present:  
the poor are preached to and hear the good news; prisoners are freed; the blind receive their sight; 
the oppressed are released from what holds them down; and the year of the Lord’s favour is 
ushered in. This means that we can look at all areas of life and see God at work, through social 
action, preaching the gospel, prison and hospital visiting, praying and healing ministry and 
education, for example.  
Unlike a person from a political party knocking on a door, we can be confident that our leader can 
deliver. We have someone as head who is untainted by sleaze, not dragged down by failure, or 
inexperienced. We, the church, can sometimes cloud the message by our own doubt, indecision, 
or wrong behaviour; but Christ himself remains untarnished, with his message, his offer of new life 
is still valid. As disciples of Jesus, we have a manifesto for our discipleship. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

PRAYERS FOR OTHERS 
God of the past and of the future, we bring to 
you in prayer those people and places on our 
hearts today:We remember the parts of the 
world where people are being killed, 
oppressed and displaced. 
We pray especially for the people of 
Palestine and Israel. May those in power 
leave behind violence and follow your call to 
peace. 
We pray for all young people caught up in 
and trapped by gang violence. For those who 
have been stabbed or shot and for their 
families, For those who live in fear of being 
attacked. For those who have been 
imprisoned, who have committed murder – 
and for their families, for all those who carry 
weapons. Help them to leave behind despair 
and to follow your call to hope. 
We pray for one another, for our church 
families, our communities, and our loved 
ones, for those who feel overwhelmed by the 
challenges of each day, for those adapting to 
new ways of living, for those who are ill,  
for those close to death, for those who are 
grieving. 
Help us all to leave behind all that separates 
us from you and from one another and to 
follow your call to trust and to love –  
in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 

 
 
 

HYMN H&P 402, StF 696 
For the healing of the nations, 
Lord, we pray with one accord, 
for a just and equal sharing 
of the things that earth affords. 
To a life of love in action 
help us rise and pledge our word. 
 
Lead us forward into freedom, 
from despair your world release, 
that, redeemed from war and hatred, 
all may come and go in peace. 
Show us how through care and goodness 
fear will die and hope increase. 
 
All that kills abundant living, 
let it from the earth be banned: 
pride of status, race or schooling, 
dogmas that obscure your plan. 
In our common quest for justice 
may we hallow life's brief span. 
 
You, Creator God, have written 
your great name on humankind; 
for our growing in your likeness 
bring the life of Christ to mind; 
that by our response and service 
earth its destiny may find. 
 
THE BLESSING 
Lord, help us to serve You, And to trust in the 
truth of Your teaching. The Blessing of God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, Be upon you and 
remain with you always. Amen. 
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