
 

Week St Mary Methodist Church – 

Sunday 9 May 2021   
This Sunday we have a morning service at 11am. Next week, at 9.30am, 

we have the return of our Rendezvous cafe style service. We are 

planning for the first part to be outside with bacon rolls, teas and 

coffees. The weather forecast is good! We have chosen the earlier time 

to make it easier for families and we hope to have some Bright Sparks 

and children taking part.  

We also have another of our worship videos available this Sunday. The theme is that we are all 

equal in the eyes of God. It features songs, Bright Sparks describing some famous people who 

have fought for equality, a message by Sophie, and much more. The video can be found at the 

Chapel website www.weekstmarymethodist.org.uk and facebook page 

www.facebook.com/ChapelWSM   

PRAYER 
Father, forgive us every failure to love our 
neighbour as ourselves; forgive every 
thoughtless word, every selfish thought and 
every unkind deed; forgive all our refusals to 
be open to your Spirit and to allow that Spirit 

to make our lives new. Father, open our eyes, 
our ears, our minds, and our hearts, and by 
your grace make us into the people you 
intended us to be. We ask this through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. Amen 

 

READING FOR TODAY John 15:9-17 (NIV) 
9 ‘As the Father has loved me, so have I loved 
you. Now remain in my love. 10 If you keep my 
commands, you will remain in my love, just as 
I have kept my Father’s commands and 
remain in his love. 11 I have told you this so 
that my joy may be in you and that your joy 
may be complete. 12 My command is this: love 
each other as I have loved you. 13 Greater love 
has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for 
one’s friends. 14 You are my friends if you do 

what I command. 15 I no longer call you 
servants, because a servant does not know his 
master’s business. Instead, I have called you 
friends, for everything that I learned from my 
Father I have made known to you. 16 You did 
not choose me, but I chose you and appointed 
you so that you might go and bear fruit – fruit 
that will last – and so that whatever you ask in 
my name the Father will give you. 17 This is my 
command: love each other. 

 

REFLECTION 
The above reading from John’s gospel follows on directly from last week’s reading when Jesus said 
‘I am the true vine’. This is one of the great ‘I am’ statements by Jesus and there are seven of them 
in John’s gospel. Some of them are simple images, like ‘I am the gate’, some of them are more 
spiritual, like ‘I am the way, the truth, and the life’. In this case, when Jesus said ‘I am the true vine’, 
he was talking to his disciples, and making the point that they had to remain connected to Jesus and 
without that connection they could achieve nothing. 
In this week’s reading he develops the same themes further, especially the close relationship 
between Jesus and his disciples. He draws a parallel between the Father’s love for Jesus and Jesus’s 
love for his disciples. He also says to his disciples that if they keep his commands it will be like Jesus 
obeying his Father’s commands. And he emphasises the need to remain in his love – in fact he says 
it three times in two verses. If you do this, Jesus says to his disciples, then my joy will be in you and 
this will be the basis for the disciples’ joy. 



 

The rest of this passage focuses on love – particularly love for each other. Jesus starts with the 
mutual love between himself and his disciples and then, in anticipation of his coming death on the 
cross, talks about someone laying down his life for his friends – a particularly moving and significant 
phrase.  
Then there is a deliberate and significant change in language from servants to friends. The difference 
is this – servants are expected to obey, friends are taken into confidence and the reasoning is 
explained to them. Jesus is really saying ‘I have explained this as well as I can to you’. Actually their 
full understanding came later, when they received the Holy Spirit at Pentecost – but that’s another 
story. 
However, Jesus didn’t want the disciples to think that they were just randomly favoured. He 
reminded them that Jesus had chosen them, not the other way around, and that it was for a reason. 
The reason was that he wanted them to bear fruit, to go out and tell the whole world about Jesus, 
to make disciples of all people, to bring to them the lasting word of God. And that has been passed 
on to us – that is what we are called to do. 
This passage is part of the final discourse of Jesus to his disciples, after the last supper, and he goes 
on to say quite a bit more. These are, in effect, his final instructions to his disciples before his arrest 
and crucifixion. But he finishes this bit by reminding them again to love one another – a simple 
command, but one we would all do well to heed. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

PRAYERS FOR OTHERS 
We pray for the people of India, struggling 
with an overwhelming resurgence of the covid 
pandemic. We pray that you will be with them 
in their time of need and that other countries 
make every effort to share equipment and 
resources with them. 
 

We pray for other countries suffering from 
widespread covid, but also for countries 
where their priorities and difficulties are still 
the need for peace, for enough food and clean 
water, for relief of poverty, for adequate 
education. 
 

We pray for those in our own country who 
suffer from long-term health effects of covid, 
those who face an uncertain future because of 
their changed economic circumstances, those 
whose enforced isolation has given rise to 
mental health problems.  
 

Lord, we pray personally and silently for those 
we know in our community or our family who 
are suffering from illness, grief, despair or 
other difficulties. We ask, Father, that you be 
with them in their time of need and bring 
them help and comfort. Amen 
 

HYMN H&P 267, StF 503 
Love divine, all loves excelling, 
Joy of heaven to earth come down; 

Fix in us thy humble dwelling; 
All thy faithful mercies crown! 
Jesus, Thou art all compassion, 
Pure unbounded love Thou art; 
Visit us with Thy salvation; 
Enter every trembling heart. 

Come, Almighty to deliver, 
Let us all Thy life receive; 
Suddenly return and never, 
Never more Thy temples leave. 
Thee we would be always blessing, 
Serve Thee as Thy hosts above, 
Pray and praise Thee without ceasing, 
Glory in Thy perfect love. 

Finish, then, Thy new creation; 
Pure and spotless let us be. 
Let us see Thy great salvation 
Perfectly restored in Thee; 
Changed from glory into glory, 
Till in heaven we take our place, 
Till we cast our crowns before Thee, 
Lost in wonder, love, and praise. 
 
THE BLESSING 
Jesus said love one another as I have loved 
you. Let us go and do just that.  
And the blessing of God, the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit, be among us and remain 
with us always. Amen 
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