
 

Week St Mary Methodist Church – 

Sunday 2 May 2021   
This Sunday we have an evening service at 6.30pm. It’s being led by 

Sophie Doyle on the theme “Songs and stories”. A small number of 

guests have been asked to sing songs that are important to them and 

explain why that is. It’s safe, it’s distanced and as close to a singing 

experience as we can get at present. It’s café church without the coffee 

(we should be able to offer refreshments at the next café church), so if you would like a drink, 

please bring your own in a flask this time. 

PRAYER 
We can understand the greatness of Your love 
most clearly when we look at Jesus. 
You sent Him to live among us, 
and to die for us, so that we might be forgiven 
for the wrong things that we have done.  

Because You love us so much, we do not need 
to fear for the future. We can be confident 
that whatever happens, You will never stop 
loving us and You will keep us safe. Lord God, 
we praise You. Amen 

 
READING FOR TODAY John 15:1-8 (NIV) 
I am the true vine 
‘I am the true vine, and my Father is the 
gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in me that 
bears no fruit, while every branch that does 
bear fruit he prunes[a] so that it will be even 
more fruitful. 3 You are already clean because 
of the word I have spoken to you.4 Remain in 
me, as I also remain in you. No branch can 
bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. 
Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain 
in me. 5 ‘I am the  

vine; you are the branches. If you remain in 
me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart 
from me you can do nothing.6 If you do not 
remain in me, you are like a branch that is 
thrown away and withers; such branches are 
picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. 7 If 
you remain in me and my words remain in 
you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be 
done for you. 8 This is to my Father’s glory, 
that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves 
to be my disciples. 
 

 

REFLECTION 
What happens to a branch of a tree or a vine if you disconnect it from the main trunk? It withers 
and dies. It has to be joined. 
Jesus says you and I are the same and have to be connected to the main trunk, which is our great, 
powerful God. In a sense, Jesus is the connector. He is the one that makes it possible for us to stay 
connected to God. 
So, do you feel that power, are you connected? Or is it time for you to get connected to God? You 
don’t have to do any thing really difficult, just accept Jesus as your guide and leader. 
When you are connected, then you will grow, just like the vine grows when it is connected to the 
branch, and my goodness me do they grow! They can grow so quickly that you can almost see them 
doing it. However, sometimes they grow in the wrong direction. If a vine is doing that, what do you 
think you should do? As gardeners know, cut it back. Then it grows in the right direction and that 
also helps it produce lots of grapes. The same thing is true of fruit trees such as apples, plums and 
pears. They need to be cut back to grow healthy fruit. 
God does the same with us. We can come to him and connect to him, just as we are. We do not 
have to change to come to God, but then, he gently starts to shape us. There might be things we do 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+15%3A1-8&version=NIVUK&interface=print#fen-NIVUK-26702a


 

that aren’t good for us; or things that are taking us in the wrong way; or simply things that aren’t 
right for us and he helps us to prune them away, so that we can grow in the areas that please him. 
God shapes our lives so that they will be beautiful for him. Being connected to God also makes our 
lives better.  God does not want to make us all miserable. When you talk to some people, you would 
think that’s what Christianity is all about; have a dull miserable life now, so that you can go to 
heaven. Those ideas are rubbish. God wants us live and enjoy life in all its fullness. For us, eternal 
life starts right here. Even meeting God here through this sheet or in church should be fun. It should 
be positive and enjoyable. Why would meeting a God who loves us and wants the best for us, be 
anything else? We should end our time with God with smiles on our faces. 
As it says in Galatians God wants us to have the fruits of his Spirit, “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, 
joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such 
things there is no law.” Galatians 5:22-23 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

PRAYERS FOR OURSELVES & OTHERS 
Jesus Christ, the true vine, in our need we 
come to You, in weakness, needing Your 
strength for we too easily become dry and 
lifeless without Your life-giving spirit.  
Jesus Christ, the true vine, teach us to remain 
in You and so to find Your life flowing in us  
giving strength and vigour to our 
discipleship.  
And as we come closer to You our lives are 
drawn closer to others. Our minds turn to 
images of violence we have seen on the 
news in places of fear and terror, to where 
people are at loggerheads, over race, 
religion, land, power. 
Our thoughts turn to Christians living with 
persecution who face danger, simply for 
being linked to You.  
Our thoughts turn to people in leadership 
and power – who have decisions to make 
over the economy and people whose jobs 
and livelihood will be affected.  
We pray for our nation, and its leaders.  
In our hearts are people in need in our 
church and community. Wherever hearts are 
breaking, bodies are failing, minds are 
confused, families are ruptured: Lord, come 
with Your help and healing. Amen  
 

HYMN H&P 770 
 
Go forth and tell! O church of God, awake! 
God's saving news to all the nations take; 
proclaim Christ Jesus, saviour, Lord, and king, 
that all the world his worthy praise may sing. 

Go forth and tell! God's love embraces all; 
he will in grace respond to all who call: 
how shall they call if they have never heard 
the gracious invitation of his word? 
 
Go forth and tell where still the darkness lies; 
in wealth or want, the sinner surely dies: 
give us, O Lord, concern of heart and mind, 
a love like yours which cares for all mankind. 
 
Go forth and tell! The doors are open wide: 
share God's good gifts let no one be denied; 
live out your life as Christ your Lord shall 
choose, 
your ransomed powers for his sole glory use. 
 
Go forth and tell! O church of God, arise! 
go in the strength which Christ your Lord 
supplies; 
go till all nations his great name adore 
and serve him, Lord and king for evermore 
James Seddon (1915 - 1983) 
 
 

A BLESSING 
As Jesus prayed for His disciples, he said: 
‘Make them ready for your service through 
your truth. Your teaching is truth.’ 
Lord, as we go from this time of worship and 
reflection, 
Help us to serve You, 
And to trust in the truth of Your teaching. 
The Blessing of God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
Be upon us and remain with us always. 
Amen. 
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