
 

Week St Mary Methodist Church – 

Sunday 25 April 2021   
This Sunday we have a morning service at 11am and next week we have 

an informal evening service at 6.30pm led by Sophie Doyle. We also 

have another of our worship videos available this Sunday. The theme is 

the Bread of Life and features songs, a ‘Desert Island’ activity by 

members of Bright Sparks, a sketch, a message by Sophie, and much 

more. The video can be found at the Chapel website www.weekstmarymethodist.org.uk and 

facebook page www.facebook.com/ChapelWSM   

PRAYER 
Lord, we are grateful that we can continue to 
find new ways of being in fellowship with 
other Christians. We thank you for the many 
ways we can share our faith - through printed 

word, through meeting together, through 
videos and recordings, and, above all, through 
service to others. Amen 

 

READING FOR TODAY John 10:11-18 (NIV) 
The Good Shepherd 
11 ‘I am the good shepherd. The good 
shepherd lays down his life for the 
sheep. 12 The hired hand is not the shepherd 
and does not own the sheep. So when he sees 
the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and 
runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and 
scatters it. 13 The man runs away because he is 
a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. 
14 ‘I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep 
and my sheep know me – 15 just as the Father 
knows me and I know the Father – and I lay 

down my life for the sheep. 16 I have other 
sheep that are not of this sheepfold. I must 
bring them also. They too will listen to my 
voice, and there shall be one flock and one 
shepherd. 17 The reason my Father loves me is 
that I lay down my life – only to take it up 
again. 18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it 
down of my own accord. I have authority to 
lay it down and authority to take it up again. 
This command I received from my Father.’ 
 

 

REFLECTION 
In biblical times sheep were ubiquitous in what had been Israel and sheep and shepherds occur 
throughout both the Old and New Testaments. In recent weeks, as we go through the lambing 
season, they have been ubiquitous in Week St Mary as well. I had more or less assumed that Biblical 
shepherds were not that different from their modern day counterparts, after all the animals are the 
same. But it seems there are a lot of significant differences. For a start, biblical shepherds led their 
sheep, they didn’t drive them; the sheep followed the sound of the shepherd’s voice. Maybe sheep 
were more intelligent back then. Another major difference was the way they were kept in 
sheepfolds overnight. The sheepfolds were circular walled enclosures, with a single entrance, and 
once the sheep were safely in there the shepherd slept across the gate. He was thus protecting them 
from wild animals and thieves by personally acting as the door of the sheepfold. It was this 
dedication to their animals that Jesus was referring to in the first part of the chapter when he said I 
am the gate, whoever enters through me will be saved. 
It is as well to remember that all this talk by Jesus about sheep and shepherds was directed at the 
religious leaders, the Pharisees. In chapter 9 Jesus had healed a blind man on the Sabbath and this 
came to the notice of the Pharisees who cross-questioned the healed man. The man stuck to the 
facts and gave as good as he got in reply to their questions. The Pharisees were livid; even more so 
when Jesus continued with the theme. But did the Pharisees actually get what Jesus was saying?   



 

Jesus then goes on to address them with the parable about the shepherd as the gate and then tells 
them, in the passage above, ‘I am the Good Shepherd’. He starts by drawing a contrast between the 
good shepherd and the hired hand. The good shepherd will lay down his life for his sheep, he will 
protect them against wolves; he owns the sheep and has this close relationship with them, so close 
that they follow him and recognise his voice. In contrast the hired hand runs away when a wolf 
attacks and the flock is scattered, the hired hand cares nothing for the sheep. The good shepherd is 
willing to sacrifice his own life, a voluntary act of sacrifice, just like Jesus himself is preparing for. Did 
the Pharisees see that Jesus was comparing them to the hired hand? 
And then he broadens it out to talk about other sheep. I have other sheep that are not of this 
sheepfold. Jesus says I must bring them also, and they too will listen to my voice and follow me so 
that in the end there is one big sheepfold and one big flock, and, of course, one shepherd. Jesus is 
clearly referring to the Gentiles, the non-Jews, and saying that he, as good shepherd, must bring 
them into the safety and salvation of the sheepfold as well. Did the Pharisees get the message that 
salvation was to be for the Gentiles as well?  
And he returns again to the theme of laying down his life voluntarily. As Jesus says I have the 
authority to lay down my life and authority to take it up again. And this authority comes from the 
command of the Father, and Jesus was doing the works of the Kingdom. Did the Pharisees recognise 
this?  
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

PRAYERS FOR OURSELVES & OTHERS 
Lord, forgive us if we act too much like the 
Pharisees and are too full of our own 
righteousness. Sometimes, we are quick to 
condemn others forgetting that we ourselves 
do not always live in the way you would want 
us to. We are truly sorry for those occasions 
when we think we are seeing clearly, but are 
actually blind to your purposes. Grant us 
forgiveness also for those times when we 
forget that we are supposed to be one big 
sheepfold with one flock and one shepherd, 
when we have too much of a sense of us and 
them, when we do not treat everyone in the 
way we would ourselves wish to be treated. 
Forgive us, in the name of Jesus. Amen.  
Lord, we pray personally and silently for those 
we know in our community or our family who 
are suffering from illness, grief, despair or 
other difficulties. We ask, Father, that you be 
with them in their time of need and bring 
them help and comfort. Amen 
 

HYMN H&P 238, StF 350 
I cannot tell why he, whom angels worship, 
should set his love upon the sons of men, 
or why, as shepherd, he should seek the 
wanderers 
to bring them back, they know not how or 
when. 
But this I know, that he was born of Mary 

when Bethlem's manger was his only home, 
and that he lived at Nazareth and laboured, 
and so the Saviour, Saviour of the world, is 
come. 
 

I cannot tell how he will win the nations, 
how he will claim his earthly heritage, 
how satisfy the needs and aspirations 
of east and west, of sinner and of sage. 
But this I know, all flesh shall see his glory, 
and he shall reap the harvest he has sown, 
and some glad day his sun will shine in 
splendour 
when he the Saviour, Saviour of the world, is 
known. 
 

I cannot tell how all the lands shall worship, 
when, at his bidding, every storm is stilled, 
or who can say how great the jubilation 
when all the hearts of men with love are 
filled. 
But this I know, the skies will thrill with 
rapture, 
and myriad, myriad human voices sing, 
and earth to heav'n and heav'n to earth, will 
answer: 
'At last the Saviour, Saviour of the world, is 
King!' 
 

THE GRACE 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of 
God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 
with you now and ever more. Amen 
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