
 

Week St Mary Methodist Church – 

Sunday 18 April 2021  
We are trying out a new pattern of services at Chapel. The first Sunday 

in the month the service will be at 6.30 in the evening and will be very 

much like our informal Cafe Church services used to be, with guest 

speakers. On the second and fourth Sundays the service will be at 11.00 

am; these will be normal services but may feature excerpts from our 

worship videos which will also be produced for these Sundays. The third Sunday in the month 

will be a Rendezvous Service at 09.30. Again this will be an informal cafe type service and is 

timed at 09.30 as the best time to attract younger parents and families. The fifth Sunday service 

may vary. Cafe services will not include refreshments for the time being but we hope to get back 

to that, and resume worship lunches, as soon as we can.   

This month we haven’t quite got into our new pattern and we have an evening service this 

Sunday  at 6.30pm (there is no morning service). This will be the first of our resumed cafe 

churches; although we can’t serve refreshments you are welcome to bring a flask yourself, and 

there will be packs of biscuits available. Peter Daniel will be giving an illustrated talk on ‘Thin 

Places’, where the gap between Heaven and earth seems small. 

PRAYER 
O Lord, be with us as we try a new pattern of 
services, help us to reach more people with 
the exciting news of your resurrection, and 
walk with us as we talk to people about our 
faith and the inner peace it can bring. 

Everyone says that, as we ease covid 
restrictions, we will have to get used to a new 
normal. We pray, Lord, that our new normal 
will be fruitful and rewarding, and in 
accordance with your mission for us. Amen 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

READING FOR TODAY Luke 24:36-49 (NIV) 
Jesus appears to the disciples 
36 While they were still talking about this, 
Jesus himself stood among them and said to 
them, ‘Peace be with you.’ 
37 They were startled and frightened, thinking 
they saw a ghost. 38 He said to them, ‘Why are 
you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your 
minds? 39 Look at my hands and my feet. It is I 
myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not 
have flesh and bones, as you see I have.’ 
40 When he had said this, he showed them his 
hands and feet. 41 And while they still did not 
believe it because of joy and amazement, he 
asked them, ‘Do you have anything here to 
eat?’ 42 They gave him a piece of broiled 
fish, 43 and he took it and ate it in their 
presence. 

44 He said to them, ‘This is what I told you 
while I was still with you: everything must be 
fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of 
Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.’ 
45 Then he opened their minds so they could 
understand the Scriptures. 46 He told 
them, ‘This is what is written: the Messiah will 
suffer and rise from the dead on the third 
day, 47 and repentance for the forgiveness of 
sins will be preached in his name to all nations, 
beginning at Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses 
of these things. 49 I am going to send you what 
my Father has promised; but stay in the city 
until you have been clothed with power from 
on high.’ 

 

 



 

REFLECTION 
The gospel accounts of the empty tomb at Easter have some differences between them. It is the 
same with the post-resurrection appearances of Jesus; the four gospel writers concentrate on 
different events and emphasise different aspects. Last week, in John’s gospel, the emphasis was on 
Thomas and his doubts. This week in Luke’s gospel, all the disciples have their doubts. Jesus shows 
them his hands and feet where the wounds from the cross were – but they were still doubtful, so 
he demonstrated he was living by eating broiled fish in front of them.  
And then he wants to move the disciples on from fright, amazement and doubt; understandably the 
disciples are still overwhelmed by what they are seeing. But Jesus needs them to see the bigger 
picture. He opens their minds so that they can see that what has happened is all in accordance with 
the scriptures, that is, what we now call the Old Testament. The disciples are at last beginning to 
understand what Jesus has been saying. 
This appearance of Jesus to the disciples is one of a number recorded in the gospels; depending on 
how you count them there are between 10 and 13 appearances over the forty days after his 
resurrection, and over 500 people saw him before his Ascension to heaven. This incident recorded 
by Luke follows on immediately from Jesus having a conversation with two of his followers on the 
road to Emmaus – that is what the disciples were talking about when Jesus appeared. It is as though 
Jesus had to keep appearing to make sure the disciples were fully prepared for the gift he refers to 
in the last sentence of our reading. 
He is talking, of course, about the Holy Spirit, which fully came to the disciples at Pentecost, after 
the Ascension of Jesus. But we haven’t reached that part of the story yet. That is still to come. But 
in the meantime there are two important lessons to learn from our reading today. The first is that 
it is ok to have doubts – Jesus wasn’t angry with his disciples, he just patiently provided proof and 
took them through the relevant scriptures. Secondly, the disciples needed preparing for the gift of 
the Holy Spirit – and so do we, by following the teachings of Jesus, by reading the Bible, by living as 
God wants us to. 
 

PRAYER FOR OTHERS 
We pray first of all for the Queen, after the 
death of Prince Philip. We ask that you give 
her strength and courage at this sad time. We 
know that, after such a long marriage, it will 
feel as though she has lost part of herself and 
we pray for her and all her family. 
We pray for the success of the gradual 
relaxation of covid restrictions. We pray for 
those with fear that it is too early, and for 
those who think it is too slow to save local 
businesses.  
We pray for people suffering with long-term 
health, and long-term economic effects of the 
covid pandemic. 
We pray for our community, our friends and 
our families, and for those with specific 
problems that we are aware and for whom we 
regularly pray. Amen 
 

HYMN H&P 196, StF 303 
I know that my Redeemer lives. 
What joy the blest assurance gives! 

He lives, He lives who once was dead 
He lives, my ever-lasting Head 
 

He lives! To bless me with his love 
He lives! To plead for me above 
He lives! My hungry soul to feed 
He lives! To help in time of need 
 

He lives and grants me daily breath. 
He lives, and I shall conquer death. 
He lives my mansion to prepare. 
He lives to lead me safely there. 
 

He lives! All glory to his name! 
He lives! My Saviour still the same. 
What joy the blest assurance gives, 
I know that my Redeemer lives! 
 
THE GRACE 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of 
God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 
with you now and ever more. Amen 
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