
 

Week St Mary Methodist Church – 

Sunday 11 April 2021  
Today we are featuring one of the appearances of Jesus after the 

resurrection to the disciples locked in a room. We explore how Jesus 

comes to us when we have ‘locked ourselves away’.  Sophie Doyle is 

leading worship at the chapel today at 11am. Next Sunday 18th there is 

no service in the morning but informal worship (in normal times it 

would be café church) in the evening at 6.30pm. 

PRAYER 
Welcoming God, on the day when Jesus rose 
again, the disciples gathered together in a 
locked room, afraid of what might happen to 
them. 
We, too, are gathered together as followers 
of Jesus. But we do not need to be afraid, 
for we know that Jesus is alive. By His Spirit, 
He is among us now. 

May each one of us be ready to hear His 
voice saying ‘Peace be with you,’ as He said 
to them so long ago. 
Give us grace not just to hear the words, 
but to take their meaning into our hearts, 
and to understand what He has to say. 
In His name we pray. Amen 

 

READING FOR TODAY John 20:19-31 (NIVUK)
On the evening of that first day of the week, 
when the disciples were together, with the 
doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, 
Jesus came and stood among them and 
said, ‘Peace be with you!’ After he said this, 
he showed them his hands and side. The 
disciples were overjoyed when they saw the 
Lord. 
Again Jesus said, ‘Peace be with you! As the 
Father has sent me, I am sending you.’ And 
with that he breathed on them and 
said, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit.  If you forgive 
anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if you 
do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.’ 
Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one 
of the Twelve, was not with the disciples 
when Jesus came. So the other disciples told 
him, ‘We have seen the Lord!’ But he said to 
them, ‘Unless I see the nail marks in his 
hands and put my finger where the nails 

were, and put my hand into his side, I will not 
believe.’ 
A week later his disciples were in the house 
again, and Thomas was with them. Though 
the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood 
among them and said, ‘Peace be with 
you!’  Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your 
finger here; see my hands. Reach out your 
hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting 
and believe.’ 
Thomas said to him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ 
Then Jesus told him, ‘Because you have seen 
me, you have believed; blessed are those 
who have not seen and yet have believed.’ 
Jesus performed many other signs in the 
presence of his disciples, which are not 
recorded in this book. But these are written 
that you may believe that Jesus is the 
Messiah, the Son of God, and that by 
believing you may have life in his name. 

 
REFLECTION 
Our Gospel reading today begins with the disciples experiencing fear. The reading starts: “It was 

evening on the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples had met were 

locked…” The big question is: Who were they afraid of? And why? John says in this reading that 

they had locked the door “for fear of the Jews”. For sure that was the case, but surely there was a 

bit more to it.  



 

They had every reason to be afraid of meeting Jesus himself. The last time he had seen the 

disciples was when they were deserting him at his arrest in Gethsemane. Peter had stayed with 

him: but then he had denied knowing him at all. The guilt had been so bad that Judas Iscariot had 

killed himself. How must the rest of them have been feeling? They were desperately ashamed of 

themselves. How would Jesus react? Would he be bearing a grudge? Would he be angry with 

them?  

Perhaps we are more like the disciples than we want to admit! How often have we locked the door 
to keep Jesus out? Maybe some part of our past: something we are particularly ashamed of. Maybe 
fear for the future. So we lock up our heart, try to keep Jesus out. Maybe the disciples weren’t so 
much keeping the Jews out, they were keeping themselves in. 
But what does Jesus do? “Jesus came and stood among them…” He enters the room – and breaks 
into their shame. 
Jesus takes the initiative. He says to them, “Peace be with you”. Jesus says to the disciples, as he 
says to us, “It’s OK…” He’s not out to settle old scores. He’s not angry with us. He knows our failures, 
he knows our weaknesses. And he says, “It’s OK…let’s move on…” And here is the incredible truth 
of the Gospel. God will come and seek us out and find us. And he will not bring up the past, he will 
not make us wallow in shame or guilt, he won’t humiliate us. He will seek us out and he will find us, 
and he will say, “Peace be with you”. “It’s OK. I know. And it’s OK” 
 

 
PRAYER FOR OTHERS 
We pray for councils and committees 
Who decide how money is to be spent. 
Help them to be wise and sensitive in their 
decisions. 
We pray for the community groups and clubs. 
Show us how to offer friendship, and how to 
bring the love of Christ. 
We pray for our church fellowship. Help us to 
value each other, and to love as Christ loves 
us. 
We pray now for our own family and our 
friendship groups. As we do so, we also pray 
for ourselves. We are all different and so are 
our situations; but You call us all to bring the 
light and the love of Christ wherever we go. 
Show us how to do this, so that our homes and 
our lives may be filled with His presence. 
Amen. 
 
 

HYMN H&P 212, StF 313 
Thine be the glory, 
Risen, conquering Son; 
Endless is the victory 
Thou o’er death hast won. 
Angels in bright raiment 
Rolled the stone away, 
Kept the folded grave-clothes 
Where Thy body lay. 

 
Thine be the glory, 
Risen, conquering Son; 
Endless is the victory 
Thou o’er death hast won! 
 
Lo, Jesus meets us, 
Risen from the tomb! 
Lovingly He greets us, 
Scatters fear and gloom. 
Let the church with gladness 
Hymns of triumph sing, 
For her Lord now liveth, 
Death hath lost its sting. 
 
No more we doubt Thee, 
Glorious Prince of life; 
Life is naught without Thee: 
Aid us in our strife; 
Make us more than conquerors, 
Through Thy deathless love; 
Bring us safe through Jordan 
To Thy home above. 
 
 

THE GRACE 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of 
God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 
with you now and ever more. Amen 
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