
 

Week St Mary Methodist Church – 

Sunday 28 March 2021  
We are now able to resume our physical services in the Chapel starting 

this Sunday 28th March with a service of Holy Communion led by Robin 

Heywood and the Worship Team. A leaflet with a list of forthcoming 

services is enclosed with this sheet. We can’t yet sing together but we 

can meet in fellowship again. Since next Sunday is Easter Sunday we are 

deferring our video service by a week to coincide with Easter. Watch out for it next week.  

This Sunday is Palm Sunday, when Jesus entered Jerusalem accompanied by a cheering crowd, 

and this is explored further in our service below.  

PRAYER 
We thank, you, Lord, that we are able to 
resume services at the Chapel and look 
forward to the fellowship with you and with 
each other. We know that recovery from the 
pandemic will be long and slow, and that 

things may never return to how they were. 
Guide us, Lord, as we embrace the new 
normal, as we try new ways of spreading your 
word, as we explore how we can adjust our 
ministry to new circumstances. Amen 

 

READING FOR TODAY Mark 11:1-11 (NIV) 
Jesus comes to Jerusalem as king 
1As they approached Jerusalem and came to 
Bethpage and Bethany at the Mount of Olives, 
Jesus sent two of his disciples, 2 saying to 
them, ‘Go to the village ahead of you, and just 
as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, 
which no one has ever ridden. Untie it and 
bring it here. 3 If anyone asks you, “Why are 
you doing this?” say, “The Lord needs it and 
will send it back here shortly.”’ 
4 They went and found a colt outside in the 
street, tied at a doorway. As they untied 
it, 5 some people standing there asked, ‘What 
are you doing, untying that colt?’ 6 They 
answered as Jesus had told them to, and the 
people let them go. 7 When they brought the 

colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks over it, he 
sat on it. 8 Many people spread their cloaks on 
the road, while others spread branches they 
had cut in the fields. 9 Those who went ahead 
and those who followed shouted, 
‘Hosanna!’ 
‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord!’ 
10 ‘Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father 
David!’ 
‘Hosanna in the highest heaven!’ 
11 Jesus entered Jerusalem and went into the 
temple courts. He looked around at 
everything, but since it was already late, he 
went out to Bethany with the Twelve. 
 

 

REFLECTION 
Today is Palm Sunday, when we think of the entry into Jerusalem of Jesus on a donkey. It is also 
Passion Sunday, the start of Holy Week leading to the passion or suffering of Christ on the cross.  
Jesus had finished his roving ministry, his preaching and story-telling in the fields and villages, his 
healing of the sick, his selection of disciples, and now he was coming to meet his fate in Jerusalem. 
He had been predicting his death to the disciples and trying to get them to understand the bigger 
picture. Mark’s account is at pains all the way through to present Jesus as the promised Messiah 
and that people’s expectations of the Messiah were wrong. The people expected a warrior king like 
David who would free them from occupying forces but Jesus had tried to lower expectations, to 
show that the Messiah was not going to be like that – not that the disciples or the people generally 
had accepted that – they still clung on to their belief. 



 

Which begs the question - why did Jesus allow himself to be hailed as a hero in this instance but not 
elsewhere? There might be three reasons. Firstly Jesus knew this acclamation was not going to last, 
that his death was coming, that the crowd would turn against him and demand his crucifixion – so 
perhaps he just thought let them have their day of rejoicing. Secondly, Jesus was conscious of the 
prediction in Zechariah chapter 9 – ‘Shout, daughter of Jerusalem! See, your king comes to you, 
righteous and having salvation, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’ And 
the shouting and hailing as king was part of that prediction – so he permitted it as an integral part 
of it. And thirdly it served to highlight the forthcoming tragedy of the crucifixion, to make it more of 
a contrast with what had happened before – if he had simply crept into Jerusalem the drama would 
have had less impact and been less memorable. 
And that fickle crowd did indeed turn against Jesus. By chapter 15 in Mark’s gospel there is a crowd 
shouting for his crucifixion and the freeing of the murderer Barabbas. Both events are referred to in 
our hymn below. It’s worth reading the words carefully. Verse 3 in particular is full of irony; John 
Betjeman suggested no-one has ever captured the turncoat side of humanity better than in this 
verse. And then there is the sarcasm of verse 4. What had Jesus done to provoke this hatred – why, 
he had made the lame run and given the blind their sight, what dreadful injuries!  
But the crowd were looking for something that Jesus wasn’t. He wasn’t going to be a political 
deliverer, he wasn’t looking for submission from all the people laying branches of vegetation at his 
feet. In the prediction of Zechariah the words righteous and gentle are used - this is not going to be 
a warrior king but a servant king, a humble king. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

PRAYER FOR OTHERS 
Lord, we pray for consistency and integrity in 
all our actions. We pray that, with your 
guidance, we will always do what is right, and 
not be led by the crowd or what others do. 
We pray for humility and gentleness in our 
dealings with other people, we pray that you 
will help us to follow the example and 
teachings of Jesus. 
We pray that we will be inspired and 
encouraged to live a life of service as Jesus did, 
and to do all the good we can for our fellow 
human beings. Amen 
 
 

HYMN H&P 173, StF 277 
My song is love unknown, 
my Saviour's love to me, 
love to the loveless shown 
that they might lovely be. 
O who am I, that for my sake 
my Lord should take frail flesh and die? 
 

He came from his blest throne 
salvation to bestow, 
but they made strange, and none 
the longed-for Christ would know. 
But O my friend, my friend indeed, 
who at my need, his life did spend. 
 

Sometimes they strew his way, 
and his strong praises sing, 
resounding all the day 
hosannas to their King. 
Then "Crucify!" is all their breath, 
and for his death they thirst and cry. 
 

Why, what has my Lord done? 
What makes this rage and spite? 
He made the lame to run, 
he gave the blind their sight. 
Sweet injuries! Yet they at these 
themselves displease, and 'gainst him rise. 
 

They rise, and needs will have 
my dear Lord made away; 
a murderer they save, 
the Prince of Life they slay. 
Yet steadfast he to suffering goes, 
that he his foes from thence might free. 
 

Here might I stay and sing, 
no story so divine: 
never was love, dear King, 
never was grief like thine. 
This is my friend, in whose sweet praise 
I all my days could gladly spend. 
 

THE GRACE 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of 
God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 
with you now and ever more. Amen 
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