
Week St Mary Methodist Church – 

Sunday 21 March 2021 
Today, the fifth Sunday in Lent, is known as Passion Sunday. It marks the 
beginning of the final two weeks before Easter. Today we think about 
the pattern of loss and renewal in life and new beginnings. Something of 
course we see in nature as the shoots of spring start to appear around 
us. 
 
PRAYER 
As we come to God in prayer, let us spend a 
few moments thinking about our own life’s 
journey, about how it has brought us to this 
point in time. 
Lord of all time and space, you are outside 
the time which counts the minutes and the 
days of our lives. You are outside space, 
which gives shape and meaning to the places 
where we live. We praise You because You 

meet every person In the way that is best for 
them. 
You don’t treat us all as if we were the same, 
but deal with us as individuals. 
For the lives that you give us, 
for all that you have done for us in Jesus, 
and for the way you journey with us by Your 
Holy Spirit, 
We offer you our praise and our worship, 
now and always. Amen 

 
READING FOR TODAY John 12:20-26 (NIV
Now there were some Greeks among those 
who went up to worship at the festival. They 
came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in 
Galilee, with a request. ‘Sir,’ they said, ‘we 
would like to see Jesus.’  Philip went to tell 
Andrew; Andrew and Philip in turn told 
Jesus.  Jesus replied, ‘The hour has come for 
the Son of Man to be glorified. Very truly I 
tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls to the 

ground and dies, it remains only a single 
seed. But if it dies, it produces many 
seeds. Anyone who loves their life will lose it, 
while anyone who hates their life in this 
world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever 
serves me must follow me; and where I am, 
my servant also will be. My Father will 
honour the one who serves me. 

 
REFLECTION 
Today I am going to tell you the secret to life. It’s something you’ve seen and experienced over 
and over. It’s one of those secrets hidden in plain sight. It’s also one of those secrets that can 
trouble the soul, so we often turn away from it or close our eyes to it. 
 “Unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it 
bears much fruit” (John 12:24). So there you have it. That’s the secret to life. It’s the pattern of 
loss and renewal that runs throughout our lives and our world. Even if you’ve never thought of this 
as the secret to life, you’ve lived and experienced it, sometimes by choice and other times by 
chance. Either way it’s there. 
Look at the way this pattern is present in your life. Have you ever fallen in love and committed 
your life to another? If so, you had to let parts of your old life go and something of your single life 
died so that you could be with that other person. How about parenting? If you are a parent you 
know that there are sacrifices of yourself and your life to be made in order for the new life of your 
child to emerge and grow. We give up parts of ourselves for the other. Parents are continually 
letting go of their child so she or he can grow up. Have you ever been the carer of another? If so, 
you could name the parts of your life that died so that another might live with dignity, 
compassion, and love. 



For every choice we make, every yes we say, there is at least one no and probably many. This 
same pattern is in nature. You can see it in the changing of the seasons, falling leaves and new 
blooms, and the setting and rising of the sun. 
Think about the scriptural stories of loss and renewal. Innocence in Adam and Eve died so that 
consciousness might be born. James and John left their father, boats, and nets to become disciples 
of Jesus and fishers of people. Jesus taught his disciples, “The Son of Man is to be betrayed into 
human hands, and they will kill him, and three days after being killed, he will rise again” (Mark 
9:31). 
The secret is out. It’s everywhere. It is a pattern of loss and renewal, dying and rising, letting go 
and getting back, leaving and return. It’s at the core of our beliefs. Christ has died. Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
What in your life do you need to let go of today? What might you need to leave behind? What 
needs to die so that something new can arise? 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
PRAYER FOR OTHERS 
Today in the Gospel reading, some Greeks 
came to Philip.They said to him, ‘Sir, we 
would like to see Jesus.’ 
Today, we will think of these words and ask 
where we can see Jesus. 
 
We see him when we read the Bible, 
where we hear him speaking clearly. 
When we close our eyes to pray, he can speak 
in our hearts; help us to remember that by His 
Spirit he lives in everyone who loves Him. 
 
We can meet him at school or at work. 
He does not leave us at the gate, waving 
goodbye as we walk in. 
 
He looks at us through the eyes of those we 
meet, reminding us to treat others 
as we would like to be treated ourselves. 
 
We can see Jesus in those who are sick, sad or 
lonely. We can see him in the faces of those 
who are hungry; we look at those who are 
unjustly treated and hear his voice speaking 
to us. 
 
When he was on earth, he cared for the poor 
and needy, and he calls us to do the same. 
Help us not to be so busy, that we fail to see 
you, Lord. 
 
Lord, You are everywhere. 
Open our eyes so that we may see you. Amen 
 
 
HYMN StF 272 

From heaven you came, helpless babe, 
Entered our world, your glory veiled;  
Not to be served but to serve, 
And give your life that we might live. 
 
This is our God, the Servant King, 
He calls us now to follow him, 
To bring our lives as a daily offering 
Of worship to the Servant King. 
 
There in the garden of tears, 
My heavy load he chose to bear; 
His heart with sorrow was torn, 
'Yet not my will but yours,' he said. 
 
Come, see his hands and his feet, 
The scars that speak of sacrifice, 
Hands that flung stars into space 
To cruel nails surrendered. 
 
So let us learn how to serve, 
And in our lives enthrone him; 
Each other's needs to prefer, 
For it is Christ we're serving. 
 

THE GRACE 
Almighty and ever living God, Jesus took the 
road to the cross, obeying you to the end, 
so that we might have a new start. As we take 
up the journey of our own lives, may we go 
with a new spring in our step, rejoicing in how 
much you love us. May the Blessing of God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be upon us and 
remain with us always.  
Amen. 
 


	READING FOR TODAY John 12:20-26 (NIV

