
 

Week St Mary Methodist Church – 

Sunday 14 March 2021 
This is the 52nd printed service sheet we have produced, which means 

we have been distributing them for a full year and enclose a bookmark 

to mark the occasion. Today is also Mothering Sunday and we are 

distributing flowers as is our custom when we meet in the Chapel both 

as a recognition of the day and symbol of new beginnings. 

We have another new video service, on the theme of the Parable of the Lost Sheep, available 

this weekend. It features dramas by Bright Sparks, a quiz, a message written by Emma, Sophie’s 

daughter, and presented by them both. The video can be found at the Chapel website 

www.weekstmarymethodist.org.uk and facebook page www.facebook.com/ChapelWSM   ) 

PRAYER 
Lord, we come together in worship at the 
beginning of another week. For some the last 
week will have been a time of joyful news, for 
others heartfelt thanks for health restored. 
Sadly, for some it will have been a week of loss 
of a loved one or an unexpected illness. 
Dear Lord, we come to your presence with 
open hearts to praise and thank you for the 

love you give to us all. Make us more aware of 
the blessings we have received instead of 
things that did not go as we would have 
wished. May we go forward this week with 
your love and put our trust in you that all will 
be well. Amen 
(Prayer by Christine Sandercock) 

 

READING FOR TODAY Ephesians 2:1-10 (NIV) 
Made alive in Christ 
1 As for you, you were dead in your 
transgressions and sins, 2 in which you used to 
live when you followed the ways of this world 
and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the 
spirit who is now at work in those who are 
disobedient. 3 All of us also lived among them 
at one time, gratifying the cravings of our 
flesh and following its desires and thoughts. 
Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of 
wrath. 4 But because of his great love for us, 
God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with 
Christ even when we were dead in 

transgressions – it is by grace you have been 
saved. 6 And God raised us up with Christ and 
seated us with him in the heavenly realms in 
Christ Jesus, 7 in order that in the coming ages 
he might show the incomparable riches of his 
grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ 
Jesus. 8 For it is by grace you have been saved, 
through faith – and this is not from yourselves, 
it is the gift of God – 9 not by works, so that no 
one can boast. 10 For we are God’s handiwork, 
created in Christ Jesus to do good works, 
which God prepared in advance for us to do. 
 

 

REFLECTION 
Paul’s letter to the Ephesians is somewhat different to his other letters. Unlike the others, Ephesians 
wasn’t written to try and address some problems in the receiving Church – and so it has a happier, 
less corrective feel. Although nominally written to the church in Ephesus, it was written to be 
circulated and read out as encouragement to a number of congregations. It has a lot of powerful 
general advice for the fledgling Christians in churches around Ephesus and this passage is a prime 
example. We are going to focus specifically on the verses about grace ie verses 8-10.  
The concept of grace is one of the basic building blocks of the Christian faith so it is worth exploring 
further. As a word, grace has a number of meanings, including elegance, goodwill, or an allowed 
period of time delay. But in Christian terms it is the free and unmerited favour of God. It is different 



 

to mercy which is compassion or forbearance shown to offenders and is an aspect of justice; mercy 
is the sparing of deserved punishment. Grace is completely unearned and not related to any 
particular offence. 
The concept of grace does occur in the Old Testament where there are many examples of God’s love 
being poured out on undeserving humanity, but it is most fully described in the letters in the New 
Testament. Paul in several places spells out how through the grace of God, unearned, we are able 
to be saved, able to have a new life in Christ, able to be put right with God. 
And in verses 8-10 Paul emphasises that we can achieve this only through faith, not by anything we 
have done, not by works alone – there is no short cut, no way of bypassing the system. These are 
the verses that changed the Christian church and led to the Protestant Reformation. Prior to this 
people thought they could buy or earn salvation, but Martin Luther, inspired by Paul’s words, 
changed that perception. It is God’s gift, freely given. 
Although grace is an unearned gift from God, John Wesley did not think we should just sit around 
waiting for it; he identified what he called the means of grace – ways in which we can develop and 
strengthen faith and discipleship. It’s worth looking up Wesley’s means of grace - and acting on 
them.  
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
PRAYER FOR OTHERS 
In the week that children have started back to 
school let us pray for all children, students and 
teachers. 
We pray for babies and toddlers who have 
never seen the face of a stranger smile at 
them.  
We pray for pre-school children for whom the 
pandemic has occupied a quarter or a third of 
their life. 
We pray young children returning to school 
with a great loss of confidence and social skills.  
We pray for secondary school children who 
face a long time wearing masks and not mixing 
with friends. 
We pray for those in exam years and all their 
uncertainty about exam outcomes. 
We pray for students who should be at 
university, especially those in practical 
subjects such as medicine, science and 
engineering, where courses will be completely 
unlike what they envisaged. 
We pray for all teachers, lecturers and 
education professionals as they struggle 
amidst the conflicting requirements of keeping 
students and themselves safe and providing 
balanced teaching.  
We bring these prayers to you in the name of 
Jesus. Amen 
 
 

 
 

HYMN H&P 215, StF 440 
Amazing grace - how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me. 
I once was lost, but now am found, 
Was blind, but now I see. 
 

God’s grace has taught my heart to fear, 
His grace my fears relieved. 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed. 
 

Through many dangers, toils and snares 
I have already come, 
God’s grace has brought me safe thus far 
And grace will lead me home. 
 

The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secures; 
He will my shield and portion be, 
As long as life endures. 
 

And, when this heart and flesh shall fail, 
And mortal life shall cease 
I shall possess within the veil, 
A life of joy and peace. 
 

When we've been there ten thousand years 
Bright shining as the sun, 
We've no less days to sing God's praise 
Than when we first begun. 
 

THE GRACE 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of 
God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 
with you now and ever more. Amen 
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