
 

Week St Mary Methodist Church – 

Sunday 7 March 2021 
As we follow the latest ‘roadmap to recovery’, it does seem there’s now 

cause for optimism towards meeting again. We’re hoping to restart 

services at the Chapel on Palm Sunday on 28th March.  We’re hoping 

Brights Sparks will start to meet from 23 April. These worship sheets and 

our fortnightly videos will continue. The videos are consistently viewed 

by around 150-160 people, a great number.  

PRAYER 
Gracious God, 
in the Bible reading today we will learn 
how Jesus went into the temple 
and cleared the space so that people could 
worship you. 
We have already made time to come to you 
and read this today. 
Now, at the beginning of this time of 
worship, help us to clear the space. 

Clear our minds and hearts 
of all thoughts and desires 
that will get in the way of worshipping you. 
May we give you the central place today, and 
honour and praise you as you deserve. In 
Jesus’ name we pray. Amen 
 
THE LORDS PRAYER 

 
READING FOR TODAY John 2:13-22 (NIV) 
 When it was almost time for the Jewish 
Passover, Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the 
temple courts he found people selling cattle, 
sheep and doves, and others sitting at tables 
exchanging money. So he made a whip out of 
cords, and drove all from the temple courts, 
both sheep and cattle; he scattered the coins 
of the money-changers and overturned their 
tables. To those who sold doves he said, ‘Get 
these out of here! Stop turning my Father’s 
house into a market!’  His disciples 
remembered that it is written: ‘Zeal for your 
house will consume me.’ 

The Jews then responded to him, ‘What sign 
can you show us to prove your authority to 
do all this?’ 
Jesus answered them, ‘Destroy this temple, 
and I will raise it again in three days.’ 
They replied, ‘It has taken forty-six years to 
build this temple, and you are going to raise 
it in three days?’ But the temple he had 
spoken of was his body. After he was raised 
from the dead, his disciples recalled what he 
had said. Then they believed the Scripture 
and the words that Jesus had spoken. 
 

 
REFLECTION 
This is a slightly shocking story about Jesus; turning over tables, throwing people out, that just 
doesn’t sound like Jesus at all. Why did he do this? 
The area where they were was called the Court of Gentiles and this was as close as people who 
were not Jews could get to the Temple. So it was here that these people had to pray and the Jews 
had turned it into a market place, making it impossible to pray. This is not honouring God in the 
way he should be according to the commandments. Jesus was angered by this. 
In addition it is thought that people were being charged extortionate prices for things that were 
being sold to be sacrificed in the Temple. If anyone thought that they could get round this by 
bringing their own, they would be told that it wasn’t good enough and they had to buy it at these 
rip-off prices. Seeing people cheated in this way made Jesus very angry. 



 

It is also thought that people had to pay for these with special money and again they were being 
ripped off when they changed their money.  
This is why Jesus turned over the tables of the money changers. These people were robbing others 
and were breaking the rules that God himself had given and doing it in God’s own house. This 
made Jesus angry enough to explode. Everybody froze to the spot and no-one seemed able to stop 
him – not even the guards. 
The response of the Jews was to ask him to give them a sign and he offered his death and 
resurrection as a sign. 
We are lucky; we are looking back on all of this and it is much easier for us to see the signs. We 
should not go looking for them, but they are all there, and not only in the things Jesus said, but in 
the things he did. 
Here we see a love so deep for ordinary people that when he sees them denied access to God and 
robbed, he acts. 
Finally there is a call to action for our generation. This is God’s world not ours, we were created to 
look after it for him and we are not doing a very good job.  
 
 

PRAYER FOR OTHERS 
We pray for countries where different groups 
are fighting, hurting one another instead of 
working together. Be with those who try to 
get people talking, and help them to listen to 
one another and to You.  
Lord, You love the world that You have made. 
Show us how to share that love with others. 
We pray for your church everywhere. We 
pray for our own church and for the other 
churches in this area. May they all be places 
where those who come may experience your 
love, and be encouraged to hear your call. 
Lord, you love the world that you have made. 
Show us how to share that love with others. 
We pray for those in need of loving care; for 
the sick, especially any known to us; for those 
who feel alone; for those who cannot get out 
and about; for those with troubles they 
cannot share.  
May they find help and comfort and show us 
how we might be the answer to their prayers.  
Lord, you love the world that you have made. 
Show us how to share that love with others. 
We pray for ourselves. 
You have called each of us here today, 
And you have work for us to do. 
Help us to listen to you and to obey you. 
Lord, you love the world that you have made. 
Show us how to share that love with others. 
In the name of Jesus, who came, lived, and 
died to show Your love for us. Amen. 
 
 
 

HYMN H&P 64, StF 157 
Jesus Is Lord! Creation’s Voice Proclaims It, 
For By His Power Each Tree And Flower 
Was Planned And Made. 
Jesus Is Lord! The Universe Declares It, 
Sun, Moon And Stars In Heaven 
Cry, ‘Jesus Is Lord!’ 
 
Chorus: Jesus Is Lord! Jesus Is Lord! 
Praise Him With Hallelujahs 
For Jesus Is Lord! 
 
Jesus Is Lord! Yet From His Throne Eternal 
In Flesh He Came To Die In Pain 
On Calvary’s Tree. 
Jesus Is Lord! From Him All Life Proceeding, 
Yet Gave His Life A Ransom 
Thus Setting Us Free. 
 
Jesus Is Lord! O’er Sin The Mighty Conqueror, 
From Death He Rose, And All His Foes 
Shall Own His Name. 
Jesus Is Lord! God Sent His Holy Spirit 
To Show By Works Of Power 
That Jesus Is Lord. 
 
THE GRACE 
We thank you Lord, for the message of the 
cross, sign of your great love for us. 
As we go from here, may your sign live in us, 
so that we may point others to Jesus. And 
may the Blessing of God, Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit be upon you and remain with you 
always. Amen. 
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