
 

Week St Mary Methodist Church – 

Sunday 28 February 2021 
We are releasing another worship video this weekend. It’s based on the 

theme of the Parable of the Wise and Foolish Builders. It features local 

places and events, a discussion with a builder about foundations, a 

member of Bright Sparks, and much more. The video can be found at the 

Chapel website www.weekstmarymethodist.org.uk and facebook page 

www.facebook.com/ChapelWSM   ) 

PRAYER 
Dear Lord, we may not be meeting together 
physically but, in our own homes and at our 
own times, we are gathered together by 
reading this service sheet. Lord, as we read, let 
us concentrate on you, give you thanks, praise 

you, widen our knowledge and understanding 
of your scriptures, and pray for others. Help us 
to use this time to make us better Christians 
and witnesses of our faith in the weeks ahead. 
Amen 

 

READING FOR TODAY Romans 4:13-25 (NIV) 
God’s promise is received through faith 
13 It was not through the law that Abraham 
and his offspring received the promise that he 
would be heir of the world, but through the 
righteousness that comes by faith. 14 For if 
those who depend on the law are heirs, faith 
means nothing and the promise is 
worthless, 15 because the law brings wrath. 
And where there is no law there is no 
transgression. 
16 Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so 
that it may be by grace and may be 
guaranteed to all Abraham’s offspring – not 
only to those who are of the law but also to 
those who have the faith of Abraham. He is 
the father of us all. 17 As it is written: ‘I have 
made you a father of many nations.’ He is our 
father in the sight of God, in whom he 
believed – the God who gives life to the dead 
and calls into being things that were not. 
 

18 Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed 
and so became the father of many nations, 
just as it had been said to him, ‘So shall your 
offspring be.’ 19 Without weakening in his 
faith, he faced the fact that his body was as 
good as dead – since he was about a hundred 
years old – and that Sarah’s womb was also 
dead. 20 Yet he did not waver through unbelief 
regarding the promise of God, but was 
strengthened in his faith and gave glory to 
God, 21 being fully persuaded that God had 
power to do what he had promised. 22 This is 
why ‘it was credited to him as 
righteousness.’ 23 The words ‘it was credited 
to him’ were written not for him alone, 24 but 
also for us, to whom God will credit 
righteousness – for us who believe in him who 
raised Jesus our Lord from the dead. 25 He was 
delivered over to death for our sins and was 
raised to life for our justification. 
 

REFLECTION 
This reading is from Paul’s letter to the Christians in Rome and is part way through a long progressive 
argument in which he builds one point upon another in a logical sequence. The whole of chapters 
one to eight are a single discussion by Paul in which he aims to broaden understanding of Old 
Testament beliefs. Here, he is referring back to Abraham, and God’s promise to him, that he was to 
be a father of many nations. For Paul the promised land was not just Canaan but the whole world. 
And similarly the covenant people were not just the people of Israel but all people of many nations 
– as promised to Abraham.  



 

In this passage, Paul starts by dismissing the importance of the Jewish Law. It wasn’t because of the 
Law, Paul says, that Abraham received God’s promises. After all, Abraham didn’t have the Law, that 
came later via Moses. It was through righteousness that comes from faith, not through 
righteousness that comes from slavishly following a set of rules. From verse 18 onwards Paul harks 
back again to the faith of Abraham. In the translation above Paul uses the phrase ‘against all hope’; 
in the King James Bible it is the well known phrase ‘hoping against hope’. Abraham had been hoping 
for an heir from Sarah but they were both old and it must have seemed hopeless to him; 
nevertheless he continued to have faith and hope and it was through that faith and hope that God 
granted him a son by Sarah. 
In chapter 3 Paul had already argued that those who believe in Jesus are members of the covenant 
family. Now Paul returns to that theme and refers back to the original covenant with Abraham. 
Abraham believed God would give life where there was none and Paul draws the parallel with the 
raising of Jesus from the dead. Those who believe in Jesus really are God’s people, the people of the 
covenant, the single world-wide multi-ethnic family promised to Abraham all those years before. 
The world and all its people are covered by the promises to Abraham.  
Abraham’s faith was staggering, hoping against hope. Are our reactions to events as faithful – or do 
we remain stuck in the disbelief phase. Are our reactions to events always what God requires of us? 
We can easily get despondent about falling church numbers, or not being able to meet and sing at 
present, or about how secular society has become. But is despondency the right reaction? We need 
to do what Abraham did, accept what was happening and continue to trust God, hope against hope. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

PRAYER FOR OTHERS 
God made clear to Abraham that he was God 
for all nations, not just a chosen few. We pray 
for nations across the world that need help. 
We pray for the people of Myanmar, plunged 
back into a military dictatorship. 
We pray for people of Yemen, caught up in a 
regional power struggle and conflict, and 
which is still the worst humanitarian crisis in 
the world. 
We pray for the success of the Covax scheme 
which aims to spread covid vaccines fairly 
across the world. 
We pray for Africa and the many people who 
do not have ready access to clean and safe 
drinking water. 
We pray for the Uighur people of western 
China as they suffer terrible persecution. 
We pray for the divided people of the United 
States as they re-engage with the rest of the 
world. 
We pray for the hungry, poor and persecuted 
everywhere. Amen 
 

 

HYMN H&P 64, StF 157 
God has spoken - by his prophets, 
spoken his unchanging Word; 
each from age to age proclaiming 

God the one, the righteous Lord! 
Mid the world’s despair and turmoil 
one firm anchor holds us fast, 
God is King, his throne eternal, 
God the first, and God the last. 
 

God has spoken - by Christ Jesus, 
Christ the everlasting Son, 
brightness of the Father’s glory, 
with the Father, ever one: 
spoken by the Word incarnate, 
God from God, ere time began, 
light from light, to Earth descending, 
Man, revealing God to man. 
 

God is speaking - by his Spirit 
speaking to the hearts of men; 
in the age-long Word expounding 
God’s own message, now as then. 
Through the rise and fall of nations 
one sure faith is standing fast: 
God abides, his Word unchanging, 
God the first and God the last. 
 

THE GRACE 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of 
God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 
with you now and ever more. Amen 
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