
 

Week St Mary Methodist Church – 

Sunday 14 February 2021 
We have another new video service, on the theme of the Parable of the 

Workers in the Vineyard, available this weekend. It features members of 

Bright Sparks in a play based on the parable. The video can be found at 

the Chapel website www.weekstmarymethodist.org.uk and facebook 

page www.facebook.com/ChapelWSM   ) 

This Sunday is Transfiguration Sunday and that is the theme of our printed service below. It is 

also Valentine’s Day, although romantic dinners out are precluded this year. But it is easy, 

amongst all the usual commercialisation of the event, to forget that Valentine was a genuine 

Roman Saint who ministered to persecuted Christians in the 3rd century. The association with 

love came much later and is based on mid-February being the time when birds meet and mate. 

PRAYER 
Dear Lord, let us remember that in many 
places across the world Christians are still 
persecuted for their faith. We are grateful that 
we can be open about our faith, even if, in an 
overwhelmingly secular society, we appear to 

be odd ones out. Help us, Lord, to support 
each other, though we are separated due the 
pandemic, and we look forward with 
optimism to the time when we can meet 
together again. Amen 

 

READING FOR TODAY Mark 9:2-9 (NIV) 
The transfiguration 
2 After six days Jesus took Peter, James and 
John with him and led them up a high 
mountain, where they were all alone. There 
he was transfigured before them. 3 His clothes 
became dazzling white, whiter than anyone in 
the world could bleach them. 4 And there 
appeared before them Elijah and Moses, who 
were talking with Jesus. 
5 Peter said to Jesus, ‘Rabbi, it is good for us to 
be here. Let us put up three shelters – one for 
you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.’ 6 (He 

did not know what to say, they were so 
frightened.) 
7 Then a cloud appeared and covered them, 
and a voice came from the cloud: ‘This is my 
Son, whom I love. Listen to him!’ 
8 Suddenly, when they looked around, they no 
longer saw anyone with them except Jesus. 
9 As they were coming down the mountain, 
Jesus gave them orders not to tell anyone 
what they had seen until the Son of Man had 
risen from the dead. 
 

REFLECTION 
The Transfiguration is described in Matthew, Mark and Luke’s gospels, descriptions which depict 
the event from the point of view of the disciples involved - it was them who acted as eye witnesses 
and much later told others about it. It was an important event, but what exactly was it and why was 
it significant.  
The dictionary definition of ‘transfiguration’ is the complete change of appearance or form into 
something more beautiful or spiritual. It wasn’t a spectacle the three disciples were ever likely to 
forget. For all of them, it affected their future actions and writing. But at the time, as they were 
coming down the mountain, Jesus instructed them not to tell anyone, until the Son of Man has been 
raised from the dead. Imagine how difficult it must have been for them to remain quiet about what 
they had seen. And that instruction from Jesus amounted to a startling reminder about his 
forthcoming crucifixion and resurrection – something Jesus had been trying to explain to the 
disciples a few days earlier.  



 

It also marks the start of the second part of the ministry of Jesus; from here on the focus is on the 
journey to Jerusalem and his crucifixion. The disciples had, until now, only seen Jesus in his human 
body, but at the Transfiguration they caught a glimpse of him of him in heavenly glory. They may 
not have understood it but it would help next time he talked to them about his death. 
And for the three of them at the time, and for the others later, the Transfiguration was a compelling 
affirmation of Jesus as the Messiah. First of all there was the changed appearance of Jesus – his 
transfiguration, his shining face, his clothes as white as light. Then there was the appearance of 
Moses and Elijah who were both popularly associated with the Messiah. And, then to crown it all, 
there was the voice of God and his confirmation ‘this is my Son, whom I love; listen to him’. What 
an amazing experience for the three of them, and a powerful reminder to us that there is much 
about God and his nature that we can never grasp or understand.  
Although the full significance may have dawned later, for Peter, at least, it was an overwhelmingly 
exciting experience at the time – so much so that he seems to have been prancing around and 
babbling like an over-excited schoolboy. Peter wanted to prolong the moment on the mountain top 
– hence his inappropriate suggestion to build shelters – an idea the others tactfully ignored. And 
notice he was still babbling away when God himself interrupted him.  
So what can we take from this reading to help us in our Christian lives today. Well, the message that 
struck me was the need to live in the present and grasp what God is telling us. We may be unlikely 
to have such a compelling vision as Peter, James and John but we do need to be constantly on the 
look-out for reminders or promptings from God. We need to be grasping at what is important, not 
babbling away about trivia like Peter. We need to focus on the things that are important in our faith 
life now – not living in the past or worrying about the future.  
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

PRAYER FOR OTHERS 
Lord, there are always so many people and 
situations that we want pray about. Help us to 
remember that we can come to you at any 
time, with our worries and concerns, and talk 
to you about them. 
This week, in the bitterly cold weather, let us 
first of all pray for all those who have to work 
outside in it, farmers, fishers, and emergency 
services. And we pray for those with no shelter 
– the homeless and dispossessed.  
We pray for the continued success of the 
vaccine roll-out and the efforts of the NHS in 
achieving this. There will be setbacks and new 
concerns but help us to focus on all that is right 
rather than worrying about problems. 
We pray for all those who are isolated and 
lonely, people in care homes without visitors, 
those who even at the best of times do not 
have enough contact with other people. 
We pray for ourselves and our relationships 
with God. Like the disciples on the 
mountainside with Jesus, we must value and 
treasure the glimpses of heaven that we have 
but not expect or demand that our lives are 
like that permanently. Amen 
 

HYMN H&P 158 
Stay, Master, stay, upon this heavenly hill; 
A little longer, let us linger still; 
With all the mighty ones of old beside, 
Near to God’s holy presence still abide; 
Before the throne of light we trembling stand, 
And catch a glimpse into the spirit land. 
 

Stay, Master, stay! we breathe a purer air; 
This life is not the life that waits us there; 
Thoughts, feelings, flashes, glimpses come 
and go; 
We cannot speak them-nay, we do not know; 
Wrapped in this cloud of light we seem to be 
The thing we fain would grow-eternally. 
 

No! saith the Lord, the hour is past, we go; 
Our home, our life, our duties lie below. 
While here we kneel upon the mount of 
prayer, 
The plough lies waiting in the furrow there! 
Here we sought God that we might know His 
will; 
There we must do it, serve Him, seek Him still. 
 

THE GRACE 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of 
God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 
with you now and ever more. Amen 


