
 

Week St Mary Methodist Church – 

Sunday 17 January 
As described in the last worship sheet, there will be no more services at 

the Chapel until further notice. However, weekly delivered worship 

sheets will continue and they are now available from the chapel notice 

board for anyone else to pick up. We have a new video this weekend 

which includes a sketch performed online by Bright Sparks that relates 

to the reading from John’s gospel below. The video can be found at the Chapel website 

www.weekstmarymethodist.org.uk and facebook page www.facebook.com/ChapelWSM   ) 

Despite our lockdown and isolation we can still listen for God’s call. Our worship today is all 

about Jesus calling his early disciples. 

PRAYER 
Dear Lord, open our ears and our minds so 
that we can listen for your call and respond to 
that quiet inner voice that tells us what we 
should be doing. For some of us this lockdown 
is a period of enforced idleness which gives us 
more chance to listen for your call. For others 
this lockdown is a time of hectic stress as we 

try to juggle home-working, home-schooling, 
and caring for family; help us to make time in 
this busy schedule to listen out for your voice. 
Whatever our circumstances guide us in our 
response and our actions, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. Amen 

 

READING FOR TODAY John 1:43-51 (NIV) 
43 The next day Jesus decided to leave for 
Galilee. Finding Philip, he said to him, ‘Follow 
me.’ 
44 Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was from the 
town of Bethsaida. 45 Philip found Nathanael 
and told him, ‘We have found the one Moses 
wrote about in the Law, and about whom the 
prophets also wrote – Jesus of Nazareth, the 
son of Joseph.’ 
46 ‘Nazareth! Can anything good come from 
there?’ Nathanael asked. 
‘Come and see,’ said Philip. 
47 When Jesus saw Nathanael approaching, he 
said of him, ‘Here truly is an Israelite in whom 
there is no deceit.’ 

48 ‘How do you know me?’ Nathanael asked. 
Jesus answered, ‘I saw you while you were still 
under the fig-tree before Philip called you.’ 
49 Then Nathanael declared, ‘Rabbi, you are 
the Son of God; you are the king of Israel.’ 
50 Jesus said, ‘You believe because I told you I 
saw you under the fig-tree. You will see 
greater things than that.’ 51 He then 
added, ‘Very truly I tell you, you will see 
heaven open, and the angels of God ascending 
and descending on the Son of Man.’ 
 
 

 

REFLECTION 
Many of us will have a picture in our minds, perhaps from Sunday School days, of Jesus walking 
along the beach and calling a group of fishermen to be his first disciples. That picture is based on 
the account in Matthew, Mark, or Luke, but today we have a different disciple call as described in 
John’s gospel. Andrew and Peter, two fishermen, have already been called and Jesus next 
approached Philip. Philip was obviously excited and went off to tell Nathanael about Jesus of 
Nazareth, although Nathanael was a bit scathing about anything good coming from Nazareth! Jesus 
astonishes Nathanael by his knowledge of him and where he had been, even though they had never 
met; then Jesus, in effect, says ‘you haven’t seen anything yet’.  



 

There are three points we might want to reflect on in the accounts of Jesus calling his disciples. 
Firstly, they were mostly humble uneducated men, without skills such as public speaking or 
scriptural knowledge. Like Andrew, Peter, James and John, Nathanael was probably a fisherman (see 
John 21). Were they the type of people you would chose to carry on your message after your death? 
Jesus thought so, but I doubt if many people today would recruit such an unlikely bunch.  
Secondly, Philip going off to tell Nathanael is the pattern in the New Testament. A person who has 
received someone’s witness about Jesus, then becomes a witness themselves – a sort of ‘pass it on’ 
chain of events. Examples include Andrew going off to tell Peter, and the Samaritan woman at the 
well going off to tell everyone in the town about Jesus. We might ask ourselves if we have the same 
urge to go off and tell people about Jesus. 
Thirdly, when called, the disciples all went through the same process. They heard the call, they 
responded to the call, and they committed to their new way of life. They didn’t close their ears to 
the call, they didn’t ignore the call, they didn’t say ‘hang on, we’ve got something else to do first’, 
and they didn’t go off with Jesus and then have second thoughts and go back to fishing. So, we need 
to hear, respond and commit, just like the disciples, so that Jesus can change our lives, like he did 
for them.   
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

PRAYER FOR OTHERS 
We pray for the witness of the church where 
the Christian faith is ignored and forgotten.   
For the Christians working in places of power 
and influence who make decisions which may 
affect many people, especially at this time of 
restrictive worship and closed churches.  
We pray that adequate supplies of medicine 
and equipment be available to hospitals to 
allow for the care of our nation, broken by the 
virus, and give strength to all medical staff in 
caring for ever growing hospital numbers. We 
pray for those waiting for urgent cancer 
operations and the bereaved who have lost 
family members and friends to Covid and late 
treatment of other illnesses.   
Father, we pray for those who are empty, lost 
or afraid: for those who once were active, 
alive and involved but now simply sit, watch 
and wait for family and friends to visit.  
We pray for our local community and our 
church members; although we cannot meet 
physically due to present restrictions, we can 
continue to worship God by paper services, 
podcasts and other social media means.   
Father, we give thanks for the love and 
protection of parents for their children and 
ask for your strength and patience for parents 
who are home-schooling, with lack of 
equipment and resources, and also trying to 
work at their own employment.  

Lord, show us your way through the problems 
that we are experiencing at the moment and 
pour your love into the hearts of all in this lost 
and hurting world, in the name of Jesus Christ 
our saviour.  Amen 
 

HYMN H&P 141, StF 250 

Jesus calls us; o'er the tumult 

Of our life's wild, restless sea, 

Day by day his clear voice soundeth, 

Saying, "Christian, follow me;" 
 

As, of old, apostles heard it 

By the Galilean lake, 

Turned from home and toil and kindred, 

Leaving all for his dear sake. 
 

Jesus calls us from the worship 

Of the vain world's golden store; 

From each idol that would keep us, 

Saying, "Christian, love me more." 
 

In our joys and in our sorrows, 

Days of toil and hours of ease, 

Still he calls, in cares and pleasures, 

"Christian, love me more than these." 
 

Jesus calls us! By thy mercies, 

Saviour, may we hear thy call, 

Give our hearts to thine obedience, 

Serve and love thee best of all. 
 

THE GRACE 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of 
God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 
with you now and ever more. Amen 
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